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Simpson to marry 
at Fiji resort - 
paper 
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Islamic Jihad holds rally In Gaza 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — The Palestinian group Islamic Jihad held a 
rally in self-ruled Gaza City on Friday calling for “death to Israel” 
and pledging to keep up the armed struggle. An official of the 
group. Mohammad Al Hindi, said Palestinian police had arrested 
at least four Jihad members from Jabaliyah refugee camp the 
previous night and prevented 90 buses from being used to ferry 
supporters to the rally. “We promise to God and our people that 
we will not go back on our choice which states there is no place for 
the Zionist entity in Palestine," a Jihad leader. Sheikh Abdallah 
Shami, told a crowd of around 1.500 people. The crowd chanted 
“Allahu Akhbar" "Death to Israel," and “Death to America." 
Israeli and U.S. flags were trampled before being set ablaze at the 
rally, held to commemorate the death of six Jihad fighters in a 
dash with Israeli troops on Oct.-6, 1987. a date the group marks as 
the start of the intifada. “We are called upon now. more than ever, 
to carry on with the Jihad (holy war). We can not stop," said the 
group-'s leader. Fathi Shakaki. who lives in Damascus, in a 
message read out ai the rally. 
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Iraqi defectors sue Israel for freedom 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Thirty Iraqi citizens and one Iranian sued the 
State of Israel for violating their freedom after they defected to 
Israel requesting political asylum and have been held in prisons 
ever since, a published report said Friday. The suit, filed Thursday 
at the Tel Aviv district court against the state end the ministry of 
interior, is demanding monetary compensation of 6.134,700 
shekels ($2,045,233). according to the daily Davar newspaper. Six 
of the plaintiffs have been labelled by Israeli authorities as posing a 
danger to the State of Israel and have claim they have been 
tortured by their Israeli interrogatois, Davar said; The lawsuit said 
that all the plaintiffs left their countries of origin because they 
opposed the life imposed upon them under the regimes of their 
countries and requested political asylum in Israel. But rhev have 
been imprisoned in Israel and ordered deported, Davar said. The 
longest detention has lasted since Oct. 4, 1992, and the most recent 
since May. 1994, the report said. 
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Israel, PLO try to 
settle pullout crisis 


Combined agency dispatches 

ISRAEL AND the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) are trying to settle a 
crisis over PLO fears that 
Israel is delaying an army 
pullout from West Bank 
dries it agreed to leave under 
a deal signed in Washington 
last month. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres and PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat plan 
to meet in Gaza on Sunday to 
by to nail down a troop 
withdrawal timetable, Arafat 
aide Nabil Abui Rdainah said 
on Friday. 

‘The meeting will discuss 
the riming for redeployment 
and discuss the subject of the 
Palestinian women prison- 
ers." Mr. Abu Rdainah said. 

Mr. Arafat, angry at what 
be sees as Israeli delays in 
starting the pull out, on 
Thursday wrote to Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, expressing concern 
that Israel would not com- 
plete the overall redeploy- 
ment on time. 

The PLO also told Israel it 
would reconsider its pafti- 
dpation in a conference on 
regional development in Am- 
man this month unless the 
withdrawal dispute was re- 
solved. 

Mr. Rabin has vowed that 
Israel wiH stick 'to the dates 
for its .army to pull out of 
West Bank towns once a. 
timetable is agreed with the 

(Continued on page 7) 



An Israeli policeman struggles with a sheep during a right-wing protest in 
Jerusalem in support of Jewish settlers in the occupied West Bank who are 
waging a hitter campaign against Israeli withdrawal from the West Bank (AFP 
photo) 


Turkey warns Syria 
on Kurdish rebels 

ANKARA (AP) — Turkey 
demanded Syria block Kur- 
dish rebels from staging 
cross-border attacks from Sy- 
rian- bases, the foreign min- 
stry said. Kurdish rebels, 
fighting for autonomy in 
southeastern Turkey, often 
strike from bases in Syria, 
Iraq and Iran. The Kurdish 
conflict has claimed more 
than 20,000 lives since 1984. 
The foreign ministry said 
there were 10 serious attacks 
by guerrillas crossing the Sy- 
rian border since February. 
Each time the rebels were 
able to escape back to Syria, 
it added. ' 

Egyptian painter 
sues Israel 

CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyp- 
tian painter has begun a legal 
action demanding S5 million 
in damages and the return of 
24 of his works seized by the 
Israeli army during the 1967 
Middle East war, he said 
Friday. Mustafa Bakir said 
die works, all depicting the 
life of the bedouins of the 
Sinai, were -seized when 
Israeli troops occupied the 
peninsula in 1967. “An 
Israeli intelligence officer 
named Abu Zuheir burst into 
my house at Al Arish in the 
summer of 1967. When be 
didn’t find me, he took away 
24 of my paintings in military 
vehicles,” Mr. Bakir told 
AFP. “There are several wit- 
nesses who are still living and 
ready to rum up in court. The 
Israeli forces wanted to take 
revenge because of my ser- 
vices to the Egyptian army 
during the occupation,” said 
die painter, who added that 
he fled Al Arish for Jordan 
and then Cairo three months 
after the June 1967 war. Mr. 
Bakir said Jsrael's decision 
last year to return hundreds 
of antiques taken from the 
Sinai during the 1967-82 
occupation had prompted 
him to go to court. 

Aideed suffers 
another setback 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Warlord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed came under increas- 
ing pressure Friday as his 
"interior minister," Moham- 
mad Qanyare Aftah, lost his 
power base as leader of the 
mam faction of the- powerful 
Murasade clan. 


Bosnia fronts mostly quite 
despite battle in northwest 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnia's most hopeful cease- 
fire to date ■ has quieted 
almost all battlefields, but the 
government insisted Serbs 
must do more to lift the siege 
of Sarajevo before peace 
talks can start. 

After weeks of heavy fight- 
ing, U.N. officials deemed 
any ceasefire violations insig- 
nificant, even as the govern- . 
ment and rebel Serbs accused 
each other of new attacks in 
the bitterly contested north- 
west. 

Rival military leaders 
sniped at each other through 
the media and threatened re- 
taliation. But the warring 
parties sat down in Sarajevo 
under U.N. auspices to dis- 
cuss how to firm up the truce. 

With Washington leading 
the peace drive, this ceasefire 
is given more chance than 
countless previous truces. 

“So far so good,” Bosnian 
Prime Minister Haris Sila- 


jdzic told the Associated 
Press. “It won't be a clear-cut 
situation. It never is. It is not 
easy to stop the war machine, 
but I think it will go well.” 

“The ceasefire has more 
chance than previous ones, 
because the readiness (for it) 
is greater than before,” said 
Momcilo Krajisnik, a Serb 
leader. 

U.S. negotiators hope to 
use the two-month truce that 
began early Thursday for 
calks leading to an interna- 
tional peace conference in 
Paris. 

As the sides prepare for 
peace talks, due 0&. 31 in 
the United States, they also 
laid out demands they want 
fulfilled. 

Bosnian Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Sacirbey said a 
road to the eastern enclave of 
Gorazde must be opened, 
and a road out of besieged 
Sarajevo. 

. A U.N. aid convoy .tried to 


reach Gorazde from Sarajevo 
Thursday on the main road 
thrpugh Serb-held territory. 
The convoy soon had to turn 
back because of mines, which 
U.N. engineers must clear 
"centimetre by centimetre,” 
said French Colonel Patrick 
Mace. 

Serb roldiers at a check- 
point on the road indicated 
they would not clear it — a 
condition of the ceasefire 
agreement. 

Mr. Silajdzic acknow- 
ledged it could take time for 
the road to be secured, but 
hoped this is done “in the 
shortest rime possible, v so 
besieged Gorazde could re- 
ceive regular supplies. 

Restoration of gas and 
electricity to Sarajevo was 
vital for the truce. Access to 
Gorazde was part of the 
U.S.-brokered ceasefire 
agreement, but an open road 

(Continued on page 7) 


Baghdad rejects controlled 
oil sales, top official affirms 


TOKYO (R) — Iraq will not 
sell its oil under a U.N. sanc- 
tions exception, or any other 
land of international supervi- 
sion, a senior Iraqi oil official 
said on Friday. . 

“It is not because of the 
U.N. supervision. Any kind 
of supervision is an. interfer- 
ence with Iraq's sovereign- 
ty,” Fadhil Abadi, general 
secretary of Iraq's National 
Energy Committee, told 
Reuters in an interview. 

Iraq has been banned by 
U.N. order -from world oil 
markets since its August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, starving 
Baghdad of foreign' ex- 
change. A U.N. resolution 
allows Iraq a once-off oil 
sale, worth 52 billion, under 
U.N. supervision, to pay for 
imports of food, medicine' 
ana other essential goods, 

Iraq has been resisting the 
offer. 

"No country will accept 
another country's offer to sell 
their oil to buy (materials for) 
our people's needs and distri- 

( Continued on page 7) 


No review of Iraq sanctions 
before one year, U.S. says 

U.S. OFFICIALS said at the U.N. on Friday that after 
hearing the latest report on Iraqi arms stockpiles, a review 
of sanctions keeping Baghdad's oil off world markets could 
not take place before at least one year. 

“It’s certainly not weeks or months,” a spokesman for 
U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Madeleine 
Albright said. "It is difficult to imagine Iraq being able ro 
establish its credibility in a year.” 

Ms. Albright, speaking to journalists, called the report 
released Wednesday “stunning” and said it showed that 
Iraq “cheated. and lied more than anybody suspected." 

Tne report on Iraqi disarmament by the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) investigating Iraqi compliance 
with U.N. Security Council resolutions following the Gulf 
war in 1990 found Baghdad “misleading” it about secret 
nuclear, biological and chemical weapons it amassed before 
the war. 

Ms. Albright said the new information has forced a 
complete reevaluation of UNSCOM procedures to monitor 
Iraqi disarmament, since it was not able to detect the 
weapons programme upthout Kamel’s defection. 

“What has* to happen is that the commission has to 
analyse what seems to be a million pages of information, 
and we have to make sure the monitoring system ... is 
upgraded,” Ms. Albright said, adding that it will take a lot 
of time. 


King reaffirms commitment to seeking 
comprehensive peace in Middle East 

Greek Orthodox Church honours King Hussein, 
Crown Prince Hassan for their efforts for peace 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majes y King Hussein reaf- 
firmed that he would spare 
no effort to bring about a 
just, comprehensive and last- 
ing peace to the Middle East 
so that the peoples of the 
region can live in an atmos- 
phere marked by stability and 
progress. 

He was speaking at a meet- 
ing at the Royal Court with 
Greek Patriarch of Jerusalem 
Deodorus I, who presented 
the King with “Golden Neck- 
lace” Peace Prize in recogni- 
tion of his efforts to bring 
peace to the Middle East. 

King Hussein voiced his 
appreciation to the Greek 
Orthodox Church for the 
award, the highest Greek 
Orthodox patriarchate's 
medal. 

1 auiarch Deodorus also 
presented His Royal High- 
ness Crpwn Prince Hassan 
with a similar prize in recog- 
nition of his peace efforts and 
his drive to achieve develop- 
ment to the peoples of -the 
region. 

Before presenting the 
awards the patriarch deli- 
vered an address reaffirming 
his and his ' constituency's 



His Majesty King Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
on Thursday receive Greek Orthodox Patriarch Deodoros I (Petra photo) 


continued allegiance to the 
Hashemite throne. 

He lauded the Kingdom's 
leadership for continued 
efforts to attain prosperity in 
Jordan and to serve its 


citizens without any discri- 
mination between Muslims 
and Christians who, he said, 
have been coexisting peace- 
fully under the Hashemite 
.reign for decades. 


The patriarch said that the 
church also supports the 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty, 
which, he said, serves as a 
model for peace agreements 
in the region. 


Kabul 

says 

Taliban 

assault 

halted 

KABUL (Agencies) — A 
counter-offensive by the 
presidential forces has halted 
the Taliban militia’s advance 
towards the Afghan capital 
and the city centre was calm 
Friday. 

Officials here said troops 
loyal to President Burhanud- 
din Rabbani in a counter- 
attack the previous night dis- 
lodged the Taliban militia 
from the southern fringes of 
Kabul.- 

Rabbani forces unleashed 
salvoes of long-range rockets 
at Taliban positions' during 
the night - , Afghan govern- 
ment spokesman Abdullah 
said. The fighting subsided 
before dawn. Residents said 
that no more explosions were 
heard early Friday. 

Abdullah described the 
counter-attack as a great suc- 
cess. The Talibans have been 
pushed back from the 
Khairabad Hills, which 
dominate the southern flank 
of Kabul, he said, claiming 
that presidential forces also 
recaptured Rishkor, where a 
major military base is lo- 
cated. 

Sources here said the situa- 
tion at the Kabul frontline 
was stable, but it was not yet 
clear who controls Rishkor. 

The Talibans had overrun 
Rishkor, about 12 kilometres 
from the centre of Kabul, on 
Wednesday after a series of 
advances that included the 
capture of Charasyab, 25 
kilometres south of the city. 

There were no details on 
Friday about any fighting at 
Charasyab, which served as 
former headquarters of Mus- 
lim fundamentalist leader 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar's 
Hezb-e-Islami faction. 

Abdullah said Mr. Rabba- 
ni’s top commander and ex- 
defence minister, Ahmad 
Shah Massood, (see page 2), 
himself directed the over- 
night attack from the Televi- 
sion Tower hills in southern 
Kabul to prevent the Taliban 
penetration into the city. 

Unconfirmed reports from 
the from line said the govern- 
ment, faced with an 
onslaught of Talibans, was 
forced to withdraw from 
several fortified positions. 

Among the wounded in 
Friday’s fighting were rwo 
journalists working for the 
French news service, Agence 
France-Presse. 

AFP Kabul correspondent 

(Continued on page 7) 


Hizbollah kills 3 soldiers; 
Israel pins blame on Syria 


Combined agency dispatches 

LEBANESE FIGHTERS 
killed three Israeli soldiers 
and wounded six others in a 
South Lebanon ambush 
which the Jewish state 
blamed on Syria and the 
deadlock in their peace pro- 
cess on Friday. 

Lebanese and Israeli 
sources said Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah were behind the 
bloodiest ambush in South 
Lebanon this year. 

Lebanese security sources 
said the guerrillas detonated 
a remote-controlled bomb as 
the Israelis were travelling in 
three unmarked civilian vehi- 
cles at 9:15 p.m. (1915 GMT) 
Thursday. 

The arrack occurred on a 
road near the village of 
Aishiyeh in the central sector 
of an Israeli-occupied border 
enclave, known as the 
“security zone.” 

In Israel, an army spokes- 
man confirmed the casual- 
ties. 

The attack threatened to 


aggravate hostilities in the 
south amid signs peace nego- 
tiations between Israel and 
Syria, the main power broker 
in Lebanon, were seriously 
deadlocked. 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment announced Thursday 
that Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher, who is due 
in Jordan later this month for 
an economic conference, had 
no plans for a new diplomatic, 
shuttle between Syria and 
Israel (see page 2). 

The Lebanese security 
sources, speaktin in the 
Israeli-held enclave on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said 
among the Israeli fatalities 
was an officer. At least two of 
the wounded were in critical 
condition. 

The victims were evacu- 
ated by helicopter to hospital 
in northern Israel. 

Hizbollah claimed respon- 
sibility for the attack. 

'A communique by Hizbol- 
lah said the ambushers raked 
the Israeli patrol with 
machine gunfire and 


shoulder-fired rocket- 
propelled grenades just after 
the roadside bomb went off. 

The Israelis responded 
with massive barrages of 
howitzer and tank fire on 
villages opposite the ambush 
scene while helicopter 
gunships strafed suspected 
guerrilla infiltration trails 
under parachute flares. 

Lebanese police in the 
southern market town of 
'Nabatiyeh said they had no 
immediate word on casualties 
from the nightlong bombard- 
ment, which touched off 
several bush fires. 

The ambush was the worst 
against Israeli forces in the 
south this year. On June IS. 
three Israeli soldiers were kil- 
led and three injured in a 
guerrilla attack in the south. 

The Israelis have been us- 
ing unmarked vehicles in 
their movements to and from 
from line outposts in the 
south to avoid detection by 
the guerrillas. Most of their 

(Continued on page 7) 


Expellee crisis to be solved 
in week or two, Musa says 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Li- 
byan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi will suspend a deci- 
sion ordering 30.000 Palesti- 
nians to leave his country. 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said on Friday. 

Mr. Musa also told repor- 
ters that hundreds of Palesti- 
nians who are stranded in a 
desert camp between the 
Libyan-Egyptibr, border 
would return to their homes 
in Libya or go to the self-rule 
area of Gaza within the t next 
two weeks. 

In August, Colonel Qadha- 
fi ordered 30.000 Palestinians 
in his country to leave and 
return to Palestinian self- 
ruled areas to expose what he 
calls the sham peace between 
the’ Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and 
Israel. 

“Colonel Muammar 
Qadhafi will suspend a de- 
cree to deport 30.000 Palesti- 
nians who live in Libya. The 
Palestinian deportees will va- 
cate the camp within a short 
period that will nor exceed a 
week or two," Me. Musa 
said. 

The Egyptian- minister met 
Col. Qadhafi in Tripoli last 
Friday to discuss the fare of 
the Palestinians. 

"About 100 expelled 
Palestinians will leave the 
tents on the border either to 
return to their homes in 


Libya or to go to the Gaza 
Strip via Egypt,” Mr. Musa 
said. 

"Israel had shown an 
understanding for the need to 
solve the problem,” he 
added. 

An official at the Egyptian 
Foreign Ministry said thar 
“Palestinians who have some 
family living in Gaza will be 
able to rejoin them, while the 
others will be able to return 
to their homes in Libya.” 

Neither Mr. Musa nor the 
foreign ministry mentioned 
the fate of those Palestinians 
who want to travel to the 
occupied West Bank. So far 
Egypt has banned those with- 
out the necessary permits 
from crossing its territory for 
Gaza or the West Bank. 

Libya has fired hundreds of 
Palestinian expatriates from 
their jobs and confiscated 
their houses, effectively ex- 
pelling them. About" 900 
Palestinians are stranded ai a 
makeshift Libyan-run camp 
on the border with Egypt, 
wairing to return to PLO- 
ruled Gaza and Jericho, 
where entry is controlled by 
Israel. 

An official source at the 
Egyptian-Libyan border said 
on Thursday Col. Qadhafi 
would visit Egypt on Friday 
for talks with President Hosni 
Mubarak on the deported 
Palestinians. 


But an official at the Li- 
byan representative office in 
Cairo said Col. Qadhafi was 
unlikely to visit Cairo within 
the next 4S hours because he 
was busy with the president 
of the Central African Re- 
public who is in Tripoli on an 
official visit. 

Palestinians in the border 
camp said that food supplies 
which had been arriving daily 
were- halted on Wednesday. 

But the Cairo Foreign 
Ministry said the decision was 
"not aiming at harming them 
but was a good sign that they 
will soon be repatriated." " 

Since last Saturday the Li- 
byans had started talcing back 
blankets and sheets they had 
given, another camp dweller 
said, adding: “We are sleep- 
ing on cardboard now." 

The Palestinians also said 
medical services provided by 
Tripoli were inadequate. 
They said a three-year-old 
child, Mohammad Ali Ibra- 
him, was taken Thursday to 
hospital in the Egyptian town 
of Salloum suffering from di- 
arrhoea. 

Egyptian border police 
confirmed the report, saying 
there were no medicine’s in 
two hospital tents supplied by 
Libya. They said the child", 
who had gone ro hospital 
with his mother, would be 
returned to the camp when 
he was better. 
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Western powers 
seek to deprive 
Libya of seat in 
Security Council 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Unless African states soon' 
come up with a North Afri- 
’can substitute for Libya's 
candidacy for a Security 
Council seat, the council 
could be without an Arab 
member in 1996 for the first 
.time in nearly 30 years. West- 
ern diplomats said on Thurs- 
day. 

The United States, Britain 
and France have mounted a 
major campaign, both in 
world capitals and at the Un- 
ited Nations, to prevent ■ 
Libya from being elected to a 
two-year council term. 

They say it would be un- 
conscionable for a country 
under U.N. sanctions to have 
a seat on the prestigious 15- 
member body responsible for 
international peace and 
security. 

The 185-nation General 
Assembly is due to hold a 
secret ballot Nov. S to fill five 
forthcoming vacancies on the 
council, beginning Jan. 1, 
IS96. 

Among the countries leav- 
ing the council on Dec. 31 is 
Oman, its only current Arab . 
member. The last time the 
council had no Arab member 
was in 1967. 

Libya, which has so far bad 
only one term on the council, 
in 1976-77, has been en- 
dorsed by the African group 
for a seat which, under a* 
system of rotation, is to be 
filled by a North African 
country. 

Sanctions were first im- 
posed on Libya in 1992 be- 
cause of its failure to surren- 
der for trial in Britain or the 
United States two alleged in- 


telligence agents indicted in 
the December 1988 mid-air 
bombing of Pan Am Flight 
103 over Lockerbie, Scot- 
land, which killed 270 peo- 
ple. 

Libya was also punished 
for foiling to cooperate with a 
French investigation into the 
Sept. 1989 bombing of UTA 
Flight 772 over Niger in which 
all 171 aboard ‘were killed. 

The Western powers have 
been trying to get the African- 
group to prevail on Libya to 
withdraw its candidacy in 
fovour .of another North Afri- 
can state, most likely Egypt, 
Tunisia or Morocco. 

They say they are confi- 
dent of enough votes to pre- 
vent Libya from obtaining 
the two-thirds majority of 
assembly votes needed to win 
election. 

If a North African state 
other than Libya fails to 
stand as a candidate. Western 
diplomats say the assembly is 
likely to elect a country from 
another region of Africa. 
This would leave the council 
without an Arab member, at 
least until another five seats 
come up for election towards 
the end of 1996. 

Libya, which says the two 
wanted men cannot get a fair 
trial in Britain or the United 
States, has offered to* allow 
them to be tried at the seat of 
the world court at the Hague, 
under Scottish law and before 
a Scottish judge. ' 

London ana Washington 
have rejected the proposal, 
saying it does not satisfy the 
Security Council's require- 
ments. 


Alexandria Library needs 
$100m to revive its past 


ALEXANDRIA (AFP) — 
Work to rebuild the library of 
Alexandria has finally begun 
after a series of disputes and 
delays, but S100 million is 
still needed before the 
ancient. wonder can be fully 
revived. 

”1 appeal for contributions 
not only from nations but 
from non-governmental orga-. 
nisalions and individuals, so 
that this becomes truly an 
international project." " said 
Mohsen Zahran, who heads 
the library project. 

The General Organisation 
for the Alexandria Library 
(GOAL), which Mr. . Zahran 
• directs, has received only 70 
million of a total of SI 70 
million in pledges, he said. 

Presidents.” kftigs and 
princes promised the funds in 
1990 at an elaborate cere- 
mony in the southern Egyp- 
tian city of Aswan after UN- 
ESCO called for internation- 
al assistance to rebuild the 
ancient library destroyed 
1.600 years ago. 

Egypt has provided a four- 
hectare site for the project 
near the Mediterranean coast 
at Alexandria and finances 
GOAL to the tune of $! 
million a year, with an overall 
contribution estimated at 
51 S3 million. 

But the international funds 
have been slow in arriving 
and the project has been held 
up. The library, meant to be 
among the 20 largest in the 
world, was to have opened 
last July. 

But construction of the 
foundations did not begin un- 
til mid-May and still con- 
tinues. A new inaugural date 
has been set for 1998. 

A first attempt to begin 
construction in 1993 blocked 
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14:00 Back to the Future 
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when archaeologists pro- 
tested that the site, said to be 
atop an ancient Ptolemaic, 
palace not far from the ori- " 
ginal library, had not yet 
been excavated. 

A subsequent dig unco- 
vered a Greco-Roman road. 
remains of a palace garden 
and two spectacular mosaics, 
all of which "will be put in 
the library's museum." Mr. 
Zahran said. 

A quarter of the site still ’ 
has not been explored, but 
"everything that should be 
found’ has been.** Mr. Zahran 
said. "Work can now con- 
tinue 24 hours a day.” 

The ancient library, the 
first big public library in his- 
tory, held 700,000 volumes 
and received a copy of every 
manuscript that entered 
. Egypt- 

It was damaged during 
Julius Caesar's siege of the 
Mediterranean city in 48 
B.C., then burned* to the 
ground by the fanatical 
Christian patriarch Theophile 
in the fourth century. 

The new library is tQ hold 
200.000 volumes when it is 
opened. 100.000 of which 
have already been obtained. 

Its design, by a Norwegian 
architect, was chosen through 
an international competition 
in 1989 and consists of a 
cylinder 160 metre across 
tilted towards the sea to rep 1 
resent the rising sun and a 
reborn civilisation. * 

"The Alexandria Library 
should be as modem in 1998 
as its predecessor was in its* 
time." said Jacqueline Leroy. 

. a French adviser to the pro- 
ject who worked on the Pom- 
pidou Centre and the Insti- 
rule 'of the Arab World in 
f Paris. 
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BATTLE FOR KABUL: An Afghan passenger bus drives past a Russian-made Luna rocket launcher 
manned by forces loyal to President Burhanuddin Rabbani north of Kabul. The Kabul government said 
Friday Rabbani forces had launched a counter-offensive against an assult on the capital by the Taliban 
militia (see page one) (AFP photo) 


Christopher excludes visits 
to Israel and Syria this time 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher will lead the 
U.S. delegation to the Am- 
man economic summit, mak- 
ing opening remarks there 
and conducting bilateral 
meetings before returning to 
the United States to partici- 
pate in the recently scheduled 
Bosnian proximity talks. 
State Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums said Thurs- 
day. 

The Amman conference, 
the spokesman said, is part of 
the U.S. strategy to support 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess “and specifically the eco- 
nomic dimension" of that 
process. The United States 
hopes “very much," he said, 
“that this particular confer- 
ence will encourage regional 
economic cooperation and 
development and that it will • 
demonstrate a fundamental, 
lesson... that peace pays" 
and that the future of all the 
peoples of the Middle East 
“is best secured through eco- 
nomic development... (and) 
public and private economic 
cooperation.” Mr. Bums also 
expressed the U.S. hope that 
American business “will play 
a large role” in the confer- 
ence and an even larger role 
in the future, in terms of 
investment iri the Middle 
Eastern nations. 

Mr. Christopher will de- 
part Washington on Oct. 28 
for Jordan, arriving in time 
for the conference's opening 
ceremony on Oct. 29. He will 
also hold bilateral consulta- 
tions later that day, according 
to the spokesman. The 
secretary will devote much of 
his time to the important 
economic aspects of the Mid- 
dle East peace process. Mr. 
Bums said, and he is also 
expected to meet with King 
Hussein. 

Mr. Christopher returns 
from Amman to Washington 
on OcL 30 and will travel to 
the as yet unidentified east 
coast location of the Bosnia 
proximity talks to participate 
in their opening. If it weren't 
for those talks, Mr. Bums 
said, the secretary would 
have made a broader, longer 
swing through the Middle 
East. 

The spokesman noted that 
peace in Bosnia and the Mid- 
dle East are “among the 


highest priorities” of the 
American people and the 
Clinton administration, and 
the secretary feels it is very 
important-jo have a presence 
in “both places ahd accom- 
plish what we hope will be 
progress” in both. 

While acknowledging that 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess is currently on a “very 
tough track” and that existing 
problems are “extremely dif- 
ficult.'' Mr. Burns said 
Secretary of State Christ- 
opher remains determined 
that the United States will 
play “an aggressive role in 
helping Syria and Israel find 
peace in the future” and is 
ready to return to the region 
if there is any prospect for 
affecting the outcome. 

The spokesman said the 
secretary will not, however, 
be travelling fo. Middle. East- 
ern cities other than Amman 
during his October trip to the 
region. Given the upcoming 
Bosnian proximity talks, 
which open Oct. 31, Mr.. 
Bums said it is not possible 
for Mr. Christopher to make 
an extended visit to the re- 
gion. He also said he does not 
expect the Amman visit to 
develop into a mini-summit 
on the Middle East peace 
process. 

While acknowledging that 
the progress achieved during 
the last set of talks in Damas- 
cus and Jerusalem in June 
was not as substantial as the 
U.S. had hoped, Mr. Bums 
said the U.S. believes it is 
worth trying to develop some 
momentum and that “ulti- 
mately” Syria and Israel can 
have "comparable success'’ 
to that of the Israelis and 
Palestinians. “It is certainly 
not a time for the Ud/ted 
States to give up,” he stres- 
sed, because the entire effort 
is part of “a long-range pro- 
cess.” 

. 0 ■ 

Although U.S. partidpa-' 
tion and support can make a 
difference in that process, the 
spokesman suggested that no 
“imminent progress" or 
“dramatic breakthroughs” 
are expected which would ne- 
cessitate the secretary's pre- 
sence in any other Middle 
Eastern capitals anytime 
soon. 

Asked about Syria’s earlier 
commitment to military-to- 


military talks and the role of 
such talks in the evolving 
process, the spokesman said 
such military discussions, 
would be “useful” and are 
probably, “necessary, ulti- 
mately, for a resolution” of 
problems related to the 
Golan Heights and other. 
Syrian-Israeli disputes. 

Mr. Bums acknowledged 
that the remaining issues are 
“difficult" because they 
affect the future security of 
Israel and Syria. At the same 
time, he noted that personali- 
ties are also a factor in the 
peace process equation. “I 
don’t think there is an intrin- 
sic problem on the personal- 
ity side,” he explained, "but I 
think that the problems are 
difficult for historical reasons 
and for reasons having to do 
with, perhaps, differing con- 
ceptions. ,of !4he national 
security interests of both 
countries.” 

Asked by a reporter about 
the window of opportunity 
for making progress on the 
remaining difficult peace pro- 
cess issues, Mr. Bums said 
that while the window re- 
mains open, “there will come 
a time in 1996” when both 
Israel and the U.S. will enter 
. into long political election 
campaigns which will distract 
them and make it difficult to 
spend as much time as in the 
past on “time consuming 
problems” like the Middle 
East process. With that in 
mind, the spokesman ex- 
pressed the hope that Israel 
and Syria will do their "very 
best” in the coming months 
to make progress. 

Asked about reports that 
.some Palestinians are thre- 
atening to boycott the Am- 
man economic summit if the 
Israelis do not fully imple- 
ment the West Bank accords, 
Mr. Bums said he had heard 
nothing on the subject 
“through official channels.” 

The United States believes 
there is “every reason” for 
the economic summit to be 
successful, he said, given the 
stake that both' the Israelis < 
and the Palestinians, as well 
as others, have in it.. Imple- 
mentation of the accords has 
to be worked out by tfie two 
sides, the spokesman said, 
“and w'e have every reason to 
think that they will work out 
their problems." 


Iraqi 
defector 
says he 
escaped 
attacks 


LONDON f AP) — An Iraqi 
diplomat who was chief of 
protocol at Saddam Hussein's 
presidential palace said 
Thursday he fled the country 
after two assassination 
attempts against him. 

Hussein Rashid Hassan 
• appeared at a London news 
conference wearing a false 
beard and dark glasses be- 
cause he said he feared for his 
life. 

He refused to answer a 
number of key questions, 
saying he was worried about 
family members in Iraq. 

Mr. Hassan .said.: he was 
“directly connected*’ to Pres- 
ident Saddam’s son-in-law, 
Hussein Kamel, who was 
general director of special 
security for the president’s 
office while he was chief of 
protocol. 

Hussein Kamel and his 
brother defected on Aug. 8 
with their wives, both daugh- 
ters of President Saddam, 
and are now living In Jordan. 
The men have said they plan 
to join the opposition and 
seek President Saddam's 
overthrow. 

Mr. Hassan’s defection was 
announced Tuesday by die 
London-based Supreme 
Council for Islamic Revolu- 
tion in Iraq. It .said he had 
joined the exiled opposition 
group which is trying to top- 
ple President Saddam. 

While working as chief of 
protocol, Mr. Hassan said, “I 
was detained and interro- 
gated by several security 
agencies because of allega- 
tions made about me. After 
that there were tWo attempts 
made to assassinate me.” 

He efid not give any details 
or dates but the Associated 
Press learned that he was 
arrested in 1990. It was dear 
from the news conference 
that be left Iraq at least a year 
ago and had 'been living in 
Jordan before coining to 
London on Sept. 29. 

Mr. Hassan told the news 
conference that President 
Saddam retains control over 
all military matters. 


U.S. to work on trade 
status for Palestinians 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
The U.S. Trade Representa- 
tive, Mickey Kantor, will ar- 
rive in Israel Oct. 16 on his 
first official visit to the coun- 
try. 

Speaking briefly to repor- 
ters Thursday, Mr. Kantor 
said that the purpose of his 
trip was to “strengthen ties” 
with Israel, which has had a 
free trade agreement with the 
United States for the past 10 
years. 

While there, Mr.. Kantor 
will also discuss the adminis- 
tration's offer to allow 
Palestinian imports from 
Gaza and the West Bank to 
enter the United States with- 
out tariffs. The offer cannot 
be put into effect, however, 
until it is authorised by the 
U.S. Congress. 

The legislation which 
would do this is induded in a 
larger, “fast track" bill which 
would give the administration 
the authority to negotiate fu- 
ture trade agreements with- 
out undue congressional in- 
tervention. President Clinton 
has threatened to veto the 
Republican-controlled Con- 


gress' version of the bill, 
however, and the two sides 
are currently negotiating 
their differences “in good 
faith,” Mr. Kantor said. 

If and when the authorisa- 
tion is made. Mr. Kantor said 
he expects the Palestinians to 
begin exporting textiles and 
agricultural goods to the Un- 
ited Slates, tariff-free. 

The idea to permit the free 
trade in Palestinian goods, 
Mr. Kantor said, came from 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Petjes and was sroogly 
backed ' by Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin as a way of 
Bolstering Israeli security as 
well as helping Gaza and the 
West Bank. 

In return, the Palestinians 
have agreed to work towards 
• ending the Arab League 
boycott of Israel, Mr. Kantor 
said. 

Mr. Kantor said that be 
would also be discussing 
Israeli tariffs on U.S. agri- 
cultural goods during the four 
days he is in the country, 
•"loose tariffs should be re- 
moved," he stated. 


Afghan hero has 
his back to wall 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Afghanistan's former De- 
fence Minister Ahmad Shah 
Masood. a hero of the anti- 
Soviet war and overall com- 
mander of forces loyal to 
President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani. is risking his all in 
ongoing battles with the Tali- 
ban movement. 

He faces the twin chal- 
lenges of advances by the 
Taliban militia and treason 
within his own ranks. 

“If he loses Kabul, he loses 
everything.” said an Afghan 
intellectual, adding. “Kabul 
is the throne or the coffin." 

Defence Ministry spokes- 
man Abdullah toldAFP that 
Mr. Masood was “personally 
in overall command" of the 
counter-offensive launched 
on the Talibans fate Thur>- 
day, two days after the move- 
ment made good its pledge to 
attack .Kabul to overthrow 
President Rabbani. 

Rpised from the dust of the 
Pa'njshir valley, to the north 
of Kabul, from where he 
waged the struggle against a 
half dozen Soviet offensives. 
Mr. Masood now risks re- 
turning there, reduced to 
being fust one among numer- 
ous commanders. 

The Talibans, who have 
sworn to capture Kabul and 
drive out ail the rival fac- 
tions. are in no mood to give 
him any quarter. 

"If the Talibans are ready 
to let Rabbani go, they are 
more than willing to hang 
Masood." said a representa- 
tive of a humanitarian orga- 
nisation working in Afghanis- 
tan. 

Many observers believe 
that a Talibans victory in 
Kabul would mean open sea- 
son on the Panjshiris who 
took over Kabul after the fall 
of the communists in April 
1992. 

The Panjshiris. who form 
the core of Masood's troops, 
can. therefore be expected to 
wage a desperate battle to* 
keep their hold on the capital 
which they have made home 
for themselves and their 
families. 

Although Mr. Masood was 
forced to cede to the Talibans 


two strategically important 
bastions south of Kabul. 
Charasyab and Riskhor. he is 
not lacking in the means to 
put up a fight. 

Diplomats say he has some 
12.000 battle-hardened 
troops, a huge quantity of 
r military hardware inherited 
from the communist regime 
and still intact defence lines 
dating back to the days of 
president Najibulfah. 

••'The mujahedeen ‘have 
never succeeded in taking 
Kabul by force." said a diplo- 
. mat. He recalled that even 
the communist regime did 
not suffer a military defeat 
brut collapsed under the 
weight of betrayals and 
changes of alliances. 

This same risk awaits Mr. 
Masood. reportedly a briffimt 
military strategist but a poor 
politician. 

• Many Afghans especially 
jjche Pashtuns.-who make up 
"^the majority, accuse Mr. 
Masood of having concen-’ 
trated power among mem- 
bers oF his own ethnic Tajik 
group, especially the Panj- 
shiris. 

All the men who hold key 
posts in Kabul, the “emi- 
nence grise” Abdul Rahman, 
security chief General Fahim. 
de facto defence minister 
Yunus Qarooni and spokes- 
man Abdullah are all Tajiks 
loyal to Mr. Masood. 

Other ethnic groups were 
marginalised and alienated 
from circles of power. Hence 
their resentment. 

“There is a very high risk 
of betrayal at present." in the 
coalition controlling Kabul, 
said a diplomat specialising in 
Afghan affairs. 

Leaders in Kabul are 
aware that the fall of Char- 
asyab and Rishkor on Tues- 
day and Wednesday could 
not have occurred without 
some commanders giving 
away their positions to the 
attacking Talibans in ex- 
change for considerations, a 
practice considered wide- 
spread in the internecine 
Afghan battles. 

“Masood did not know 
how to trust," his enemies 
say. adding, “now he will sow 
what he has reaped." 
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SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
SweUfch, TcL 810740 
AssaabBes of God Church, Td. 

632785. 

St. Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of Uk A n nuriH oa Td. 

637440. 

De b Salk Church Tel. 661757 
Terranueta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the AnnandatfoM Td. 

623541. 

Anglican Church Td. 6S2S26. 
Anrabn Cathode Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman lutenutioaal Church Tel. 
652526. 

EvungcBcal Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

CeniMBtpeiUBg Evangelical Con- 
gregation Td. 684195 
The Latter-Day Salats Td. 654932 
Church of Naaar c ne Td. 675691. 
The EvaugdBod Load Church in 
Amman 
Td. 811295 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by Ac Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Moderate weather conditions 
will prevail besoming add at night 
with winds irarthwcswriy njodcr- 
atc. In Aqaba, winds will be north- 
erly moderate and seas calm. 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 11/25 

Aqaba 20/30 

Deserts W28 

Jordan Valley 20/31 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 25. Aqaba 30 Humidity 
readings: Amman 32 per cent. 
Aqaba 38 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ramzi Mzawi 894788 

Dr. Khalil Abu Marjoub ... 779797 
Dr. Awni Al Hawamdch ... 832350 

Dr. Khalil AlTushxq 894788 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy ....’. 847632 

(RBID; 

Dr. Mohammad AlKhalili 273099 
Alquds pharmacy (—) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Hilal Al Sayyid 986702 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

emergencies 

Food. Control Centre 637111 

Gvjl Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 63034! 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Prtlic Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Cbmplaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints -897467 

Amman Munidpality 

Complaints .'. 787111 ’ 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Ovcraeas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs ., 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

RadioJordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Iordan Electricity Authority 
_ - „ 815615- 

Scctrac Power 


Company 63 6381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hnsscin Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

- 644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. - 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcisani ...... 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84584 5 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 1 674155 

The Arab Gmtrc for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 

Zarqs Govt. Hospital (09)983523 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Stna Hospital (09)986732 

■AlHSms Modem Hospital (WW09W 

Bank 

PrioccsBasma Hospital . — (02) 275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital* {(DJ272275 


Ibn A 1 Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 
Princess HajaHotprtaJ (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
. INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Roysl Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
l tcriutional Airport Td. (08)53200- 
‘ S. where it should always be mi* 
Bed. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Tormina! 1) 

6*45 Jakarta. Singapore (RJ) 

>7:00 Damascus (RJ) 

W--4S New Delhi (RJ 

09:15 Aqaba (RJ 

09J0 Karachi, Dubai (RJ 

6«5 Beirut (RJ 

IfcOO Colombo (RJ, 

!4fc45 New Yofk,' Amsterdam (RJ) 

IfcOS Cairo (RJ) 

18:15 -London. Berlin (RJ) 

22:18 Madrid (add) (RJ 

23:15 Paris (add) (RJ 

Ife» Vienna (RJ 


Other Rights (Terminal 2 ) 

84d» Vienna (OS) 

U =00 Aqaba. Paris (add) (Rj) 

11*0 Madrid (add) (RJ) 

*8:16 Damascus (AZ) 

* ^40 Sbariqab, Doha (GF) 

l**® Rome (AZ) 

18:15 Dubai (EK) 

JW5 Cairo (MS) 

2£10 Beirut (ME) 

Paris. Damascus (AF1 

Larnaca (CY) 

2*25 Amsterdam (KL) 

2&30..... London. Damascus (BA) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


IK'-d® Beirut (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

JI5S Vienna (RJ) 

£ Aqaba, Paris (add) (RJ) 

Madrid (add) (RJ) 

*1:48 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

'£>6 Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

Paris (Rj) 

*2:15 ... Brussels, Amsterdam (RJ) 
SJ* London (Rj) 

20:10 ........ Riyadh, D hah ran (RJ) 

222 "" Jcddah (W) 

**5 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai ( Rj) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

87:45 Beirut (ME) 

12:18 RomclAZ) 

13:18 Vienna (OS) 

13d0 Bahrain. Sbariqah (GF) 

19:15 Dubai <EK) 

2825 Cairo (MS) 

23:28 Larnaca (CY) 

Damascus, Paris (AF) 

•>£5 Amsterdam (KL) 

OOriW j, London (BA) 

market races 

Uppcrflawcrpricc in fil$ per kg. 

Banana (Mukainmarj on 

££28° 210/150 

r,^ m ^ CT,(larKC ) 200/ 100 

Cucumbers (small) 350/250 

30V a» 

500/400 

ouyes&y:;;;;;;;;;:;;;.^^ 

230/ 120 

Pepp er (hot) IgO/ jqq 

240 / 160 

Spinach ^22 

800 / 650 

Ton “ , ° 110/70 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor Thursday chairs a meeting of the Higher National Com- 
mittee of the Jerash Festival at Al-Ma’wa Palace to review and critique this sum- 
mer's cultural and artistic performance, exhibitions and activities as well as to plan 
for the festival’s special 15th anniversary programme next year. During their dis- 
cussion, the members stressed the importance of the festival in developing and pro- 
moting the country’s cultural fife and in e nhancin g and contributing to a more bal- 
anced regional and international understanding of Jordan and of Arab and Islamic 
culture. The festival, which has proven to be one of the most successful annual meet- 
ings of Arabs and Jordanians, promotes international cross-cultural exchange and 
tourism. According to a Royal Court statement. Queen Noor expressed her pride in 
the festival’s “unique example of Inter-sectoral cooperation ranging from student 
volunteers to substantial participation and support from private and public organ- 
isations” (photo by Crystal) 



Deputising for ’her Majesty Queen Noor, Princess Rania Abdullah Friday joins 
some 4,000 marchers, along with Princess Ghida Thlal and Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid to her right and Mrs. Abdul Salam Majali to her left, in a 
march which kicked off from the Cerebral Palsy Foundation (CPF) premises in 
Mecca street to the Ahli Club near the 8th Circle. The march is the culmination of 
week-long activities carried out by the CPF to mark the National Day for CP, which 
fefl on Oct5. The march aimed to raise funds to support the CPF projects through- 
out the Kingdom. Princess Rania also toured the CPF facilities and was briefed on 
its establishment and objectives by the CPF President Fakhri Bilbeisi. (Petra Photo) 


Excessive bureaucracy, overstaffing 
and unqualified civil servants still a 
problem, says Mohieddin Toq 


AMMAN (J.T,))’ — Minis- 
ter of Administrative 
Development Mohieddin 
Toq said despite the repeat- 
ed attempts by Jordan to 
cackle administrative prob- 
lems, the Kingdom was 
still facing problems such 
as excessive bnreaneracy, 
lade of training of adminis- 
trative staff, overstaffed 
departments as well as 
unqualified civil servants. 

In an interview with AI 
Aswaq Arabic daily. Dr. 
Toq said Jordan has been 
trying to tackle such prob- 
lems since 1984 when, 
under His Majesty King 
Hussein’s directives, the 
Royal Commission on 
Administrative Develop- 
ment was set up. He said 
the commission managed 
in 1988 to draft the civil 
service system. 

He added that in 1994, 
the Royal Commission on 
Reform and Modernisation 
was set up to address 
administrative illnesses 
facing the government. 

The minister noted that 
by the end of 1994, a regu- 
lation' was issued creating 
the Ministry of Administra- 
tive Development and that 
the ministry came into 
being by the beginning of 
1995. 

He said the mini stry can- 
not on its own tackle 
administrative problems 
and that it needs the coop- 
eration of all the minis tries 
and departments. He added 



Mohieddin Tbq 


that developing govern- 
ment admini stration wiH 
take a long time, noting 
that swift changes in 
administrative leaderships 
do not serve that purpose. 

He said mini sterial 
changes affect the progress 
of administrative plans and 
policies, describing these 
changes as one of the major 
problems feeing adminis- 
trative development 

Dr. Toq said one of the 
experiences that survived 
such changes was the edu- 
cational development 
process, which was headed 
by His Royal Highness 
Grown Prince Hassan since 
its start in the mid-1980s. 

He added that public 
opinion tends .to ignore 
successful development 
policies and plans, pointing 
ar the success of the 
Department of Passports 
and Civil Registration in 


fighting bureaucracy. 

He said a citizen can at 
the present time obtain a 
passport within hours 
instead of several days as 
was. the case before the 
administrative develop- 
ment process carried out by 
the department 

He also commended the 
experience of the Jordan 
Electricity Authority, 
which he described as a 
pioneering institution 
offering services to a large 
number of Arab and Third 
World countries. 

He said as of next year, 
new civil servants will, 
according to a new admin- 
istrative plan, have to 
enroll in training pro- 
gramme, and be stressed 
that promotion in govern- 
ment departments will be 
linked to the employees’ 
success in such pro- 
grammes. 

This plan, he said, entails 
offering training to the 
1 35,000 civil servants, 
which ought take years. 

The minister said person- 
nel in the ministries of edu- 
cation and health consti- 
tute 70 per cent of civil ser- 
vants, adding that govern- 
ment employees in jordan 
constitute 45 per cent of the 
the Kingdom’s workforce, 
including personnel of the 
Armed Forces, the public 
security, civil defence and 
general intelligence depart- 
ments. 


Siemens to install JD26m digital 
telephone exchange around Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) —The 
Telecommunications Cor- 
poration (TCC) has signed 
an agreement with 
Siemens, the German elec- 
tronic firm, to install mod- 
em digital telephone 
exchanges in several 
regions in Jordan at a cost 
of JD 26 million, according 
to an announcement by the 
TCC Friday. 

Under the terms of the 
agreement, signed by TCC 
Director General Walid 
Dweik and Siemens Man- 
ager Herman Frans, the 
co mp any will install and 
start the operations of the 
exchanges within two 
years. 

The TCC announcement 
said that Siemens will 
install 22 exchanges which 
would create a total of 298 
circuits in several regions. 

The statement said the 
project, to be implemented 
in stages, entails setting np 


the exchanges in the 
Amman, Ltbtd, Salt, Ajloun. 
Zarqa, Jerash, Karak, 
Tafileh and Maftaq gover- 
noraies. 

Minister of Post and 
Communications Jamal 
Santireh, who attended the 
signing cennony, was 
quoted last month as saying 
that the ministry plans to 
modernise the telecommu- 
nications sector within the 
framework of an overall 
national programme. 

He bad said that the 
telecommunications sector 
needed to undertake several 
projects until the year 2008 
at the estimated value of 
$1,067 billion. 

Mr Saraireh said some of 
the projects under consider- 
ation by the ministry would 
be submitted to foreign 
investors at the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
conference later this month. 



Telecommunications Corporation Director General Walid Dweik and Siemens Man- 
ager Herman Frans Thursday evening exchange copies of an agreement they signed 
for the installation of digital telephone exchanges in the country' (Petra photo) 


Writers group to honour 
award winners 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The 1994 Jor- 
danian Writers' Associa- 
tion (JWA) awards, 
announced last week, will 
be presented to the award- 
winners Nov. 15, at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

This year, the awards, 
which were first estab- 
lished in 1984, will for the 
first time include an award 
for democracy, freedom 
and journalism. 

Journalists qualifying for 
the new award, said presi- 
dent bf.dje JWA, Ibrahim 
AbsL ■ "should be ■ known 
for their firm stand ■ in 
defending democracy and 
human rights in the Arab 
World." 

The new award, the ninth 
in the JWA list of awards, 
will be named after the 
late Jordanian journalist 
Michel Nimiy, known for 
his publications on the vio- 
lation of human rights in 
the Arab World. 

Michel Nimry was assas- 
i sinated in Athens in 1985. 
i The new award does, to 
1 some extent, overiap with 
the aims of the political 
column award usually pre- 
! sented to journalists, said 
Mohammad Mashayekh, 
member of the JWA. 

The other eight JWA 
awards are for short story, 
poetry, novel, research and 
thought, political columns 
and h uman rights. 

The 1994 JWA award to 
political column writings 
was awarded to Khairi 
Mansour of Al Dustour 
Arabic daily. 

Hie human rights award 
goes to those writers who 
were brave enough to dis- 
close human rights viola- 
tions in the Arab World. 

Mr. Absi said that the 
association believes 
strongly in such an award 
because "writers are use- 
less if they do not stand up 
for those who speak out 
against injustices." 

"Everything has a politi- 
cal basis, human rights is a 
political right, and the 
association will support all 
people who are unjustly 
treated," Mr Absi said. 

The JWA human rights 
committee, he said, that 
grants this award, does not 
belong to any political 
party. 

"They (the committee 
members) are democratic 
intellectuals who view 
human rights ss integral to 
Jordan and the Arab 


World" he said 

The human rights award 
for 1994, which is called 
the "Munther Anabtawi 
Award" after one of the 
founders of Arab Human 
Rights Organisation, is to 
be present^ to three for- 
mer political prisoners, 
Dafi Jam’ani, Hakim Fayez 
and Mujali Nasrawin, all 
of whom were released 
recently from Syrian jails 
where they had been 
detained for 21 years. 

Previous winners of the 
prize were lawyer Ibrahim 
Bakr and former deputy 
Laith ShubailaL 
■ Candidates foi the nine 
awards, including the new 
Nimry Award for Democ- 
racy, Freedom and Journal- 
ism, are nominated by gov- 
ernmental and non-govem- 
mental institutions in Jor- 
dan and the Arab Writers 
Federation (AWF), which 
has bases in 13 Arab coun- 
tries, said Mr. Mashayekh. 

"The association informs 
all organisations before- 
hand of its award plans, so 
the AWF can have enough 
time to send in nomina- 
tions," he added. 

The Jordanian winners 
are Huzaima Habayeb who < 
is to be presented with the 
1994 Mahmoud Seif Al 
Din Irani Award for Short I 
Story Writing. Also from I 
Jordan were Fayez Mah- 
moud for the novel awards 
and Yousef Abu Loz and 
Mohammad Amiri who 
took the poetry awards. ! 

The two other non-Jor- 
danian winners for the 
1994 awards were Nasif 
Nasar of Lebanon, who 
won the Munif Razzaz 
Award for Research and 
Thought, Nabeel Suleiman 
of Syria, who won the 
Gbalib Halasa Award for 
novels. 

Each winner will receive 
JD 500, unless two persons 
are sharing the award. 

The nominations for 
each award are judged by 
separate five- member 

committees made up of 
writers and thinkers. 

In the human rights com- 
mittee, members must be 
qualified lawyers, Mr. Absi 
explained. 

The delay in announcing 
the JWA 1994 awards, said 
Mr. Absi, was because of 
the internal rift between 
members of the previous 
administration committee. 

The JWA 1995 awards 
will be announced very 
soon, Mr. Absi said. 



FILMS 

• "Bella de Dia," at Institute Cervantes, Jabal Amman, at 
5.00p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Luis Azcarate at Institute Cervantes, Jabal 
Amman. 

*A Retrospective Exhibition of Sculptures and Drawings 
(1965-1995) by Mona Saudi at Darat Al Funun, Jebel 
Weibdeh- 


Private sector to propose construction 
of $18m golf course at MENA summit 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jor- 
dan's proposals for projects 
aimed at promoting the 
country’s tourism sector at 
the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
summit include an $18 mil- 
lion golf course, Akel Bilca- 
ji, chairman of a private 
sector sub-committee on 
tourism preparing for 
MENA, said Friday. 

Mr. Biltaji, who is vice 
president of investments at 
Royal Jordanian, said that 
the total pressed projects 
are worth about $1.5 billion 
and will be submitted with 
the aim of attracting foreign 
investors. 

He said that his sub-com- 
mittee has prepared lists of 
tourism projects including 
hotels, integrated tourist 
villages, golf courses, and 
other facilities to be set up 



Akel Biltnji 


at Aqaba at an estimaced 
cost of $500 million, as 
well as natural therapeutic 
centres and other related 
schemes near the Dead Sea 
estimated at $500 million. 

Mr. Biltaji said youth 


camping sites at Wadi Rum 
and hotels at Petra mid 
Wadi Mousa are among the 
other projects. 

The sub-committee said 
the proposed SIS million 
golf course would be con- 
structed near the Queen 
Alia International Airport, 
Mr. Biltaji said. 

He said work was already 
under way on a golf course 
and a tourist zone in Aqaba 
worth $168 million, adding 
that the project is a joint 
venture undertaken by the 
Aqaba. Region Authority 
and the - American . firm 
Magic Land. 

According to Mr Biltaji, 
the sub-committee has also 
plans to develop traditional 
Jordanian handicrafts in the 
badia region and other rural 
communities. 



Minister of Water and Irrigation Saleh lrsheidat Friday gives the start signal of a 
march to conserve water. The march, held tinder the theme "each drop of water 
counts" was organised by the Jordan Environment Society (JES) in cooperation 
with die Ministry of Water and Irrigation. Marchers started their walk from the 
ministry premises and ended at the University of Jordan's sports faculty in the 
Arjan area, where a sports festival was held. Addressing the festival. Dr Lrsheidat 
said the collection and proper treatment of household waste water helps prevent 
pollution of surface and ground water sources, thus contributing to upgrading the 
social and economic conditions of people. Taking part in the march were Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation's senior staff, the Secretary General of Jordan Valley Author- 
ity and a large number of concerned citizens (Petra photo) 


111 German cyclists arrive 
on humanitarian mission 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A group of 111 
German physicians, univer- 
sity professors, and other 
prominent people repre- 
senting the University of 
Giessen in Germany 
arrived here Friday on a 
humanitarian mission 
which involves a bicycle 
tour of Jordan. 

The group calls itself 
Tour Peiper after a German 
doctor who dedicated his 
life and work to helping 
children with cancer. 

Led by Professor F_Laro- 
pert, Tour Peiper will ride 
37 kilometres through the 


streets of Amman , then 
make their way to Madaba, 
Karak, Petra, Wadi Rum 
and Aqaba, a German 
embassy spokesperson told 
the Jordan Times. 

The official said the 
group had collected JD 
70,000 in contributions 
from German citizens and 
will present a cheque in that 
amount to Al Araai Cancer 
Centre. According to the 
official, this will be the 
group's first trip to the 
Middle East, having earlier 
toured several Eastern 
European countries, includ- 
ing Russia, on similar 
humanitarian missions. 

From Aqaba Tour Peiper 


will cross to Eilat to start a 
trip to Bethlehem and 
Jerusalem, ending their 
mission by Oct. 22 when 
they will fly home from 
Israel, the embassy said. 

Established in 1983 the 
group is gaining fame and 
support from the public 
sector of Germany for their 
humanitarian ' efforts, 
according to the official. 

Al Arnal Cancer Centre, 
a-II3 bed medical facility, 
has received contributions 
from several European 
countries, as well as spe- 
cialised training for its staff 
in the U.S., and has raised 
significan donations in the 
Kingdom itself. 
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U. K. Premier woos voters 
with pledge to cut taxes 


BLACKPOOL, England 
(R) — British Prime 
Minister John Major Friday 
promised radical tax cats 
and a war on crime to carry 
his Conservative Party to a 
fifth successive election 
victory. 

In a speech to the party’s 
annnal conference. Mr. 
Major pledged to make 
Britain the “enterprise cen- 
tre of Europe” and to fight 
to stay in power until the 
21st century. 

“Today we meet united, 
healed, renewed and thirst- 
ing for the real fight: with 
Labour," Mr. Major said. 
“All elections are important 
but the next is a watershed 
— beat Labour one more 
time, and we’ve beaten 
socialism for good.” 

The next election is due 
by mid- 1997. In opinion 
polls. Mr. Major’s party is 
trailing about 30 points 
behind the Labour Party 
which has been rejuvenated 
under leader Tony Blair. 

Mr. Major announced new 
initiatives on crime and 
education. 

Britain would establish an 
FBI-style national squad to 
support police in the fight 
against crime and drugs, put 
5,000 more police on the 
streets and double tbe cash 


available to send poorer 
children to private schools. 

Mr. Major answered the 
pleas of delegates for vote- 
winning tax cuts. “Now the 
recession is over, as soon as 
prudent, we must get taxes 
down again,” he said. 

“And be in no doubt I 
don’t only mean income 
tax. 1 mean the taxes that 
damage investment and 
stultify wealth creation. I 
mean ‘inheritance tax. I 
mean capital gains tax. We 
must cut them, and then — 
when affordable — we 
should abolish them.” 

While standing firm 
against moves for a federal 
Europe, Mr. Major steered 
clear of the rampantly 
nationalist tone of speeches 
earlier in the week which 
brought furious responses 
from Brussels and 
Conservatives on the left of 
the party. 

“I’m for Europe, not 
against it. And 1 intend to 
argue for policies that will 
help it succeed,” said Mr. 
Major, who defeated anti- 
European critics in his party 
in a July leadership ballot 

He went on: “We must be 
sympathetic, but we must 
stand, our comer... We did 
not enter it (Europe) for a 
federal Europe. It wouldn't 


work for us. Our partners 
must understand that it’s 
politically and constitution- 
ally unacceptable.” 

In a speech that could help 
decide his electoral and 
political fate, Mr. Major 
said building peace in 
Northern Ireland would 
remain at the top of his gov- 
ernment’s priorities. 

Meanwhile - Defence 
Secretary Michael Portillo 
Friday defended a virulently 
natio nalis t speech in which 
he declared that British 
troops would never fight for 
Brussels, saying ire had an 
important point to make. 

Mr. Portillo’s speech 
Tuesday to the ruling 
Conservative Party confer- 
ence infuriated members of 
his own party who favour 
the European Union and 
was criticised by European 
Commission President 
Jacques Santee. 

But Mr. Pottillo said he 
had been using “vivid lan- 
guage” to make a serious 
point. 

“I don’t see why it is 
regarded as such a sin to use 
rhetoric to make tbe anti- 
federalist case,” he told 
BBC Radio. 

“I had to use language in 
the ball in order to inspire 
my party to believe that that 


is an important matter.” 

Mr. Portillo, a darling of 
the Conservative right and 
tipped as a future party 
leader, said there was “a 
real battle to be fought 
against the creep towards 
European federalism”. 

“A politician has to be a 
statesman some days of the 
week and he has to be able 
to inspire his party on other 
days of the week. You have 
to be well-rounded in that 
respect,” he added. 

Mr. Santer, without men- 
tioning Mr. Portillo by 
name, described anti- 
European tirades by politi- 
cians as “grotesque”. 
Former Conservative minis- 
ter Edwina Currie described 
Mr. Portillo’s speech as 
“irresponsible” . and poten- 
tially offensive. 

The row could damage 
Mn Major’s efforts to por- 
tray the ruling party as 
newly united. 

With tbe opposition 
Labour Party launching an 
offensive over Europe — 
portraying themselves as 
pro-European but mindful 
of British interests — left- 
wing Conservatives say a 
shift to the right on Europe 
by tbe ruling party could be 
fatal in an election due by 
May 1997. 


Japan cult guru indicted on fresh murder charges 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
prosecutors pressed another 
set of murder charges 
Friday against cult gum 
Shoko Asahara, this time 
over the deaths of a lawyer 
and his family who disap- 
peared six years ago, 
Japanese media reported. 


Tbe Aum Shinn Kyo 
(Supreme Truth Sect) leader 
waf, indicted along wi th .five 
of ms top followers on 
charges of murdering the 
couple and their infant son, 
NHK public television and 
Kyodo News Agency said. 

The 40-year-old Asahara, 
who has already been 
indicted on a series of mur- 
der counts, including the 
subway gas attack in March, 
has admitted ordering his 
followers to kill the family. 
NHK quoted prosecutors as 
saying. Prosecutors were 
not immediately available 
to confirm tbe reports. 

The lawyer disappeared 
along with his wife and 14- 
month-old child after he 
helped disenchanted Aum 


members leave the cult. The 
three bodies were found in 
shallow graves last month. 

All those indicted Friday 
are already in custody and 
awaiting trial on murder and 
attempted murder charges 
relating to sarin nerve gas 
attacks and the strangling of 
a rebellious follower, as 
well as other alleged crimes. 
NHK said. 

The most notorious of the 
crimes blamed on the Aum 
cult, the March 20 nerve gas 
attack on the Tokyo subway, 
killed 11 and harmed more 
than 5,000 passengers. 

Friday’s indictments came 
after police exhumed tile 
remains of lawyer Tsutsumi 
Sakamoto, his wife Satoko 
and their son Tatsuhiko 
from concealed mountain- 
side graves. 

The family vanished from 
their apartment in 
Yokohama, near Tokyo, in 
1989 when Tsutsumi was 
active in a group of lawyers 
helping Aum members 
leave the cult At fee time of 


their disappearances, 
Tsutsumi was 33 and 
Satoko was 29. 

Police sources have said 
that investigators found the 
graves after Aum members 
admitted under questioning 
that they killed tbe family 
and buried their bodies. 

Media reports apparently 
based on police briefings 
only open to domestic 
media have said Asahara is 
believed to have ordered the 
Sakamotos be killed — wife 
specific instructions they be 
given lethal injections of 
drugs — because fee lawyer 
was deemed a threat to fee 
group's activities. 

Asahara goes on trial for 
murder on Ocl 26 in what 
legal experts call Japan’s 
criminal trial of fee century. 
Asahara’ s lawyer has said 
fee cult leader has admitted 
ordering fee subway gas 
attack, but only to avert tbe 
threatened disbandment of 
the group. 

Other crimes linked to the 
group include two abduc- 


tion-murders, fee execution 
of a rebel follower, fee ille- 
gal production of drugs and 
weapons and another nerve 
gas attack on a resort city in 
central Japan in June 1994 
which killed seven people 
and made 600 ill. 

Separately, Tokyo’s dis- 
trict court is considering 
whether to comply wife 
requests from the city’s 
governor and state prosecu- 
tors to disband fee dooms- 
day cult as a religious 
organisation. 

In what would be an even 
tougher crackdown on fee 
cult, Japanese authorities 
are also considering 
whether to apply a contro- 
versial subversion law feat 
would ban fee group from 
conducting any activity. 

The Asahi S himh nn news- 
paper reported Friday that 
Prime Minister Totniichi 
Murayama has decided not 
to sanction fee use of tbe 
harsh law at least until the 
Tokyo court has ordered tbe 
disbandment of fee cult 


U.N. conference fails to curb use of landmines 


VIENNA (R) — Delegates 
from 42 nations have foiled 
to agree in Vienna on new 
international restrictions on 
the use of landmines. 

The three-week U.N.- 
sponsored conference, 
reviewing a 1980 conven- 
tion on inhumane weapons, 
had sought agreement on 
new rules feat would reduce 
fee risk posed by mines to 
civilians. 

“They will not be able to 
conclude a new protocol oo 
fee land mines by tomor- 
row,” a conference spokes- 
woman told Reuters. 

“But, rather than leave it 
to another review confer- 
ence in five years time, they 
will decide on a new 
timetable to meet again 
soon,” she said. But she 
added that it was unlikely a 
fresh meeting would be held 
this year. 

An official statement said 
the conference had been 
“unable to reach agreement 
on stronger restrictions on 
fee use of anti-personnel 
mines.. .(and.) failed to com- 
plete its main task.” 

Delegations weot some 
way towards drafting a new 
document to ban the use and 
transfer of blinding laser 
weapons, but they failed to 
back harder proposals to 
outlaw the production and 
stockpiling of these ‘ 
weapons. 

The outcome will come as 
a disappointment to U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali who urged delegates 
at fee opening of the confer- 
ence on Sept 25 to ban 
landmines altogether. 

“We must eliminate land- 
mines once and for all. We 


must ban their use. We must 
ban their production. We 
most destroy those feat are 
stockpiled,” he said. 

Tbe United Nations esti- 
mates 20,000 people, many 
of them children or civilians 
trying to farm on former 
battlefields, are killed or 
maimed in landmine blasts 
every year. 

The international commu- 
nity clears about 100,000 
landmines each year but 
during fee same period, 
between two and five mil- 
lion more are laid, the 
United Nations says. 

The UN. High 
Commissioner for 

Refugees, fee International 
Committee of fee Red Cross 
and many other relief agen- 
cies and humanitarian 
organisations from around 
fee world backed the idea of 
a total ban. 

The conference spokes- 
woman said several coun- 
tries raised objections to a 
variety of proposed restric- 
tions, including a ban on the 
use of current stockpiles. 

Proposals to set up an 
international inspectorate to 
ensure signatories to the 
convention abided by its 
rules caused fee biggest out- 
cry, with many stares 
protesting feat such a move 
would infringe their sover- 
eignty. 

France announced at the 
•Start of the conference feat 
it would stop production 
and export of all anti-per- 
sonnel mines and would 
begin destroying its stocks. 

China, Pakistan, Russia 
and Mexico were among 
those unhappy wife curbs 
obliging them to use only 


so-called “smart mines” 
which self-destruct after a 
short time period. They 
argued against the rule part- 
ly oo grounds of cost 

Iran was reported to have 
called for a transfer of tech- 
nology enabling developing 
countries to produce self- 
destruction anti-personnel 
mines. 

China, in its address to fee 
conference, said states, 
especially in the developing 
world, had a legitimate right 
to plant mines to defend 
themselves against foreign 
aggressors. 

Tbe United States, backed 
by Britain, supported a ban 
on laser weapons “specifi- 
cally designed to blind” but 
would not agree to elimi- 
nate lasers to counter opti- 
cal or electro-optical 
devices. 

The U.S. military has can- 
celled a backpack laser 
weapon for army troops 
based on a new policy 
against arms designed to. 
blind enemy soldiers, the U. 
S. Defence Department 
announced Thursday. 

Pentagon spokesman Ken 
Bacon said Deputy Defence 
Secretary John White gave 
the order last week to scrap 
the so-called “laser counter- 
measures system” on which 
the army has already spend 
$23 million. 

The weapon, using a cum- 
bersome backpack, would 
have allowed a soldier to 
fire an intense ray of light 
against an enemy laser posi- 
tion. 

‘It was an anti-laser laser, 
an army programme feat 
used a laser to defeat other 
lasers” Mr. Bacon told 


reporters. 

Defence Secretary 

William Perry last month 
prohibited the military ser- 
vices from developing 
lasers designed to blind foes 
permanently. The move fol- 
lowed years of Pentagon 
resistance to any limitations 
cm exotic laser weapons. 

“There were other prob- 
lems wife tbe (army) pro- 
gramme,” Mr. Bacon said in 
response to questions 
Thursday. 

“It was a costly pro- 
gramme and also it tamed 
out feat tbe equipment was 
extremely heavy and a sol- 
dier carrying fee laser 
counter-measures system 
could only carry feaL He or 
she couldn’t carry any other 
equipment” 

The new defence policy 
allows U.S. troops to be 
equipped wife lasers used 
for such purposes as range- 
finding and targeting, but 
bans those which could vir- 
tually turn fee cornea of a 
human eye to ashes.” 

The cancellation came 
less than two months after 
the army awarded a $12 
million contract to 
Lockheed Sanders Inc. Of 
Nashua, New Hampshire, to 
build 20 of fee little sys- 
tems. The service had 
planned to buy another 30 
systems and 25 training 
sets. 

Lasers, which direct high 
concentrations of- light for 
purposes ranging from mea- 
surement to destruction, 
were once subjects for sci- 
ence fiction buffs. 



British Prime Minister John Major applauds as Lady Margaret Thatcher takes her 
seat on the platform for the economics debate on the third day of the Conservative 
Party conference in Blackpool (AFP photo) 

World sends 70th birthday 
greetings to Lady Thatcher 


LONDON (R) — Former 
Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher attracted warm 
tributes from around fee 
world on her 70th birthday 
Friday, but it was just 
another day to fee “iron 
lady” of British politics. 

World leaders from the 
Thatcher era, which ended 
in November 1990 wife her 
resignation, telephoned 
“happy birthday” messages 
to Britain’s first woman 
prime minister. 

“I hope fee rest of your 
life is as full and challeng- 
ing as the wonderful life 
you have already had,” for- 
mer U.S. President George 
Bush said in a gushing 
accolade aired on BBC 
Radio. 

He praised Thatcher, now 
a baroness, for her efforts to 
maintain Britain's alliance 
wife fee United States. Wife 
a touch of gallantry, he 
added: “You don't look 70, 
anyway.” 

Lady Thatcher has an 
adoring following in- the 
United States and regularly 
conducts public-speaking 
tours there. Among her 
closest friends are ex- 
President Ronald Reagan 
— a political soulmate with 
his deeply conservative 
views — and his wife 
Nancy. 

“You were and are 
America’s finest friend and 
Ronnie and I will cherish 
your friendship always,” 
Nancy Reagan said, in a 


message broadcast on tbe 
BBC. 

Lady Thatcher said she 
would not be doing any- 
thing special to celebrate. 
“It’s~just another day," she 
told her daughter Carol 
Thatcher, a journalist, in a 
birthday interview. 

Margaret Thatcher’s 
office said she would spend 
the evening quietly at home 
with her husband Sir Denis, 
who is 80. 

Former Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev said he 
had met Lady Thatcher dur- 
ing the 1980s at a crucial 
moment in history. 

“I very much value and 
appreciate fee co-operation 
and understanding feat 
emerged in our enormous 
number of meetings.” he 
said, speaking through a 
translator. 

Venerated she may be 
abroad and among many 
who still support her views 
at home, but fee ex-premier 
has also aroused strong dis- 
like in Britain. 

Her successor. Prime 
Minister John Major, who 
has attracted less than glow- 
ing reviews from Lady 
Thatcher in the past five 
years, touched on this 
ambivalence in his mes- 
sage. 

“The Controversies fade 
but the substance of what 
someone achieved 

remains,” he said of her 11- 
year hold on power. 

“When she became prime 


mini ster she found a coun- 
try feat had very little confi- 
dence. that had had years of 
socialism, feat had endem- 
ic, deep-rooted problems 
feat many people thought 
were insoluble. 

“I think Margaret 
Thatcher's great place in 
history is feat she didn't 
accept feat, that she was 
right about that and feat she 
changed fee whole percep- 
tion of politics towards 
individual liberty.” 

Lady Thatcher was given 
a standing ovation 
Thursday at the ruling 
Conservative Party’s annual 
conference. 

Mr. Major has given a 
dinner to celebrate her 
birthday and Queen 
Elizabeth will attend anoth- 
er in her honour. 

There will also be a cele- 
bration in Washington later 
this month which could 
raise more than $2 million 
for fee Thatcher Foundation 
which aims to further her 
political aims. 

“I’ve always had a natural 
passion for politics and a 
' natural interest in history 
and a natural passion to get 
things right for the future, 
and I have brought about 
colossal changes,” she said 
in fee interview wife Carol. 

“1 must carry on. You’re 
just as passionate about the 
future as you were when 
you set out on the political 
path.” 


India ‘determined’ to hold Kashmir polls 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India will go ahead with 
elections in the troubled 
northern state of Kashmir 
despite threats by Muslim 
separatists to sabotage 
them, Home Minister 
Shankarrao Cbavan said in 
remarks published Friday. 

Mu Chavan said in fee 
southern city of Bangalore 
Thursday that fee legisla- 
tive polls would be held 
even though “stray inci- 
dents of violence were 
bound to occur,” the Hindu 
newspaper quoted him say- 
ing. 

“No force can stop us,” 
Mr. Chavan told the local 
branch of Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao’s 
Congress (I) Party in an 
apparent reference to neigh- 
bouring Pakistan. 


India’s neighbour has 
been accused here of back- 
ing a bloody Muslim sepa- 
ratist campaign raging since 
1989 in Kashmir, India’s 
only Muslim-majority state. 

However. Islamabad 
denies Indian claims that it 
arms and trains the guenil-, 
las. 

Mr. Chavan said there 
were “countries which did 
not want India to succeed in 
establishing a democratic 
government” in the north- 
ern state, but did not speci- 
fy when the elections to tbe 
Kashmir legislature would 
be held. 

Officials have suggested 
they could take place before 
the current period of direct 
rule by the federal authori- 
ties expires in January. 

Tbe last state assembly 


elections were held in 
Kashmir in 1987 but were 
marred by widespread alle- 
gations of fraud. It has been 
ruled directly by New Delhi 
since January 1990. 

Mr. Chavan said there 
were “attempts” to get the 
public “to boycott the elec- 
tions and also create vio- 
lence.” Failure to hold the. 
polls “would be a victory 
for Pakistan ,” he added. 

Muslim militants and 
politicians in the Kashmir 
Valley have vowed to sabo- 
tage and boycott any elec- 
tions, and insist they will 
only be satisfied with com- 
plete independence. 

More than 12,000 people 
have died in the separatist 
drive in Kashmir. 


Rwanda offers Zaire to take 
20,000 refugees daily from Zaire 

appeals to arrest these peo- 
ple.” 

One million Hutu 
refugees fled to Zaire after 
last year’s civil war which 
saw Tutsi rebels defeat the 
then Hutu government that 
led a genocide of more than 
50(1,000 Tutsis and moder- 
ate Hutus. 

The killings were sparked 
off by the assasination of 
Hutu military stron gman 
Juvenal Habyarimana in 
April last year. Vengeful 
followers, including many 
of the refugees and Mr. 
Habyarimana’s 40.00k 
strong army, joined fee 
slaughter. 

Fear of revenge and 
threats by Hutu extremists 
m camps deter many from 
returning to Rwanda where 
jails are packed wife 54,000 
genocide suspects awaiting 


KIGALI (R) — Efforts to 
solve the 15-month-old 
Rwandan refugee • crisis 
moved forward Friday wife 
Zaire promising to do all it 
can to send home a million 
Rwandan refugees on its 
soil and Rwanda agreeing 
to take 20,000 a day. 

Zaire, after two days of 
talks wife Rwanda and fee 
U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugee (UNHCR) in 
fee northwestern border 
town of Gisenyi, also 
agreed to neutralise extrem- 
ists scaring refugees from 
going home, a joint state- 
ment said. 

UN. officials said fee cri- 
sis would drag on if con- 
crete deeds did not follow 
fee talks, which ■ ended 
Thursday. 

Rwandan Rehabilitation 
Minister Patrick 

Mazimpaka told Reuters 


that Rwanda was ready to 
handle 20,000 returnees 
daily by increasing fee 
□umber of crossings and 
transit centres along its bor- 
der. 

• In what may be fee first 
sign of a loosening of fee 
extremist, grip ou refugee 
camps, Mr. Mazimpaka also 
said feat some leading 
genocide suspects in Zaire 
were beading for “safer” 
African countries like 
Cameroon to avoid expul- 
sions. 

“The big fish have started 
moving out of fee region 
because they are not so sure 
they are safe anymore ” Mr. 
Mazimpaka said 

‘There are some countries 
still safe for them like 
Cameroon which has over 
200 genocide suspects. 
Unfortunately Cameroon 
has not responded to our 


Depardieu junior 
injured in crash 

PARIS (AFP) - 
Guillaume Depardieu, fee 
24-vear-o!d actor son of 
French film star Gerard 
Depardieu. bus been 
injured in a motorbike 
crash. Depardieu junior, 
who has followed his 
father's footsteps onto fee 
big screen, in particular 
suffered leg injuries in fee 
crash in fee Paris region 
last Friday night. The 
young actor made his film 
debut four years ago with 
Alain Comeau's “Tous Lcs 
Matins Du Monde” in 
which he co-starred with 
his father. He recently fin- 
ished work on a second 
feature. 

Police help 
Australian fugitive 
flee crocodile 

SYDNEY (R) An 
Australian fugitive is still 
at large in the outback 
thanks to a hungry saltwa- 
ter crocodile and shaip- 
shooting police. Raymond 
Rankine, wanted for 
crimes such as threatening 
to kill, was being hunted by 
police from the Western 
Australia town of 
Kununurra after escaping 
from jail last month. He 
was tracked to the Ord 
River, but when police 
lunged at him he jumped in 
the river. As he was swept 
across fee river, a four- 
metre (12-ft) crocodile slid 
off fee bank and headed 
towards Mr. Rankine. 
Police fired on the croco- 
dile, giving Mr. Rankine 
time to head up the oppo- 
site bank and run away. He 
has not been seen since. 


OJ means orange 

juice, Florida 
claims 

LAKELAND, Florida (R) 
— The state agency feat 
markets Florida’s $8 bil- ' 
lion citrus industry wants 
to keep the right to use fee 
letters OJ despite a bid by 
O. J. Simpson to trademark 
fee initials, a state official 
said. Lawyers have filed 
notice wife fee U.S. Patent 
Office they want to retain 
fee right to use the letters 
in ads for Florida orange 
juice, said Michael Sparks 
of the Florida Department 
of citrus. “The Florida cit- 
rus industry has been using 
OJ in marketing... certainly 
for the last 20 years,” said 
Mr. Sparks. 

‘My name’s 
Brosnan — Pierce 
Brosnan’ 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Actor Pierce Brosnan, 
admits it, he practiced the 
five most important words 
for his new movie role like 
no others. “My name’s 
Bond, James Bond.” T’ve 
actually said those words, 
yes, in front of the mirror 
and in fee car. “If someone 
catches you doing it, it can 
be very embarrassing," 
Brosnan told Movie! ine 
magazine. The Irish-born 
actor said he was opti- 
mistic his first role as the 
legendary Agent 007 in the 
soon-to-be-released Gol- 
deneye would be a success, 
despite criticism fee suave 
British secret agent charac- 
ter has become dated with 
the end of the cold war. 

Secretary says 
Pavarotti will 
never be her man 

MILAN (R) — Luciano 
Pavarotti’s secretary, deny- 
ing newspaper reports of 
an affair, was quoted as 
saying the opera superstar 
would never be fee man of 
her life or tbe father of her 
children. Nicolettu 

Mantovani, 29, denied 
newspaper reports she was 
pregnant by the Italian 
tenor, who was 60 
Thursday. “I’m a gifl who 
has the good fortune to live 
close to an exceptional 
man who has opened up 
my . mind.” she said, 
according to an advance 
copy of an interview with 
fee Italian magazine Chi. 
But I am not pregnant, as 
has been written. Pavarotti 
will never be fee man of 
my life nor the father of mv 
children.” J 
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Mandela: Government 
will last full term 


JOHANNESBURG, South 
Africa (AP) — President 
Nelson Mandela has played 
down clashes with his gov- 
erning partners and said he 
expected his administration 
to last its full five-year 
term. 

In a meeting with senior 
executives and members of 
the board of directors of the 
Associated Press, Mr. 
Mandela pointed out suc- 
cesses of the first 18 
months of his government 
that he said don't always 
get reported in the media. 

Rumours earlier Thursday 
that Deputy President F.W. 
De Klerk of the white-led 
National Party would resign 
from the government 
affected South Africa’s 
bond markets and currency. 
Ml De klerk’s spokesman 
called the rumours untrue 
and ridiculous. 

Recent verbal clashes 
between Mr. Mandela and 
Ml De Klerk, the former 
president succeeded by Mr. 
Mandela after South 
Africa's first all-race elec- 
tion last year, fueled specu- 
lation that Ml De Klerk and 
his National Party would 
pull out of the unity govern- 
ment that also includes the 
Zulu nationalist Irikatha 
Freedom Party. 

Mr. Mandela insisted no 
such Split was immin ent 
“Mr. De Klerk and 1 
understand that we need 
each other," he said. “It's 
not a question of personal 
likes, it's of an absolute 
necessity that we be togeth- 
er.” 

Mr. Mandela said be “bad 
no doubt that it (the unity 
government) will last for 
the full five-year term.” 

Dressed in a casual tight 
blue outfit, Mr. Mandela 
gestured with his right hand 
while detailing what he 
called 'the progress made 
since his African National 
Congress (ANQ won the 
1994 election. 


He cited new economic 
figures that showed infla- 
tion rising at 15 per cent in 
the 12 months to August, 
well below the double dig- 
its of earlier this year ami 
less than expected. 

“The most significant basis 
for this economic upturn is 
the phenomenal growth in 
fixed investments, a reflec- 
tion of the profound confi- 
dence that entrepreneurs 
have in the country's long- 
term prospects,” Mr. 
Mandela said 
Such growth was needed 
to pay for the widespread 
development programmes 
the ANC-led government 
has promised to millions of 
impoverished blacks, be 
said. 

In addition. South Africa 
must study economic incen- 
tives for foreign investors 
in order to compete with the 
developing nations of Asia, 
Mr. Mandela said 
He described some of the 
living conditions he has 
encountered in traveling 
through South Africa, such 
as villagers who depend on 
a filthy stream for water 
and burning cow dung to 
beat their dwellings and 
cook their food 
To allow party politics or 
opposition groups to pre- 
vent those people from get- 
ting cleao water and elec- 
tricity would be a tragedy, 
Mr. Mandela said 
“We would be regarded as 
traitors by our people and 
tire entire world,” he said 
Ml Mandela has been 
accused by some militant 
and populist blacks of try- 
ing too hard to appease 
whites at the expense of 
helping the black majority 
that voted him to powee 
He said the whites, 
through the advantages of 
the apartheid system, have 
better education and crucial 
roles in keeping the econo- 
my and country going. 


Hillary Clinton visits Chile 


SANTIAGO (Agencies) — 
U.S. fust lady Hillary 
Clinton began a brief visit 
to Chile Friday, the second 
leg of a goodwill tour of 
four Latin American 
nations. 

Mis. Clinton arrived here 
early Friday from 
Managua, where she met 
with Nicaraguan President 


Violeta Chamorro. 

During her 31-hour stay in 
Chile, Mrs. Clinton will 
meet with President 
Eduardo Frei and his wife, 
Marta Larraechea, who will 
later accompany her on a 
visit to a family planning 
centre in one of Santiago’s 
working class neighbour- 
hoods. 


Quebec separatist leader 
boosts victory chances 


Brosnan MONTREAL (R) — 

, v j 1 1 s .K> - Quebec’s independence 
1 movement could gain 

1 < ,|K momentum after charismat- 

' ’!j m ^ ic separatist leader Lucien 
" ‘ ‘ ,,.b lit Boncbard took the reins this 

, ’ iijiw'’ week of the campaign for 

" , ;il , u f -r« secession of the French- 

' " ‘ i ih.-M- speaking, province from 
' ' lk - m« T ' < Canada. 

*'• h'*"* 1 * With crowds at rallies 
i!,; * :I , v dwindling, a series of pub- 

- ‘ h^Tjv'inf lie gaffes and a string of 

•!' ■; 1 ' 1 poor public opinion polls, 

ii; l ‘ ,| ‘ injhltf 5 - political pundits had all but 

is:* |1k .ff • written-off the chances of a 

• l |K ‘ ,, it* separatist victory in the Oct 

hr- i"' 1 “^-‘miie 30 referendum on Quebec 

l.u' v v ' u i £+ sovereignty. 

in- But Mr. Bouchard, leader 

. on l»i I' 1 ' - 1 ' sii \{ of the separatist Bloc 

• Quebecois party in the 

, sh-i*' 1 ■‘r 1 '" 1 ju# Canadian federal pariia- 

, 1 meat, seized the campaign 

i ilu- * 4 ‘ 1J ' initiative Sunday with 

impassioned attacks on 
a y 5 Canada and appeals to 

■cretary s * Quebec nationalism. More 

irOtt» Wi" than 1,000 people turned 

. , man out at two of his rallies this 
er - be ne week, some chanting: 

“Lucien, Lucien, Lucien.” 

.. , k • ' uiv Survey after survey shows 

m - ^ ^ Bouchard < a 56- 

11 -J * year-old lawyer of Quebec 
s ,i> woiking-class origins and a 

l- " 1 .wxi.i ,< cabinet minister in the 

1 !; tv ltu ' [i-i Conservative government 

I!i ;; Mil 14 ' 1 of former Prime IVfinister 

1 ' Nl V. ; ,ifJ Brian Muironey, is the most 
■ ;t . . , ‘ l ‘ politician in 

*' 1 Quebec. His brush with 

'•‘l" 1 .,/ llu' ' ^ death last December from a 

,Ml h ;, flesh-eating disease that 

.i \( cost him one leg captivated 
ii- 1 ' 1 1 ,, (in 111 u ' ^ & Canadians and vaulted him 
l- t-M 4 ’! j uf '' to star-like status. 

i 1 ',.. ^ jii “There is no doubt that the 
i. !»*’ !: ju’ ^ mood has changed. Mr. 

:M,|U ; , .,11 Bouchard appears-sincere 

h* 1 ■- i *’ ,-jii ®od credible and people 
ci - ll1 „ y that.” said Louis 

.liiiu 1 1 Balthazar, a political sci- 

| .i'0 ll '’ !, | i'- 1 * , x i professor at Laval 

vO " 1 1 hi' Uulversity in the provincial 

' capital Quebec City. “It 


remains to be seen, howev- 
er, whether that is enough 
to win the referendum for 
the sovereigns sts.” 

Quebec voters will be 
asked on Oct 30 whether 
they want the province to 
become sovereign along 
with some form of political 
and economic association 
with Canada. 

Canadian Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien has ruled out 
renewed ties with a separate 
Quebec, saying a vote for 
sovereignty will be a one- 
way ticket out of the feder- 
ation. 

Mr. Bouchard has scoffed 
at this, saying Canada 
would have to negotiate 
with an independent 
Quebec, if only to maintain 
existing trade and economic 
links. 

“We are a real country. On 
Oct. 30, we will give our- 
selves a birth certificate,'’ 
Mr. Bouchard told a bois- 
terous rally in Sorel, 125 
kilometres east of Montreal 
Tuesday. 

Reoent polls have shown 
the Quebec sovereigeists 
trailing Canadian unity 
political forces by five to 10 
percentage points. An inter- 
nal poll done for the Parti 
Quebecois separatist gov- 
ernment and published in 
several Quebec daily news- 
papers Thursday shows the 
two sides neck-and-neck. 

Quebec Premier Jacques 
Parizeau, official leader of 
the separatist political 
alliance, deferred to Ml 
B ouchard on the campaign 
trail this week after 
announcing last weekend 
that Mr. Bouchard would be 
Quebec’s official negotiator 
on a new economic and 
political “partnership" with 
Canad a should the province 
vote for sovereignty. 



Austrian Chancellor and head of the Socialist Party 
Franz Vranitzky speaks during a press conference after 
breakdown of talks over an austerity budget (AFP 
photo) 

Austria wakes up to 
surprise poll campaign 


VIENNA (R) — Austria 
was plunged into a surprise 
election campaign Friday, 
nearly three years early, 
after its coalition govern- 
ment broke up in a dispute 
over spending cuts. 
Chancellor Franz Vranitz- 
ky was expected to present 
the government’s resigna- 
tion to President Thomas 
FQestil Friday after a vote 
}yy the National Assembly 
to dissolve parliament and 
call a snap election, proba- 
bly on Dec. 17. 

Mr. Vranitzky’ s Social 
Democrat Party has been at 
the helm for 4o of the past 
50 years in Austria, either 
in coalition or alone. Its 
coalition partner, the 
Conservative . People's 
Party of .Wolfgang' 
Schuessel, has .held office 
for 33 of those years. 

The public divorce, jpst 
nine mouths into their third 
joint administration under 
Mr. Vranitzky, signalled the 
end of an era. 

“One thing is clean We’ve 
come to the end of some- 
thing. What isn’t clear is 
what its beginning,” the 
mass-circulation Kurier 
said in an early Friday edi- 
tion. 

Opinion polls indicated 
the two-party system that 
has dominated Austria since 
its defeat in World War H 
might give way to a three- 
way race whose outcome 
could radically alter the 
political landscape. 

Voters in Austria, now a 
member of the European 
Union, have steadily drifted 
away from the two main- 
stream parties to younger 
movements, and now the 
old allies themselves are 
seeking potential new part- 
ners. 

Support for the far-right 
Freedom Party soared to 
unprecedented heights in an 
opinion poll released 
Thursday shortly after the 
coalition collapsed. 

The survey, for the daily 
Neue Kronen Zeitung, put 


Joerg Haider’s nationalist, 
anti-immigrant party level 
with the Schuessel’ s 
Conservatives with 28 per 
cent support — enough to 
give fee two a secure ruling 
majority in a new parlia- 
ment 

The poll gave Mr. 
Vranitzky's Social 

Democrats just 31 per cent 
backing — nearly four 
points down on last 
October's general election 
result, which was already 
the dominant party’s worst 
showing since 1945. 

The survey put the envi- 
ronmentalist Greens Party 
in fourth place with eight 
per cent and the Liberal 
Forum Party on five per 
cent — not enough backing 
to help- Mr.; Vranitzky- beat • 
an alliance of Conser- 
vatives and the hard right 

But analysts cautioned that 
the two big parties could 
return to power, with the 
Conservatives as senior 
partner 

Mr. Vranitzky was forced 
to concede after six weeks 
of fruitless budget wran- 
gling that he could do 
longer oppose early elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Schuessel, denounced 
by his erstwhile partners for 
dumping the coalition to 
further his own personal 
ambitions, also professed 
regrets that no agreement 
had been possible on how 
to trim the bloated state 
budget 

But he said “a partnership 
that cannot agree on a bud- 
get is not a partnership”. He 
urged the Social Democrats 
not to cling to office' “with 
rubber suckers”. 

After taking nearly a quar- 
ter of the vote in Last 
October’s election, Mr. 
Haider beamed at the 
prospect of more gains. 

“If voters make the 
Freedom Party the decisive 
force, one cannot shirk the 
responsibility," he told 
reporters. 


Japan admits lack of ‘equal 
footing’ in Korea annexation 

TOKYO (AP) — Seeking to defuse an increasingly bitter 
dispute with South Korea, Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Mwayama indirectly acknowledged Friday that Japan had 
used coercion to annex the Korean peninsula 85 years ago. 
Mr. Murayama infuriated Koreans by telling lawmakers 
last week that Japan’s colonial rule of Korea from f 910 to 
1945 was carried out under a legally valid treaty, and his 
government had stuck to that stance in recent days despite 
angry protests from Seoul. 

Many older Koreans stiU have bitter memories of brutal 
Japanese treatment during the colonial period. Their lan- 
guage was banned, they were forced to take Japanese 
names, and their culture was suppressed. During World 
War II, thousands of Koreans were conscripted as forced 
labourers or made to serve as sex slaves to the imperial 
army. 

Both South and North Korea maintain that the treaty sanc- 
tioning the Japanese takeover was signed under threat of 
military force. The two Koreas were divided after Japan’s 
World War II surrender ended its colonial rule. 

On Friday, under increasing pressure, Mr. Murayama 
backed off a bit on his earlier remarks, suggesting that the 
Koreans submitted to the pact under duress. 

“We can’t help but recognise that formally it was a treaty, 
but I don’t think that both sides were on an equal footing 
at the time of its conclusion,” Mr. Murayama told law- 
makers. 

There was no immediate official response from Seoul to 
the statement. On Friday, about 100 riot police were guard- 
ing the Japanese embassy in downtown Seoul, the scene of 
frequent anti-Japanese protests. About a dozen students 
staged a short protest demanding Mr. Murayama’s resigna- 
tion, but no other incidents were reported. 
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Russia’s stability depends 
on Chechenya, Yeltsin says 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
President Boris Yeltsin said 
Friday that stability in 
Russia depended on the sit- 
uation in rebel Chechenya 
and Moscow would press 
on with peace efforts 
despite a flare-up of ten- 
sion. 

“We will not stray from the 
peaceful path, however 
much we are pushed by 
(separatist leader) 

Dzhokhar Dudayev” ITAR- 
TASS news agency reported 
Mr. Yeltsin as telling beads 
of Russian republics meet- 
ing in the Kremlin. 

Mr. Yeltsin accused Mr. 
Dudayev of ruining 
Chechenya during his inde- 
pendence drive which 
began four years ago and 
prompted Russia last 
December to send troops to 
try to rein in the region. 

Thousands of civilians, 
rebels and Russian service- 
men have been killed in 
fighting which has devastat- 
ed large parts of Chechenya. 
The capital, Grozny, is still 
in ruins. 

Russia would help rebuild 
the region, lnterfex News 
Agency quoted Mr. Yeltsin 
as saying. He singled out 
aid for reconstruction, pen- 
sions and wages. 

"The political stability in 
the country will depend on 


the situation in Chechenya," 
Mr. Yeltsin said. 

Russia faces a parliamen- 
tary election in December 
and the Kremlin leader can 
clearly ill afford a resump- 
tion of the bloodshed which 
has been criticised at home 
and abroad 

The situation in Che- 
chenya took a turn for the 
worse last week when 
Lieutenant-General Anatoly 
Romanov, commander of 
the Russian troops there, 
was nearly killed in a bomb 
attack. He is still fighting 
for his life in a Moscow 
hospital. 

Both sides have since sus- 
pended the implementation 
of a July 30 military agree- 
ment which provided for 
disarmament of the rebels in 
exchange for withdrawal of 
most Russian troops. 

The Chechen side subse- 
quently said more than 30 
people had been killed in 
two bomb attacks on vil- 
lages and that they would 
not talk peace unless U.N. 
peacekeeping troops were 
sent to the region. 

But Aslan Maskhadov, the 
top Chechen military nego- 
tiator, told reporters Friday 
he was ready to resume 
talks on implementing the 
military deal with Anatoly 
Shkirko, deputy comman- 


der of Russia’s Interior 
Ministry troops, appointed 
Thursday to take over from 
Gen. Romanov. 

“There is no alternative to 
the accord," Mr. 
Maskhadov said. 

Gen. Shkirko was due to 
arrive in Grozny later 
Friday. 

Progress in implementing 
the accord has been held up 
by mutual recriminations. 
But it is seen as the main 
hope for a long-term settle- 
ment which would have to 
tackle the issue of whether 
Chechenya should he inde- 
pendent or part of Russia. 

Mr. Maskhadov criticised 
the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), which has 
been mediating in the peace 
talks, for what he called its 
failure to act more resolute- 
ly to secure peace and 
human rights. 

Russian military officials 
told Interfax three Russian 
servicemen bad been 
wounded in rebel attacks in 
the last 24 hours. 

Russia's Federal Security 
Service issued a statement 
through TASS, saying it had 
information that Mr. 
Dudayev’s fighters, dressed 
as pro-Moscow police, were 
plotting to seize Chechens 
across the region to fan ten- 


sion. The report could not 
be confirmed 

Meanwhile Russian news 
agencies reported Thursday 
that unidentified gunmen 
kidnapped a Russian mili- 
tary official in Chechenya 
ami d mounting tension in 
the breakaway southern 
republic. 

Ll Col. Alexander Fade- 
yev, head of the Interior 
Ministry’s Supply Depart- 
ment in Chechenya, was 
seized from his car by 
armed men in the capital, 
Grozny, Wednesday. 

A search has been 
launched for Col. Fadeyev 
and the assailants, the 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
said. 

Also on Thursday, promi- 
nent reformist lawmaker 
Yegor Gaidar and human 
rights activist Sergei Ko- 
valyov sent a letter to 
Russian and Chechen mili- 
tary leaders urging them to 
salvage the peace process. 

“For their selfish interests, 
the war parties in Moscow 
and Grozny are again ready 
to plunge our people into 
the nightmare of last win- 
ter," the Interfax News 
Agency quoted the letter as 
saying. 

"You, who order arms to 
speak or fall silent, can stop 
them.'’ 


India to raise defence spending if Pakistan gets arms 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India will be forced to 
increase defence spending if 
Pakistan receives military 
equipment from the United 
States, but the sale will not 
harm Indo-U.S. ties, Fo- 
reign Minister Pranab 
Mukheijee said Friday. 

“We will have to step up 
our defence .expenditure sq 
that we can. get,, the nieces? 
sary equipment to meet the 
threat perception from 
Pakistan," the foreign min- 
ister told the Press Trust of 
India news agency. 

Mr. Mukheijee, speaking 
ahead of his departure for a 
Non-Aligned Movement 
summit in Cartagena, 
Colombia, dismissed U. S. 
suggestions that New 
Delhi’s concern over the 


proposed $370-million 
arms deal was “exaggerat- 
ed." 

“Our threat perception fol- 
lowing the arms transfer is 
real and it is not true to sug- 
gest that it is over-exagger- 
ated,” he said. 

While expressing concern 
over the sale of U. S. 
weaponry to arch rival 
... Pakistan, Mr . Mukheijee. 
said he. did not believe the 
deal would harm growing 
relations between India and 
the United States. 

*1 don't think it is going to 
affect Indo-U. S. relations 
adversely," he said. 
“However, it does not look 
nice in the context of grow- 
ing and expanding relations 
between India and the 
United States." 


India and Pakistan, both of 
which are believed to pos- 
sess nuclear weapons, have 
fought three wars since 
independence from British 
colonial rule in 1947, two of 
them over die disputed 
Himalayan territoiy of 
Kashmir. 

India accuses Pakistan of 
arming .and training Muslim 
separatist militants battling- 
to end India rule over 
Kashmir, die country’s only 
Muslim-majority state. 

Pakistan denies the charges. 
“We consider Pakistan as a 
terrorist state like any other 
fundamentalist state which 
is sponsoring terrorism and 
fundamentalism," Mr. 
Mukheijee said. 

The U. S. Senate last month 
agreed to a one-time waiver 


of the Pressler Amendment 
banning U. S. defence sales 
to Pakistan unless the White 
House can certify that 
Islamabad is not developing 
'■ nuclear weapons. 

Mr. Mukheijee also dis- 
missed criticism of India's 
refusal to sign the nuclear 
non-proliferation treaty and 
brushed aside fears among 
the Group of "Seven (G7) : 
developed countries of a 
renewed conflict between 
India and Pakistan. 

“There is no potential dan- 
ger,” he said. “We have no 
intention of launching any 
war unless Pakistan wants 
it 

“Instead of telling us what 
to do, G7 should advise 
Pakistan.” 


North to target U.S. troops if new Korean war erupts 


SEOUL (R) — North Korea 
will strike American troops 
stationed in South Korea 
first if a new war erupts on 
the Korean peninsula in 
hopes of sparking an anti- 
war backlash in foe United 
States, a North Korean 
defector said Friday. 

“North Korean military 
leaders believe that if 
attacks are first focused on 
foe 40,000 U.S. troops and 
several thousands of U.S. 
soldiers are killed or 
injured, there will be anti- 
war demonstrations by U.S. 
citizens,” Colonel Choe Ju- 
Hwal told a news confer- 
ence. 

Col. Choe, 46, who left the 
North in May and defected 
to South Korea through an 
unidentified South East 
Asian country late last 
month, said Pyongyang 
believed high casualties 
would lead to political tur- 
moil in the United Stales 
and “break U.S.-South 
Korean military alliance”. 

About 37,000 U.S. troops 
are stationed in South Korea 
to bolster 655,000 South 


Korean soldiers facing the 
1.1-miillion-strong North 
Korean army. 

But CoL Choe, foe highest- 
ranking North Korean mili- 
tary officer to defect to foe 
South, said Pyongyang 
leaders were not convinced 
North Korea could win in a 
fresh war. 

An armistice agreement 
ended a 1950-53 war 
between North and South 
Korea and the two countries 
technically are still at war. 

Col. Choe said North 
Korean leaders conld start a 
war if they faced major 
political or economic prob- 
lems threatening their 
Stalinist regime or if U.S. 
troops were withdrawn 
through a U.S.-North 
Korean peace treaty. 

CoL Choe said foe North 
has deployed about 70 per 
cent of its armed forces 
south of foe North Korean 
capita] of Pyongyang and 
seven mechanised army 
corps were concentrated in 
areas within 20 kilometres 
of the inter-Korean border. 

But Col. Choe said he 


expected foe Communist 
North to collapse within 
five years because of acute 
economic problems. 

“The severe economic 
problem will force North 
Korea to open its doors to 
foe outside world, which 
will inevitably disintegrate 
foe country,” he said. 

Col. Choe said North 
, Korea’s uncrowned leader 
Kim Jong-11, who has little 
military background, has 
not yet taken foil control of 
the country’s armed forces. 

"Kira Jong-D announced 
military policies through 
books published under his 
name, but as a matter of fact 
they were written by senior 
military officers or experts," 
Col. Choe said. 

“There was a coup attempt 
by general-level officers in 
1992 and all of them were 
executed,” he said. "Many 
high-ranking officers 
opposed Mr. Kira at heart 
only pretending to obey 
him.” 

He said Mr. Kim bad given 
senior army officers luxuri- 
ous mansions and foreign 


Sedans in a bid to win their 
support. 

Kim Jong-H, the eldest son 
and long-designated heir of 
foe late North Korean 
President Kim D-Sung, has 
yet to be officially con- 
firmed to the two key posts 
his father held — general 
secretary of the Communist 
Party and state president 

Kun D-Sung, who ruled 
foe reclusive North for near- 
ly five decades, died in July 
last year. 

Col. Choe, a former mili- 
tary attache in Czechos- 
lovakia, said he had met 
South Korean businessmen 
without seeking Pyong- 
yang’s authorisation during 
other overseas assignments. 

He said he had decided to 
defect while working as a 
senior executive of a com- 
pany run by North Korea's 
Defence Ministry because 
of fears be would be sum- 
moned and punished by 
Pyongyang. 

He left his wife, 42, three 
children, aged Z7, 12 and 
10, and his 67-year-old 
mother in the North. 


Tame New Hampshire affair suits Dole 


MANCHESTER, New 
Hampshire (AP) — After a 
few minutes together in the 
dark, 10 Republican presi- 
dential candidates used their 
first televised forum to 
politely compete for support 
in New Hampshire’s leadoff 
primary, a tone that suited 
front-runner Bob Dole just 
fine. 

“We did what we needed to 
do," the Senate majority 
leader said Wednesday 
night after the 90-minute 
.event-Tm running against 
(President) Clinton.” 

The format did not allow 
foe candidates to interact 
The Republican hopefuls 
used their roughly eight 
minutes of air time to intro- 
duce themselves to New 


Hampshire voters. 

“1 was not here to lay a 
hand,” publishing heir 
Steve Forbes said when 
asked if he was disappoint- 
ed that Sen. Dole did not 
take much fire. “I was here 
to deliver a message.” 

One candidate made his 
splash before the event got 
under way: After months of 
promising to support foe 
Republican nominee. Pal 
Buchanan re-opened the 
door to a third-party run for 
president if he considered 
the Republican nominee 
unacceptable. 

Besides himself, he said 
Sen. Dole and Texas Sen. 
Phil Gramm fit foe bill. He 
never mentioned him by 
name, but Mr. Buchanan 


was apparently delivering a 
message to retired Gen. 
Colin Powell, who is con- 
sidering foe race and, unlike 
most of foe field, supports 
abortion rights, gun control 
and affirmative action. 

Although most of foe can- 
didates have been organis- 
ing in New Hampshire for 
months, the forum was 
billed as a curtain-raiser to 
the heavy campaigning that 
will take place as the 
February primary draws 
closer. Most of the candi- 
dates were staying around 
to campaign * separately 
Thursday. 

For a moment there was 
some doubt as to whether 
foe candidates would get 
their chance to court a 


statewide and national cable 
television audience. The 
lights went out briefly in 
WMUR-TV's studio, forc- 
ing Gov. Steve Merrill to 
deliver introductory 
remarks in the dark. But 
they came back on just in 
time for Lamar Alexander, 
first up as the candidates 
were questioned in alpha- 
betical order. 

By foe time businessman 
Mony Taylor finished more 
than an hour later, it was 
clear there was considerable 
agreement among foe candi- 
dates on foe need for dra- 
matic tax reform, balancing 
foe federal budget and shift- 
ing responsibility for wel- 
fare, schools and other pro- 
grammes back to foe states. 




pinion & Analysis 


Jordan Times, Saturday, October 14, 1995 




Jordan Times 


An independent Auh pnlilKjl ibih [aaMnJvi] in bnprWt h» itic Jnnjjn Ptru humdimai 
FujW.JitJ !«'•' 




Chairman oT the Board of Directors: 
MAHMOUD AL KAYED 


Director General: 
MOHAMMAD AMAD 
Edilor-in-C hief : 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 


Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation. 

University Road. P.O. Box 6710, Amman. Jordan. 
Telephones: 684311, 699634 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 696183 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily said that the Taba agreement 
signed in Washington was not a peace treaty, but a pro- 
visional agreement that gave die Palestine National 
Authority (PNA.) the opportunity to guarantee the con- 
tainment of what Israel calls acts of terrorism against its 
citizens. The peace process will continue because Israel 
wants it to. said Fahd Al Fanek, and because the Jewish 
state’s leadership said it would cooperate with the PNA 
to stem such attacks. The writer added that all the tech- 
nology and weaponary in Israel’s possession could not 
protect its citizens from resistance attacks, but through 
cooperation with the PNA, Israel hopes to ensure secu- 
rity for its citizens. According to the writer, Yitzhak 
Rabin’s words to Arafat at the Washington signing 
implied: Give me security and I will give you a state. 


A columnist in Al Dustour urged the government to 
promptly interfere to end rumours regarding the eviction 
of refugees from the camps. Press reports about land 
owners attempting to reclaim property where camps are 
established caused much anxiety among the Kingdom’s 
refugee population, said Mohammad Daoud, who 
added that the reports also prompted some people to link 
■'.is move with rumours that the permenent settlement of 
refugees in Jordan will provide a solution to the refugee 
question. Fuelling the rumours, said the writer, were 
poliiical groups that aim to undermine the whole peace 
process by stirring Palestinian and Jordanian fears about 
the F tine -Israel accords and the Israel-Jordan peace 

treu:. .e said that one proposal to quash the rumours, is 
to enaole the refugees to buy the land where homes were 
built since 1948. 
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Palestinians need funds to consolidate self-rule 




Grounding Oslo II? 


THE INK on the Oslo n accord had 
barely dried when the two parties began 
to encounter major hurdles in the process 
of its implementation. First came Israel’s 
refusal to honour its commitment under 
the agreement to free all women prison- 
ers as dearly called for by the agreement. 
Israeli President Ezer Weizman has re- 
fused to pardon two Palestinian women 
prisoners because, to quote his words, 
“they have Israeli blood on their hands.” 

This posture suggests that Israeli prime 
minister, his cabinet and the Knesset, 
which endorsed the latest accord with the 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA), 
have all failed to do their homework 
properly by failing to coordinate with 
their head of state on a very critical 
element in the deal. After lengthy and 
tortuous negotiations in Taba, the two 
sides did agree on the freeing of many 
Palestinian prisoners including all the 
women incarcerated for their involve- 
ment In acts against the Israeli occupa- 
tion. This agreement was further signed 
and sealed at the White House before an 
international audience and witnessed by 
no other than President Bill Clinton^His 
Majesty King Hussein, President HoSni 
Mubarak and a host of other dignitaries 
from the four corners of the globe. Israel 
cannot now claim that it is excused by 
domestic considerations from im- 
plementing basic aspects of the Taba 
accord. 

Then reports surfaced confirming that 
Israel had embarked on massive housing 
campaigns in the West Bank including 
East Jerusalem. These prompted the 
spokesman of the PNA to characterise the 
peace process between the Palestinians 
and Israel as a farce. When 1,400 new 
housing units are added to the already 
large number of settlements in the occu- 
pied territories in 1995 alone, one begins 
to wonder where the creation of all these 
new facts will lead the peace talks. 

The picture does not become less 
gloomy when we take Into consideration 
that the timetable for redeployment is 
also being undermined by Israel. On this 
score, Israel’s Peace Now Movement has 
accused the Rabin government of im- 
plementing on the ground the same policy 
of the Likud. If this is indeed the case, 
there is little wonder why regional peace 
looks much farther away than the world 
initially thought. 


DESPITE confusion and disputes over the fine points in 
their Sept 28 accoid on expanded self-rule in the West 
Bank, Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) are slowly moving ahead in implementing the 
agreement The Palestinians in four small West Bank vil- 
lages are already tasting how it is like to live without the 
intimidating Israeli army presence in their midst 

However, it would not be true to say that the Palestinians 
are enjoying anything more than that at this point in time 
since the Israeli army's departure has brought into play a 
completely new game and set of rules. 

That is where the PLO leadership faces the toughest 
challenge. The residents of the West Bank are hoping that 
the PLO would be able to bring about a qualitative change 
in their lives and end the miseries that were part of the 
Israeli occupation. What we have seen in Gaza since May 
1994 does not encourage us to believe that the PLO would 
be able to live up to the expectations of its constituency. 

Indeed, one can hardly blame the PLO in this context. 
Despite the euphoria in Washington that we saw on televi- 
sion on Sept. 28, when PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin signed the autonomy 
accord, we have yet to see the world powers actually mov- 
ing to support the implementation of the agreement by 
extending material aid to the Palestinians. 

The international community has to recognise that the 
Israeli evacuation of four army posts in the West Bank last 
week was the first step towards, hopefully, the long-await- 
ed end to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict From what we 
have seen so far, it would appear that both sides to the 
autonomy agreement are determined to fulfill their oblig- 


ations and commitments to ensure that the entire process 
would be a success. 

But it would be naive for the world community to sim- 
ply leave it to Israel and the PLO to make the process a 
success. Quite simply, Israel and the PLO implementing 
the self-rule agreement and then entering final status 
negotiations next year is not enough for success since suc- 
cess, by definition, means a qualitative change to the lives 
of the Palestinian people. 

There are numerous real-life issues to be tackled in the 
West Bank. The infrastructure of the West Bank, including 
health, education and social services, is completely in 
ruins. Unemployment is very high; so is the cost of the liv- 
ing. Despite the so-called recognition of the Palestinian 
passport by many countries, most holders of the document 
find it difficult to secure visas for travel abroad to take up 
jobs. 

Not that the PLO is facing the problem for the first time. 
The situation was and remains much graver in the Gaza 
Strip, where the PLO-led Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) launched self-rule in May .1994. The best that the 
PNA could do was to contain the situation and maintain 
the status quo. But now the magnitude of the problem fac- 
ing the PLO is much larger, given that the West Bank has 
a Palestinian population of more than two million while 
the Gaza Scrip has only 800,000. 

If the international donor community, which had 
promised up to S2.4 billion in aid to the Palestinians in 
five years since 1993. fails to recognise that the chan- 
nelling of the assistance has to be accelerated and should 
not be hampered by red tape, then there is little hope that 


the autonomy accord would reach its goals. Goodwill on 
both sides, supported in words by the international com- 
munity, is not a guarantee to the success ot the process. 
The people on the street should actually feel a ch.inge for 
the better. It is no secret that the PLO coffers are empty- 
and the PNA needs as much funds it could lay its hands cm 
as it moves towards taking over the administration ot tne 
entire West Bank. 

One would probably justify the conditions ot trans- 
parency and accountability” attached by the World Bank, 
which is coordinating international aid for the PNA, 
before it releases funds to the Palestinian authority in the 
Gaza Strip. But the World Bank, or the powers behind tiie 
international institution, should also realise that the PNA 
needs to have administrative structures in place in the 
West Bank to replace the withdrawing Israelis. 

If the PNA were to suffer the same experience in secur- 
ing aid as it did in the first one year of self-rule, then the 
hopes attached to the Sept. 28 accord have to be renewed 
and revised more closely. 

That is not to say that the World Bank or any ot the 
donors themselves should simply write blank cheques for 
the PNA. What they have to do is to speed up the process 
of “assessing” the needs of the West Bank and cut away 
the red tape to ensure that whatever funds are available are 
actually dispensed with as quickly as possible. Without 
such an approach, there will be more frustrations leading 
to violence and bloodshed in the West Bank — something 
that the Palestinians, Israelis, others in the region and out- 
side it, can do without. 


Writers debate issue of refugee camps 


IN THE PAST week the 
Arabic newspapers focused 
attention on Palestinian 
refugee camps in Jordan, 
the Palestine issue and 
Israel’s practices in the 
occupied Arab territories, 
pan-Arab affairs and 
domestic issues as well. 

A writer in Al Ra’i daily 
said that the time was not 
opportune for raising the 
question of the refugee 
camps in Jordan especially 
as the country is approach- 
ing the Middle East and 
North Africa summit which 
would focus attention not on 
refugees" buf rather on “the 
economy. ncouraged^bp a 


court ruling in favour "of 
land owners on which the Al 
Hussein camp is built, own- 
ers of other land on which 
other refugee camps are 
built are raising the question 
of their land ownership, said 
Sultan Al Hattab. The writer 
said that sooner or later the 
refugee problem would be 
raised but that time was not 
ripe just now, especially as 
Israel refuses to repatriate 
Palestinian refugees or dis- 
placed people. 

Why now? was the title of 
a column by Mohammad 
Kawash in Al Dustour refer- 
ring to the camps questioa. 
Is this matter connected 
with the recently signed 
agreement between Israel 
and the Palestinians? Is this 
pan of the pressure exer- 
cised by foreign forces on 
Jordan to force it to settle 
the refugees for good? 
asked the writer. He said 
that raising this question 
now would create confusion 
in the local, Arab and for- 
eign media and certainly 
this was not the right time to 
create new problems in the 
country. He said that the 
camps had been in existence 
for decades, and added that 
the government should 
interfrr- and find the right 
solution to land ownership 
in order to avoid further 
headaches for the country. 

Turning attention to the 
plight of the Palestinians 
who were expelled by 


Mu ammnr Qadhafi and are 
now stranded in desert 
camps near the Egyptian- 
Libyan border, a columnist 
in Al Dustour said that 
Libya had taken the mea- 
sure in a foolish bid to draw 
world public attention to its 
own predicament resulting 
from the U.N. sanctions. 
Also by directing the 
Libyan people’s attention to 
an external issue the Libyan 
leader is trying to make his 
people forget about their 
own internal problems 

resulting from the sanctions 
on their country, said Yasser 
TZaacrehrThe writer said lhat 
* the move was achieving the ■ 
opposite objective because 
the expulsion order was 
being exploited by the pro- 
ponents of the Oslo deal and 
reviving the old idea that 
Palestinians have to turn 
their backs to the Arab 
Nation and make an alliance 
with the Israel instead. 

By creating a new camp 
for the Palestinians in the 
desert, the Libyans cannot 
espape the world’s wrath 
over its alleged involvement 
in the Lockerbie affair, said 
Mahmoud Rimawi a writer 
in Al Ra'i. By exposing the 
Palestinians to further 
ordeals and by causing them 
more sufferings, the 
Libyans can by no means 
achieve any benefits for 
their country except win- 
ning for themselves the 
anger and hatred of the 
Palestinians among other 
people, said the writer. The 
eviction of the Palestinians 
from Libya coincided with 
Tripoli's bid to have a seat 
in the U.N. security council 
noted the writer. He said 
how can Libya be entrusted 
with the world peace and 
justice while it practices 
actions which totally contra- 
dict with the U.N. charter 
and objectives? 

In the view of Fakhri 
Saleh, writing in Al 
Dustour, the Oslo n agree- 
ment between Israel and the 
Palestinians is for worse 
than Oslo I because Oslo n 
was simply dictated by 



Israel to the Palestinian 
leadership. The writer said 
that the deal was aimed at 
guaranteeing the security of 
die Jewish settlements 
rather than giving the 
Palestinians their rights in 
their lands. Once the rede- 
ployment of Israeli troops 
has been completed, the 
Palestinians would witness 
Israeli forces , easily, return- 
ing to. the cities from which 
- they have ^withdrawn and 
freely intefering in 
Palestinian affairs especial- 
ly whenever the security of 
settlements is endangered. 
The Israelis will continue to 
steer all future negotiations 
with the Palestinians in a 
manner that would serve 
their objectives and ensure 
security for their settlers in 
Arab lands, the writer said. 

Hamadeh Faraaneh dis- 
agreed with this view saying 
that the regaining of the 
Palestinian homeland was 
bound to happen in stages 
and not in one go. Writing in 
Al Dustour, Faraneh said 
that the opponents of the 
Gaza and Jericho first 
agreement bad been pes- 
simistic about any expan- 
sion of the Palestinian self- 
rule deal between Israel and 
the Palestine National 
Authority (PNA) and never 
believed that the 
Palestinians would be able 
to gradually regain their 
rights. 

Of course the opponents 
of the peace treaty do not 
admit their defeat and they 
woud point to the existence 
of the Jewish settlements on 
Arab land as a failure for all 
the Arab-Israeli agreements, 
he added. But he said the 
gradual reclamation of the 
occupied lands and the 
Israeli withdrawal from 
Arab towns constitute the 
first step towards the fulfil- 
ment of the Palestinian peo- 
ple’s dreams of an indepen- 


dent state. 

Having gained much 
experience from their deal- 
ings with the Arab World 
and Israel, the PNA now has 
a golden opportunity to set 
up a modem state that 
would reward the 
Palestinians for their sacri- 
fices and straggle to gal" 
their freedom, said Hosni 
Ayesb a writer in Al Ra’i. 
The writer said that the 
Palestinians deserved a stare 
where human rights are 
respected and where the 
people can enjoy democra- 
cy. With their agreement 
with the Israelis the 
Palestinians were able 
through peace agreements 
to attain what the whole 
Arab Nation had failed to 
help them achieve for 
decades, said the writer. He 
added that the deals with 
Israel regardless of their 
many flaws had put an end 
to the dreans of Zionism. 

Commenting on pan-Arab 
relations, a writer in Al 
Dustour said that despite the 
fact that five years had 
passed since the Gulf crisis, 
the Kuwaitis were still 
adamant in their position 
towards the Arab countries 
especially those that did not 
support foreign troops inter- 
ventionn in the Arabian 
peninsula. Saleh -Qallab said 
that the Knwaitis were still 
living in the past, refusing 
to embark on any moves 
towards recon cilation to 
create a better future for the 
Arab World. He said that the 
Kuwaitis were particularly 
hostile to the Jordanians and 
the Palestinians over their 
stand during the Gulf war 
and saw in Iraq’s invasion 
of their country a cause for 
keeping the door closed 
before any reconcilaition 
among Arab states. 

Tareq Masarweh writing 
in Al Ra’i said that 
Kuwait’s Crown Prince 


Prime Minister Saad Al 
Abdullah Al Sabah, bore 
the responsibility for tbe 
crisis with Iraq and that he 
was also responsible for the 
failure of the Iraqi-Kuwaiti 
meeting held in Jeddah in 
late July 1990 to settle the. 
Iraqi-Kuwaiti dispuie. The 
columnist said that the 
Kuwaiti premier who refus- 
es to see Kuwait mending 
fences with Jordan was set- 
ting his own terms for the 
resumption of normal bilat- 
eral relations. The Kuwaiti 
premier should realise and 
remember that it was King 
Hussein who was instru- 
mental in organising the sta- 
tioning of Arab troops in 
Kuwait when the emirate 
was threatened by the then 
Iraqi leader Abdul Karim 
Qasem in the late. He said 
that Kuwait must remember 
that it was King Hussein's 
idea of settling the crisis 
through an Arab solution he 
added. The writer also noted 
that it was Jordan that 
warned of the danger of 
bringing in foreign troops 
which are now imposing 
their hegemony on the Gulf. 

A writer in Al Dustour 
said that the efforts exerted 
by tbe Ministry of Water to 
save water will continue to 
be in vain as long as it fails 
to mend the water pipes that 
often are broken and flood 
the streets with the precious 
water. Taher Adwan said 
‘that he appreciated the min- 
istry's drive and campaigns 
to increase public awarne- 
ness of the need to save 
water, but he said failure to 
repair the broken pipes over 
prolonged periods of time 
was bound to defeat the pur- 
pose of any campaign. The 
writer said that repair of 
broken pipes should take 
place immediately similar to 
putting out fires as soon as 
they break out because 
delay means an incalculable 
loss for the country. 

While the world witnesses 
moves to give women equal 
rights, Jordanian families 
continue to witness horrible 
instances of humiliation of 


women at home by the men 
according to Nabil Sharif, 
the editor of AJ Dustour. Dr. 
Sharif said that he had learnt 
of numerous cases where 
the wife endures the bru- 
tality of her husband silent- 
ly for fear of exposure to 
neighbours, family and rela- 
tives and for fear of the hus- 
band’s wrath. The writer 
said that many Jordanian 
women were subjected to 
regular beatings and cursing 
by frustrated or ill-man- 
nered husbands and they 
keep silent about such 
>• humiliation. While many 
Jordanian men brag about 
their support of women’s 
righte in public they practice 
the worst abuse against 
them at home, added the 
writer. Such situations are a 
stigma for society as a 
whole and serves as a time 
bomb threatening social sta- 
bility as .the country 
approaches the 21st century, 
he said. 

Mohammad Ibrahim 
Daoud a writer in Al 
Dustour criticised the man- 
agement of public projects 
saying that most of the loans 
which an agency or organi- 
sation obtain do not help 
promote production because 
a great deal is spent on buy- 
ing furniture and cars for the 
executives. Borrowing 
money and investing it in 
non-productive schemes has 
been the main reason for the 
country's indebtedness and 
the failure of the project to 
produce and ensure exports 
have been behind tbe aggra- 
vated unemployment situa- 
tion in the country. The 
writer said that a great deal 
of borrowed money was 
being used for setting up 
luxurious offices and unnec- 
essary facilities and that lit- 
tle went to the production 
process itself due to ill plan- 
ning. The borrowed money 
he stressed should finance 
the development of industry 
or agriculture and as little as 
possible should be spent on 
offices and luxury. 


Democracy of the law 



To the Editor: 


1 bad to read, with attention, both the quotations; 

1. By Mr. Hubert Dobers of the Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation; “There should be freedom of speech here and 
I was hurt to see that it was prevented ... the exercise of 
democracy failed to a certain extent” (Jordan Times Oct. 
11. 1995, Letter to the Editor.) 

2. By the weekly Shihan of Oct 14, 1995, page 2: ‘The 
Germans criticise the dictatorship of Ma’an Abu Nowar ... 
The Director of tbe Konrad Adenauer Foundation was 
extremely disgusted because of the interruption by Senator 
Ma’an Abu Nowar against a member of the staff of the 
Chamber of Deputies, who criticised the performance of 
the Chamber and some Articles of the Constitution. Hie 
German director said: T have been hurt because democra- 
cy has failed in sending the message which we seek, that is 
democracy . . . when one of us in this meeting was pre- 
vented from speaking his opinion only because he is a 
member of the staff of Parliament . . He added: T am 
really astonished.”' 


While I have to think that the two quotations are con- 
nected somehow, I feel it is my duty to explain that: 

1. No one was prevented from speaking during the ses- 
sions. There were interruptions here and there, but no pre- 
vention whatsoever. 

2. It was my duty to call the attention of the Chairman, 
His Excellency Taher Al Masri, to note what a member of 
the staff of the National Assembly was saying in contra- 
vention of the neutrality and non-political status of the par- 
liamentary staff. I said: “Even the Speaker of the Chamber 
cannot say what that junior cleric was dabbling in.” 

3. With the extreme tolerance for which he is very well 

known, Mr. Masri declined to prevent the clerk from his 
oratory, thus his criticism soared as high as the Sovereign 
and his rights in the Constitution. *■ 

I am sure that Mr. Dobers would have not defended the 
contravention by tbe clerk had he known that legally, polit- 
ically and morally he had no right to dabble in politics of 
(he nature discussed in the said seminar, and every word he 
said was extremely sensitive politically, legally and moral- 
ly, because of his status as a member of the Parliamentary 
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Books that won’t bum 



By Mary Blume 

IN 1972, Stephen Spender wrote 
an article about intellectual free- 
dom emphasising that an act of 
censorship in any country is a 
loss to the whole world. 

Spender’s article, “With 
Concern for Those Not Free,” 
was in the first issue of Index -on 
Censorship, a magazine devoted 
to fighting censorship by pub- 
lishing testimony, comment, 
analysis and reports from around 
the world. 

Published six times a year by 
Writers and Scholars 
International, the London-based 
Index has included articles by 
Doris Lessing, Umberto Eco, 

GOmer Grass and Gabriel Garcfa 
M&rquez as well as by such vic- 
tims of censorship as Vaclav 
Havel, Salman Rushdie and 
Taslima Nasreen, and regular features on 
legal advice, files that analyse censorship in 
particular countries, and topical issues 
ranging from mass media ownership to gay 
identity in the former Soviet Union. 

To raise funds for research and to supply 
Index to those in the developing world and 
Eastern Europe who cannot afford it, the 
magazine will hold a charity auction of 
harmed books in London on Nov. 6 con- 
ducted by Lord Hindlip of Christie’s and 
two celebrity auctioneers. The works on 
sale range from a pirated 1829 edition of 
Shelley’s “Queen Mab,” banned on grounds 
of blasphemy, to a signed first edition of 
Margaret Atwood’s “The Handmaid's 
Tale,” frequently targe tied in U.S. schools. 

Joe Hipgrave, the auction organiser, says 
that response to requests for books to auc- 
tion has surpassed expectations and books 
are still coming in to the magazine’s North 
London office. 

“We received a little while ago a large box 
of books from Prague that includes signed 
pamphlets by Vaclav Havel and Ivan KHma 
and various samizdat editions,” he said. 

The one important banned book that is 
missing' so far is an interesting edition of 
James Joyce’s “Ulysses,” but Hipgrave has 
not given up hope. 

“Many writers have signed copies of their 
books, which is nice, and many people were 
extremely generous in terms of the value of 
the things they gave.” The hope is that as 
much as £2(J,000 ($31,600) might be raised. 

The books and manuscripts include 
Solzhenitsyn’s “Cancer Ward," Pasternak’s 
“Collected Poems,” a pirated Polish edition 
of Orwell's “Animal Farm” and the Italian 
edition of “Fear of Flying.” 

There is, inevitably, “The Well of 
Loneliness," in the 1938 edition, and sever- 
al volumes from the Olympia Press, whose 
owner, Maurice Girodias, specialised in 
what be cheerfully called “dLb.s,” or dirty 
books. 

Milen Radev, a Bulgarian-born cartoonist 
who says he remembers burying clandes- 
tinely imported books at mgbt to avoid 
searches, has contributed two drawings. A 
signed manuscript of W.H. Auden’s “The 
Shield of Achilles” is also for sale, although 
it was not banned. It was an irresistible gift, 
Hipgrave says, and Auden was one of the 
signers of a telegram in support of the 
Russian writer Pavel Litvinov that proved a 
catalyst in the founding of Index in 1972. 

There are three editions of “Lady 
Chatterley’s Lover” as well as a letter from 
E.M. Forster about the censorship trial at 
the Old Bailey in 1960. While the signed 


first edition privately printed in Florence in 
1928 is the most valuable — Hipgrave 
think s it should fetch about £2,000 — three 
copies of the Penguin first edition, which 
precipitated the notorious Old Bailey trial, 
are even more interesting. 

“They are copies used by the lawyers in 
the trial and they’ve got the actual 
lawyers* notations in them so they’re quite 
nice little souvenirs ” Hipgrave says. 

As a further reminder that book burning 
takes place in the nicest circles, as well as 
the ugliest, there is a copy of “Massacre,” 
by the Reach cartoonist Sin£, 50.000 
copies of which, Hipgrave says. Penguin 
was obliged to bum in England in 1966. 

The most ordinary bestsellers are often 
subject to bans. A copy of Ken Follett’s 
“Eye of the Needle” will be in the auction, 
signed by the author with the inscription, 
“Banned in South Africa because of page 
211." 

What Hipgrave says be has learned from 
assembling the auction is that “practically 
every book you can mention has been 
banned somewhere at some time." 

Index itself has been banned in several 
countries, says associate director Philip 
Spender, Stephen Spender’s nephew. 
“We’ve not been banned in an official sense 
but there are countries that slice out pages 
or blacken them with a felt pen," be said. 

The magazine, which prints 12,000 
copies, is useful for those living in repres- 
sive regimes, he says, in providing inspira- 
tion and encouragement and concrete 
examples of how other people are-overcom- 
ing censorship. One of the biggest barriers 
it has to overcome, he adds, is not official 
censorship but fear. 

“People might be sympathetic to the pub- 
lication but they wouldn’t dream of being 
caught with it in tbeir bouse because of the 
trouble it would cause them,” he said. 

Reader reaction indicates that Index does, 
however, succeed in reaching readers in 
countries where censorship is a life-and- 
death issue. 

In any case, as Stephen Spender wrote in 
1972, censorship knows no geographical 
borders: 

“There are problems of censorship in 
England, the United States and Ranee, for 
example. There is the question whether it is 
not right for certain works to be censored or 
at any rate limited to a defined readership. 
The problem of censorship is part of the 
larger ones about the use and abuse of free- 
dom. 


International Herald Tribune 


Demonised sect on the side of the angels 


David Hirst of The Guardian meets a merry 
custodian at the holy shrine of the Yazidis, long 
persecuted in Kurdistan as devil-worshippers 


THEY WERE reviled down 
the ages as “devil-worship- 
pers”. Muslims denied them 
the status of People of the 
Book, granted to Christians 
or Jews, casting them as 
denizens of theological 
darkness whom it was piety 
to pillage and sometimes to 
massacre. The Yazidis, now 
numbering about 300,000, 
are one of those strange 
minor sects that have sur- 
vived amid the larger ortho- 
doxies of the Middle East. 

There is little that is devil- 
ish about the Baba 
Shawush. With two “nuns”, 
he has since 1947 tended the 
Yazidis’ holiest place at 
Lalish, a remote, narrow 
valley filled with oaks and 
oleanders, high in the 
mountains of Iraqi 
Kurdistan. He may look like 
a Confudan sage, with 
wispy beard and conical hat, 
but be affects no airs, being 
as ready to joke about the 
multifarious signs and sym- 
bols of his own, most eclec- 
tic of faiths as he is about 
those of others. 

Yet appropriately there is 
a sterner sick to the custodi- 


an of so tenacious a cult. 
His office requires chastity: 
but he is a eunuch too. Long 
ago, accused of molesting 
one of his “vestal virgins”, 
he proved his ineproacha- 
bility by castrating himself 
on the spot 

Lalish, which fell beyond 
the reach of President 
Saddam Hussein in 1991, is 
a centre of annual pilgrimr 
age. Yazidis converge from 
their scattered abodes in 
Iraq, Syria. Iran, Armenia, 
Georgia, Turkey, and lately 
Germany, to which their 
Turks emigrated en masse. 

It is the burial place of 
Sheikh Adi. Bom in 
Lebanon, he settled and 
preached there in the 11th 
century, the first recorded 
prophet of the faith. The 
mulberry trees in its court- 
yard are said to date from 
his time. So do some of the 
jars. These contain the olive 
oil, donated by the faithful, 
with which 200 lamps are lit 
most days at dusk, 350 on 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 

The inner sanctum, raised 
over the confluence of two 
streams, echoes to the sound 


of rushing water. When the 
Baba Shawush and his 
retainers enter the dark 
shrine — recently 

“restored” in wretched taste, 
with chandeliers and accre- 
tions of ugly concrete — 
they kiss the lintel. They go 
everywhere barefoot 

The Baba Shawush keeps 
no holy books. He can’t 
read. One explanation for 
the Yazidis’ survival is their 
cult of illiteracy, another tbe 
remoteness of tbeir moun- 
tain strongholds, a third 
tbeir closed, rigid hierar- 
chies. Their mir, or tempo- 
ral “prince”, always comes 
from the same family. Their 
sheikhs, highest ministers of 
the faith, come from 300 
families who marry only 
among themselves. Beneath 
them, pirs or elders, con- 
fined to 200 famili es, 
engage mainly in prayer and 
meditation. 

From landowner to shep- 
herd, few Yazidi laymen or 
murids, base of the priestly 
edifice, would risk the 
shame, banishment, or even 
death, that marriage outside 
the community can email. 

Modem, educated Yazidis 
have begun to abandon the 
tradition of secrecy. “At 
Baghdad university,” says 
Pir Kbodr, “when mocked 


as devil-worshippers, we 
went to our religious leaders 
for guidance. They told us 
we would be apostates if we 
wrote down the sacred 
knowledge." 

But they began to do so. 
Emancipation from 

President Saddam has has- 
tened tbe process. Pir Khodr 
runs a new centre for Yazidi 
studies in Dohuk, which 
assembles the scattered 
Arab and Western literature 
on tbe subject, publishes a 
journal, records beliefs, cus- 
toms and a rich oral heritage 
that is in danger of being 

loSL 

The Yazidis’ concept of 
the Creation and Fall is at 
odds with that of Muslims, 
Christians and Jews. It is a 
mortal sin to pronounce the 
word Satan wilfully, not, Pir 
Khodr explains, because 
they worship him, but 
because he does not exist. 

The Koran says ihnt when 
God commanded the seven 
angels to bow down before 
His newly created Adam, 
one, Iblis, refused. It says 
that, being cast out, he 
swore to make himself, as 
Satan, tbe eternal, universal, 
active principle of evil. 

But the Yazidis say that 
God rewarded Iblis for his 
refusal; it was righteous as 


well as proud, for had not 
God formerly commanded 
exclusive worship of 
Himself. 

Now become the angel 
Taus, or Peacock, Iblis 
supervised mankind’s 
affairs as the active agent of 
a passive God; far from 
inspiring devil-worship, it 
was his tears that extin- 
guished the fires of Hell, 
which, like Satan, has no 
place in Yazidi beliefs. 

The wall of tbe Lalish 
shrine features a sun and 
moon: pointers, perhaps, to 
the origins of a sect whose 
very name is obscure. Does 
Yazidi derive from some 
ancient word for the divine, 
from an association with the 
seventh century Caliph 
Yazid, who caused the mar- 
tyrdom of the Shi’ite saints 
Hasson and Hussein, or is it 
a hostile Shi'ite nickname 
that has stuck? 

Yazidis, liking the first 
explanation, think their faith 
goes back, beyond Sheikh 
Adi, to the Zoroastrianism 
of remote antiquity; hence 
the oil lamps of Lalish, the 
sign of the sun, the fact that 
they face it to pray, and that 
Wednesday, Zoroaster's 
holy day, is theirs too. 


Into battle with the mullahs 


MORE THAN half a billion 
Muslim women are living in the 
world, from the west coast of Africa 
to the confines of China. They have 
widely distinct social organisations, 
traditions and customs. Two of the 
largest Islamic countries, Pakistan 
and Turkey, have women prime 
ministers, while in parts of tbe 
Middle East women are still veiled. 
In west Africa pious Muslim 
women live and say their dally 
prayers naked save for a minis- 
arong, while in east Africa genital 
mutilation is still practised on girls. 

Since the 1979 Iranian revolution 
“lslamidst” parties have sprouted 
all over the Muslim World They 
have one thing in common: tbe cen- 
trality of women’s relations in soci- 
ety is top of their agenda, “die test 
of the authenticity of the Islamic 
Oiden” At tbe same time an upsurge 
in Islamic feminism has produced a 
rich crop of books, scholarly studies 
as well as witness reports by field 
workers and activists. 

Faith & Freedom is the first to 
tackle the question of women's 
rights in the Islamic World within 
the framework of tbe Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. The 
editor, Mabnaz Afkhami, was secre- 
tary general of tbe Women’s 
Organisation as well as one of two 
women cabinet ministers in the late 
Shah of Iran’s government before 
the revolution. Driven into exile in 
Washington, Dr Afkhami set up and 
runs the Foundation for Iranian 
Studies, and is also die director of 
tbe Sisterhood Is Global Institute 
(Sigj). In September 1994 Sigi con- 
vened a conference in Washington 
as a precursor of tbe recent U.N. 
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World Conference on Women in 
Beijing. Scholars and academics 
from all over the world were invited 
to take pan, and Faith & Freedom is 
an anthology of their contributions. 

Such compilations are often 
uneven and hard-going. Not so 
here: the editor has selected judi- 
ciously, and has eliminated rebarba- 
tive jargon. Tbe result is a gripping 
combination of serious scholarship 


ty and that tbe “oriental despot" has 
no “divine backing.” as the West 
assumes. This, in theory at least, 
should make Islamic societies 
receptive to democracy and plural- 
ism; so why do liberal Western 
powers dedicated to human rights 
“cuddle up with modem oil-produc- 
ing ‘caliphs’,” who tyrannise their 
peoples, particularly their women, 
in the name of religion? 


BOOK REVIEW 


and popularising. Some of the con- 
tributors are already well-known 
while others are lesser known dis- 
tinguished academics, but all argue 
that the oppression of women in 
Muslim societies has nothing to do 
with Islam, but with power-seeking 
mullahs and politicians, as well as 
underdevelopment. Islam postulates 
equality between the sexes, enjoins 
both to acquire knowledge, and 
gives women the right to own and 
manage property, to initiate mar- 
riage and divorce. Among early 
exemplars are women of the 
Rrophet’s household and many 
women who governed or ruled 
Muslim countries, from Egypt to 
India. 

Fatima Memissi, the Moroccan 
sociologist, points out that Islam 
emphasises individual responsibili- 


The American historian Eleanor 
Doumato states that in Saudi Arabia 
all discussions relating to women's 
rights and human rights are referred 
to the Sharia (Islamic law) but that 
the Sharia is often vague. It was 
codified two to three centuries after 
the advent of Islam by male jurists 
anxious to tbe caliphs of the day, 
and is a temporal set of rules subject 
to interpretation, and change. Its 
ambiguity has allowed Saudi 
authorities to curtail .women's rights 
to work, drive a car, travel and 
study, while it has enabled more 
enlightened rulers (such as King 
Hussein) to introduce reforms. 

Syrian scholar Bouthaina Shaaban 
points out that women have been 
excluded from the interpretation of 
Koranic verses concerning women 
and their rights, and that male com- 


mentators have. imposed tbeir views 
throughout history for their own 
political ends. She gives examples 
of women interpreters pilloried by 
the religious establishment because 
they demonstrated the affinity 
between the Koranic texts and the 
rights for which they were strug- 
gling. 

Faith & Freedom ends on a cheer- 
ful note: the election of Toujan A1 
Faisal, Jordan's first woman MP. In 
1989 Jordan held its democratic 
elections since the imposition of 
martial law following the 1967 war 
with Israel.* Of tbe 650 candidates, 
12 were women — Al-Faisal, a 
journalist and feminist activist, was 
among them. “They insult us, and 
we elect them," she wrote in an arti- 
cle. Immediately two “religious’’ 
leaders charged her with apostasy, 
asked the court .to divorce her from 
her husband and remove her chil- 
dren from her care, and passed a 
fatwa against her life. 

Her case had repercussions. 
Together with other women candi- 
dates she was defeated, while 20 
fundamentalists were elected. Later 
she was declared innocent of all 
charges and won a seat in tbe gener- 
al elections of 1993. Her article 
which caused the controversy and 
won her the fatwa appears in the 
appendix of this illuminating book. 
I recommend Faith& Freedom to all 
readers interested in the state of 
human rights, but especially to 
Western feminists — it puts our 
own preoccupations into perspec- 
tive. 


By Shusha Guppy 
The Sunday Times 


Israel, PLO try to settle crisis 

(Continued from page I) 


Hizbollah kills 3 soldiers 

(Continued (tom page 1) 


Arafat steps up Hamas contacts 

(Continued from page 12) 


PLO. 

Playing down the criticism 
from Mr. Arafat, he assured 
journalists on Thursday that 
Israel would “respect its com- 
mitments" but stressed the 
dates had yet to be settled. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said the first phase of 
withdrawal from Palestinian 
towns would be completed on 
Nov. 17 in tiie Jenin area. 

Mr. Peres called Mr. Ara- 
fat late Thursday and the two 
agreed to meet Sunday to try 
and defuse tension and work 
out a final timetable for an 
Israeli withdrawal. 

The Palestinians insist that 
the Israelis promised to begin 
a troop pullout within 10 days 
of the Sept. 28 signing cere- 
mony, and have dismissed a 
withdrawal from four villages 
this week as cosmetic. 

But Mr. Peres said Friday 
that the government could 
not move faster because the 
accord first had to be ratified 
by Israel’s parliament on Oct. 
6. Israel has said it would 
begin pulling out of Jenin 
only in mid-November. 

“I think there are some 
misunderstandings," Mr. 
Peres told Israel Radio Fri- 
day. “We started with the 
withdrawal in four Arab vil- 
lages... and we said that for 
Jenin, the withdrawal will 
end by Nov. 17.” 

In response to the Palesti- 
nian complaints. Mr. Rabin 
has asked the army to review 
its timetable and fry to begin 
the pullback from Jenin a 
little earlier than planned, 
the Maariv daily said. 

In his lener to Mr. Rabin, 
Mr. Arafat also cited Israel’s 


prolonged closure of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
and Israel's refusal to release 
four Palestinian women pris- 
oners. 

“The worst think in the 
process is the blackmail on 
the subject of the prisoners,” 
the chief Palestinian nego- 
tiator, Ahmad Qoureia, told 
the Associated Press. “Israel 
did not respect what it has 
signed. 

The agreement stipulates 
that all Palestinian women 
prisoners be freed in the first 
stage after the signing. 
However, Israeli President 
Ezer Weizman and the West 
Bank's army commander. 
Major General Ilan Biran, 
have refused to pardon four 
prisoners held for involve- 
ment in murder. 

The closure has been in 
effect in the Gaza Strip since 
Sept. 20 and in the West 
Bank since Sept 27. The 
travel ban keeps two million 
Palestinians, includings tens 
of thousands of labourers, 
from entering Israel. 

Israel said it imposed the 
travel ban in response to 
warnings that militants would 
carry out suicide attacks in 
Israel. The army said the 
closure was to be lifted Tues- 
day. 

In protest against the clo- 
sure, the Palestinians 
announced that they would 
boycott the Middle East and 
North Africa economic sum- 
mit in Amman. Israel had 
hoped that the gathering 
could spur joint Israeli-Arab 
business and development 
projects. 


movements are carried out 
under the cover of darkness. 

Thursday’s ambush fol- 
lowed a series of incidents in 
South Lebanon, the last ac- 
tive war front in the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

Israeli army units punching 
' out of the occupied enclave 
have blown up suspected 
guerrilla hideouts in two 
separate sweeps in the past 
two days. 

The first attack before 
dawn Wednesday sparked a 
shootout in which a guerrilla 
was killed. An Israeli soldier 
and two other guerrillas were 
wounded- 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin inspected the scene of 
the latest attack accompanied 
by the army chief of staff. 
General Amnon Shahak, 
Israel radio said. 


out of Sarajevo west to Kisel- 
jak was not. The U.N. can 
use that road, but Sarajevans 
cannot - 

Mr. Sacirbey said the gov- 
ernment would boycott the 
peace talks if the roads were 
not opened, the Croatian 
weekly Globus reported. 

U.N. officials said they 
were “very worried” by the 
developing situation in tbe 
area where government 
forces backed with Croat 
artillery pounded Bosnian 
Serb positions throughout 
Thursday with over 300 
shells. 

Both sides accused each 
other of further violations of 


A lieutenant and a 
sergeant were killed on the 
spot, while a second sergeant 
died in hospital after the 
casualties were evacuated by 
helicopter. 

The latest attack raised to 
18 dead and 74 wounded the 
number of Israeli casualties 
in South Lebanon so far this 
year, according to an AFP 
toll. Burials were held in 
Israel on Friday. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres blamed Syria, the main 
power-broker in Lebanon 
where it has 35,000 troops, to 
the Hizbollah operation and 
said it was linked to the dead- 
lock in peace talks. 

“The problem is Syria is 
doing nothing to prevent 
these attacks, a fact that it 
doesn’t even ay to hide.” he 
said. "I seriously doubt 


the truce which began first 
thing Thursday. Official Bos- 
nian radio reports spoke of a 
“combined artillery, infantry 
and tank attack" being laun- 
ched by Bosnian Serb forces 
in the area. 

“Bosnian army units were 
forced to respond. The 
army's defensive lines remain 
strong despite the attacks,'” 
the radio stated. 

In Bihac, the army’s re- 
gional base, a Bosnian army 
Fifth Corps officer told AFP: 
“Serbs are attacking at 10 
points along a 50-kflomecre 
(30 mile) front for the gov- 
ernment.” 


Damascus is going to change 
its attribute so long as the 
peace negotiations are in 
deadlock." 

Mr. Peres, speaking on the 
radio, said the Syrian leader 
wanted Israel to bow to all his 
conditions. 

"President Hafez AI Assad 
wants Israel to dance to the 
tune of his flute. He demands 
in advance that we accept the 
Syrian conditions, which is 
out of the question," said the 
foreign minister. 

Syria wants a full. Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights, which the Jewish 
state seized in 1967, and rules 
out Israel’s demand to main- 
tain an early-warning station 
in case of a pullout. 

Their U.S.-mediated peace 
process has been stalled since 
the two countries' military 
chiefs of staff held talks in 
Washington in June but 
failed to make any significant 
progress. 


Kabul says 

(Continued from page 1) 
Terrence White and his 
Afghan translator Moham- 
mad Bashir were injured 
when a mortar firing tube 
exploded next to where they 
were standing. 

Mr. White's injuries were 
not considered life- 
threatening. Mr. Bashir's 
condition was not immediate- 
ly known. 

The strain of the continued 
Taliban advance on Kabul 
was showing on the streets of 
the shattered city. 

United Nations relief 
workers based in the capital 
said a growing number of 
Afghan families were fleeing 
the city 


are negotiating a ceasefire 
agreement that would include 
a non-violence pledge by 
Hamas and the terms for its 
participation in Palestinian 
general elections scheduled 
for the spring. 

Mr. Arafat said Thursday 
that Hamas has already made 
a decision in principle to run 
in the elections. "The most 
important thing is that we 
have a decision to partici- 
pate, with all the capability, 
in all the political procedures 
including elections," he said. 

A Hamas leader, 
Mahmoud Zahhar, on Friday 
confirmed Mr. Arafat's 
assessment. “We have no 
objection to participating in 
any elections, but now we 


bute them (the materials) as 
well,". Mr. Abadi said at a 
World Energy Council meet- 
ing in Japan, ending on Fri- 
day. 

Referring to the U.N. 
embargo. Mr. .Abadi said 
Iraq had already complied 
with all U.N. requirements 
and added: “The ball is now 
in their court to decide what 
they will do.” 

He said Iraqis could con- 
tinue to eke out a living 
despite the embargo. 

Mr. Abadi said Baghdad 
wants to be involved in meet- 
ing Asia’s booming oil needs 
and was holding informal 
talks with various companies 
in Asia on possible areas of 
cooperation. 

But the talks have been 


can’t speak about elections, 
except after knowing what 
are the details of such elec- 
tions,” Mr. Zahhar told 
Israel army radio, speaking in 
English. 

A Hamas pledge to stop 
attacks would remove a ma- 
jor threat to Israeli- 
Palestinian peacemaking. 
Hamas bombings have 
steadily eroded support in 
Israel for conceding more 
land to the PLO, and Israel 
has warned it would suspend 
the planned West Bank troop 
pullback if Mr. Arafat failed 
to rein in the militants. 

Friday's Hamas statement 
accused the PLO of holding 
dozens of militants in jail as 
bargaining chips. “We refuse 


stymied by the embargo, he 
said. 

“Asia is a growing oil con- 
sumer hub. Iraq wants to play 
a role in supplying the area’s 
energy needs,” Mr. Abadi 
said. 

“It will benefit both re- 
gions. Iraq can supply Asia 
the oil and Asia can share 
with Iraq its technology. 
There’s room for economic 
cooperation. 

“We are looking for and 
urge consortiums from 
Japan, South Korea and 
other Asian countries to 
come to Iraq now and nor to 
wait until after the embargo 
is lifted,” he said. 

Tf the United Nations lifts 
its trade embargo, iraq could 
swiftly return to pre- 


to allow the question of the 
detained... to be used as 
means of exerting pressure," 
it said. 

“Mr. Arafat had promised 
Hamas representatives that 
all the detained... would be 
freed on the day of the sign- 
ing of the Washington 
accord" to extend autonomy 
on the West Bank. 

A Hamas spokesman in 
Amman. Ibrahim Ghosheh. 
on Thursday turned down an 
invitation from Mr. Arafat 
for the group to take part in 
self-rule elections. 

“The movement still re- 
fuses to take part in Palesti- 
nian elections because its 
position has not budged." he 
said. Hamas would also "call 
on the Palestinian people to 
boycott these elections." 


sanctions production levels. 
Mr. Abadi said. 

“We can increase produc- 
tion up to two million barrels 
a day instantly. But it will 
take another six months to 
reach three because we’d 
need to import certain che- 
micals for treatment.” 

Mr. Abadi added that most 
of Iraq's oil installations 
which were destroyed or 
damaged during the Gulf war 
had been restored at an esti- 
mated cost of S6 billion, using 
internal funds. 

He said Iraq currently pro- 
duces about 500.000 barrels 
of oil per day to meet domes- 
tic demand and supplies to 
Jordan. He added that Iraq 
has 25 super-giant and super 
oil fields that are ready for 
development. 


Bosnian warfronts mostly quite 

(Continued from page 1) 


No controlled oil sale - Iraq 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Clinton VOWS U.S. support for world’s poor IMF chief says no country needs 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Ginton, saying the 
next few years are critical for 
die world economy, vowed 
that the United States would 
not turn its back on the rest 
of the world and its poorest 
citizens. 

“It is the most intensive 
period of economic change 
since the industrial revolu- 
tion,” Mr. Clinton told 
policymakers from 180 na- 
tions at the annual meeting of 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and World 
Bank. 

“No nation can turn its 
back and we will all have to 
work together if we want the 
promise of the 21st century to 
outweigh its peril,’' be added. 

The meeting has been con- 
sumed by doubts about 
Washington's willingness to 
continue to play a leading 
role in the two financial in- 
stitutions at the core of the 


world economy. 

Mr. Clinton promised the 
delegates his administration 
would stand by its interna- 
tional commitments and criti- 
cised American voices of 
isolation. 

Mach of the concern at die 
annual meeting has centred 
on the future of the Interna- 
tiona] Development Associa- 
tion (IDA), a World Bank 
affili ate that lends money at 
no interest to the world's 
poorest countries, mainly in 
Africa and Asia, 

World Bank President 
James Wolfensohn and some 
of his organisation's harshest 
critics came together to urge 
the United States and other 
rich nations not to cut back 
on aid. 

“This is an unusual press 
conference,” said Julia Taft, 
president of Interaction, 
which groups 150 U.S.-based 


relief agencies. “But these 
are unusual times. The rich- 
est nations of the world are 
turning their backs on the 
poorest of die poor.” 

Tight-fisted Republican 
lawmakers are poised to slash 
in half U.S. contributions to 
IDA — a move that has been 
roundly criticised by rich and 
poor alike here. 

Mr. Ginton attacked the 
proposed cuts as short- 
righted and said that funding 
IDA was one of his adminis- 
tration’s top priorities, not 
only because it was the right 
thing to do but also because it 
was in America’s self- 
interest. 

He argued that a more 
prosperous world would be a 
more stable one and said the 
U.S. budget could be ba- 
lanced without cutting critical 
international aid. 

‘Today’s despair breeds 


tomorrow’s conflict,” Mr. 
Ginton said. “Resolving the 
funding for dealing with to- 
day's despair will save the 
world and the United States a 
lot of money and perhaps 
even precious lives in the 
future.” 

Mr. Ginton spent much of 
his first speech to an IMF/ 
World Bank annual meeting 
congratulating the interna- 
tional co mmuni ty for coming 
to the rescue of Mexico, 
which was on the brink of 
defaulting on its foreign debts 
earlier this year. 

“In only nine months, with 
the help of the international 
community, Mexico has pul- 
led back from the brink of 
financial disaster,” be said. 
“Mexico is again on the road 
to stability and growth.” 

His upbeat remarks echoed 
those of visiting Mexican 
President Ernesto Zedillo, 


who told U.S. businessmen 
that his country’s economy 
was on the meno. 

“The stage is set for Mex- 
ico to become what it can and 
will be — a high growth 
economy,” Mr. Zedillo said. 

The United States 
spearheaded the £50 billion 
rescue of Mexico, but the 
IMF also played a major role 
in providing money and 
advice, despite initial Euro- 
pean misgivings. 

Mr. Clinton said the inter- 
national economic system 
would be better prepared for 
the next Mexi co-style econo- 
mic crisis, but made dear that 
further work is needed. 

“These next few years are 
a critical point, an historic 
turning point,” Mr. Clinton 
said. “If we do our job, the 
history of the next century 
will be less bloody than the 
history of the 20th century.” 


to cut aid to balance its budget 


Turnover, prices 
decline at AFM 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Turnover at the Amman stock market dipped 
sharply this week and stock prices shrank by 1.5 percent 
as investors sought to switch holdings to primary issues, 
brokers said. The said the market largely resisted large- 
scale sales during the week as thus the relatively low 
turnover despite good offers for speculators. 

The weekly report of the Amman Financial Market 
(AFM} said' volume for the week ending Thursday was 5.3 
million dinars, compared with the previous weeks’ 10.3 
■million dinars. 

The report said 2.7 million shares changed hands under 
3.121 contracts concluded during the week and the daily 
average trading for the week was 1. 1 million dinars 
■ compared with 2.1 million dinars for the previous week. 

The official AFM index based on 60 major companies 
from among the 120 listed in the market closed at T58 
points, down 2.4 points or 1.5 percent from the previous 
week's ;•>(■.- po:n:s. 

Banks ^nd f'nar.cial : riSti:uiior.s accounted for 2.54 
million dinar-., or 47.5 per cent of the weekly volume; 
followed b;. >'ncus:riais with a turnover of 1.44 million 
dinars or 2' percent, the services sector with 810.000 
dinars or if. 2 percent, ar.d insurance stocks with 550.000 
dinars or iC.„ ; percent. 

Services sector shares gained 0.4 percent during the 
week while commercial banks dipped by 1.9 percent, 
industrials by 1.2 per cent and insurance by II percent 

The week saw shares of S? companies changing hands, 
with 11 of them gaining. 59 slipping and IS remaining 
stable. 

Brokers said investors were seeking to shift holdings to 
primary- stocks issued by several new firms, mostly in the 
tourism sector, and hence the decline in prices. 

“Most buyers resisted large-scale deals." said a broker. 
“Therefore the volume dipped and those who needed urgent 
liquidity sold at market offers and this accounted for the 
dip in prices." added the broker, who. like all AFM dealers, 
cannot be identified by name under standing market 
instructions. 

However, this week’s trend was only temporary since 
most investors are looking for concrete signs of projects 
involving local firms emerging at the Oct. 29-3 1 Middle 
East and North Africa economic summit in Amman, the 
broker said. 


IMF seen drawing closer 
to private sector, markets 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) was given a man- 
date this week to strengthen 
its surveillance of economic 
policy and performance re- 
quiring close contact with 
financial markets and the pri- 
vate sector. 

“Contacts between the 
fund’s staff and the private 
financial sector will be inten- 
sified,” the Belgian chairman 
of the IMF's policy-making 
Interim Committee, Philippe 
Maystadt, told AFP. 

The aim of the strengthen- 
ing of the fund's watchdog 
role is to detea possible 
weaknesses at an early stage 
so as to avoid being caught by 
surprise by sudden crises like 
the one that hit Mexico last 
December. 

The Interim Committee 
gave the go-ahead Sunday for 
tile regular provision by gov- 
ernments of precise data on 
trends in their economies for 
surveillance purposes. 

For the first time, the min- 
isterial panel also asked the 
fund to take into account 
“the views of marked partici- 
pants." 

Fund staff could learn 
much from the latter and 
“there may also be differ- 
ences of perception between 
IMF officials and bankers on 
the situation in a given coun- 
try," Mr. Maystadt, who is 
Belgium’s deputy premier 
and finance minister, ex- 
plained. 

“Quite recently, bankers 
gave me some disquieting in- 
formation about the longer 
term viability of the financial 


sector in an Asian country, 
while, in the view of the IMF, 
this country was carrying out 
its programme in a perfect 
way," he added. 

According to Mr. Mays- 
tadt, IMF staff will contact 
operators in the market, not- 
ably via the Washington- 
based Institute for Interna- 
tional Finance (OF). 

The HF membership con- 
sists of major international 
banks and finance firms 
which are among the main 
players in world financial 
markets. 

They would be the main 
users of country economic 
data collected by the IMF, 
which “is now increasingly 
demanding concerning the 
quality and accuracy-" of in- 
formation provided. 

The fund will now refine a 
set of 17 “core" economic 
and financial data categories 
for countries having or seek- 
ing access to the capital mar- 
kets. on which financial inter- 
mediaries will be kept briefed 
through an electronic bulletin 
board. 

It will also assist countries 


in streamlining their machin- 
ery for collection of statistical 
data and adjusting it to mar- 
ket needs. 

But at the same time, the 
fund will have to be careful 
not to expose “risk coun- 
tries" to speculation. 

The IMF is also watching 
the markets for another 
reason. IMF Managing 
Director Michel Camdessus 
noted here that the Mexican 
crisis has demonstrated how 
strong and sudden pressuures 
can build up in today's glo- 
balised markets. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Robert Rubin has repeatedly 
said in recent months that the 
fund must be as strong as the 
markets. . 

Mr. Maystadt said the IMF 
is increasingly keeping a 
watch on the strength of the 
banking and financial seaars 
in its member countries. 

But Mr. Camdessus also 
told the IMF and World 
Bank annual meetings here 
this week that no country 
could afford" to reject the 
benefits of the integration of 
world markets. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — No 
government should cut its aid 
to poor countries with the 
excuse that it needs money to 
balance its budget, the head 
of the International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF) said in a slap 
at the U.S. Congress. 

“This is the kind of alibi 
that world public opinion 
should reject," said IMF 
Managing Director Michel 
Camdessus. 

Mr. Camdessus pointed 
out that governments devote 
only a small part of their 
spending to foreign aid. For 
the United States, it's less 
than one per cent. 

“We should ask ourselves: 
Where is the peace di- 
vidend? Remember, when 
the Berlin Wall went down 
we all of us thought... that 
military expenditures would 
go dramatically down/’ Mr. 
Camdessus said. 

It would have been natural 
to expea money saved from 
military spending to go for 
aid, Mr. Camdessus went on. 

“But I fail to see how much 
if anything development 
assistance has benefited from 
the supposed peace di- 
vidend," he said. 

President Clinton has 
asked for S1.4 billion for the 
bank's International De- 


velopment Association 
(IDA) fund, which provides 
loans to the world’s poorest 
countries. But Congress 
wants to cut that by half or 
more. 

Mr. Clinton's proposal 
would meet a commitment 
made during the administra- 
tion of president Bush. IDA 
lends £6 billion a year on easy 
terms to 78 of the world’s 
poorest countries. 

World Bank President 
James Wolfensohn, at an ear- 
lier news conference, pre- 
dicted that Mr. Clinton’s 
strong support will push Con- 
gress to give more money for 
IDA. _ 

Mr. Ginton told the IMF 
‘meeting that he would fight 
against what he called reck- 
less cuts in the U.S. contribu- 
tion. The meeting has heard a 
chorus of warnings from 
world financial leaders 
against the. prospective cuts. 

Mr. Wolfensohn said that 
as a result of the president's 
strong statement, he believes 
a committee of both houses 
of Congress next week will 
accept the Senate figure of 
£775 million instead of the 
£575 million passed by the 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. Wolfensohn said he 
was praying that the final 


amount can be even higher. 

A debate is now in prog- 
ress on how the U.S. con- 
tribution can be brought clos- 
er to the pledge. Mr. Wolfen- 
sohn said, suggesting that the 
Ginton administration could 
make some arrangement in- 
volving other items in the 
federal budget. 

A shortfall would put 
pressure on other countries 
to make up the difference. 
But Mr. Wolfensohn said he 
doubted that would be done, 
and if it is, he said U.S. 
companies likely would be 
barred from any contracts 
funded bv the funds. 

The cuts reflect Republi- 
can opposition to internation- 
al lending programmes as 
well as congressional efforts 
to balance the budget by 
2002. 

“There is a variety of 
thines he (Ginton) can do," 
Mr “Wolfensohn said. “He 
has to approve the budget as 
a whole.” 

Most important Mr. Wol- 
fensohn said, will be the U.S. 
role in providing for the loans 
in the three years that start 
next Julv. Mr. Clinton had 
signalled’ his strong support 
for the loan fund’s next reple- 
nishment, Mr. Wolfensohn 
added. 


Gaidar: Russian economy on 
right track if communists stay out 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — eminent for slowing market 
Prominent reformer Yegor reforms he championed after 
Gaidar Thursday issued the Soviet collapse in 1991. 
guarded praise for the gov- But on Thursday, he said, 
emmenfs economic course, Tm glad that at least in 
but warned that a communist some directions, the govem- 
victory in upcoming elections ment has begun to shift to- 
could be more dangerous ward more common sense.” 

- * -m . c 


than many think. 

Mr. Gaidar, a leading Rus- 
sian economist and haul of 
the largest reformist bloc in 
parliament, has grown in- 
creasingly critical of the gov- 


UnscramWe these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four. ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Hsnri Arnold and Mika Aigirion 


Lars try ogam. 
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THE Daily Crossword by Harvey Chew 


ACROSS 
1 Fashion 
5 Blind part 
9 Sharp pain 
13 Muslim decree 

15 Lima site 

16 Cheese 

17 "Witch" city 

18 Ripening factor 

19 French resort 

20 Penmanship 
system 

22 Actor Rip 

23 Bridge position 

24 Obliterate 
26 Head 

30 College group 

31 Land unit 

32 Road or ham 
end 

35 Scrap 
39 Mold 

41 Italian dramatist 
Betti 

42 Greek 
philosopher 

43 Temperate 

44 Look through 

46 Ellipse 

47 Wound slightly 
49 Ught 

51 Jason's wife 
53 Concerning 

55 Additional 

56 Type of bridge 

62 Core of a nerve 
fiber 

63 Biblical 
preposition 

64 Glower 

65 Catalogue 

66 Alaskan island 

67 Term of 
endearment 

68 River in England 

69 Knowledge 
handed down 

70 Riches 

DOWN 

1 Feel the loss of 

2 Don't give — 

3 Caobegelske 
plsnt 

4 garden 

5 Masis 

S Authentic 


1 26 [27 128 129 


132 133 134 


1 36 1 37 38 


1 58 159 1 60 161 
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Thursday's puzzle solved 


7 Type of code 

8 Tina or Ted 

9 Track and field 
event 

10 See you later 

11 Mother-of-pearl 

12 Govt. agts. 

14 Show host 
21 Com units 

25 File 

26 Young girt 

27 Reverberate 

28 Graceful horse 

29 Blessings on 
April 1-5th? 

30 Here to 
Eternity" 

33 Friar — 

34 Freudian term 

36 Sitarist Shankar 

37 Coup d' — 

33 Money allotment 52 Having a rough 


□EBB EBBB □□□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□ □DUBE 
□□□□ □□□□ QUQQU 
□□□□□□□□□ BBBEB 
E3DBEHB □□□□ 

■■ EBBB □□□□□□ 
□□□□□ QQBB E3I3BH 
□QBE □□□□□ □□an 
□□□□ □□□□ □□BEB! 
BBDDZ3Q UUUU I 
■■□□□□ □□□□□□ 
□□□□□ □□□□□□□□□! 
□□□□□ BUBO □□□□ 
□□□BQ □□□□ BBEJB 
HESEE □□□□ HDBHI 


40 Border lake 
45 Sr.3ck 
48 i-ionchalant 

50 Shallow bells 

51 Nerve 


margin 

53 " — Is Born" 

54 Orated 

55 Beer ingredient 
57 Disassemble 


58 Garden pest 

59 “Othello" 
character 

50 Spoken 
61 Socially inept 
one 


Oi999 Trtun* ktada Swnaa. «. 
MRnwAtsanta 


"It was just another dull, boring day at 
work, except for the part where Larry's 
head exploded from stress.” 


TELOX 


RULBET 


TROBEH 


Mr. Sctiuttz Is 
my potent 


WHAT THE 

trumpet teacher 
WAS KNOWN AS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer: A[ Y IITT][TTTT 

N - '‘TV - *TV VTV A..A A N. A A A A > 

(Answers Monday) 

Yesterday's I DOILY GRAIN BEHIND SAVORY 

I Answer The math teacher desertrad his drawn out 
divorce as this — LONG DIVISION 


Peanuts 



ME NEITHER, BUT IF 1 EVER 

I 5EE ONE, I'LL BRING IT IN.. 

8 — 


Andy Cap 



f NOTBADji 



OH.' THAWS' 

THANKS FOR VOUR 
WOW NUWEBJ B= 

r rawer rr.m. 

lOOKtTUPIHTUe 

zzusm 


UceweiwiNE 


? ftNUHW?,THeH HE 1 1 1 WTBI 

f THirtCsic FOR VfJS* J ( MINUTES MORE 
. BlCDOrtlMMKMtf) *7® DON'T 


: AND HE 


r slowing market Minister Viktor _ Chemomy- 
championed after rdin’s initiative in removing 
collapse in 1991. tax exemptions for some 
hursday, he said, huge Russian industries — . 
that at least in but said the prime minister 
ions, the govern- didn't go far enough, 
tegun to shift to- Mr. Gaidar said too many 
common sense.” tax benefits remain, parti cu- 
The government’s financial larly for the natural gas 
stabilisation policy has "a de- monopoly Gazprom, which 
finite chance of success,” he 

said, despite several short- (Continued on page 9) 
comings. — — 

He als o hailed Prime HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATUR- 

BLED WORD GAME DAY - OCTOBER 14. 1995 

noW and Mika Aitfrign By ThOmaS S. Pier SOP. 

Astrologer. Carroll Righter 
Astrological Foundation 

® I ARIES: (March 21 to April 

,. rl “//> 19) This is a good day to gam 

' l ^ c i^ded goodwill of 

friends, relatives and neieh- 
hours, so get an early start 
upon such activities. 

r* TAURUS: (April 2» to May 

kgV 2(1) Studv your financial sta- 

tus carefully today and plan 
IlMpI how best to increase your 

J income for the future in the 

T THE case of a rainy day. 

GEMINI: (Mav 2i’ to June 
40WN AS. 21) Your mind is filled with 

' / fine ideas which should he 

the circled letters to P ul m motion ’todav so that 

rise answer, as sug- you can add to your present 

above cartoon. success and become noticed 

^ vl> ii by those in charge. 

L A d MOON CHILDREN: (June 
(Answers Monday) 22 to July 21) Get that in- 
MD SAVORY formation you need to be- 
ad his drawn out come more prosperous in 

NVISION your field of endeavour so 

that you can become more 

. successful. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
This is a good day to meet 
with as many persons as you 
can. Talking over mutual 
. — j ideas and aims get you good 

I EVER results. 

IT IN VIRGO: (August 22 to 

- eptemher 22) Get out early 

his morning and handle pub- 
lie and career activities which 
yi| are difficult to handle during 

IH the busy coming week. 

sdQk LIBRA: (September 23 to 

H Octoher 22) This is a good 

||||||fc d a >; today to contact those at 

PfllllP a disrance and show you want 

to continue dealing with them 
.1 in the neuT future. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 2!) Decide what 
you desire later this evening 
and then talk your plans over 

with person in business who 

can be of great assistance. 

L ^rrWAS^ SAGITTARIUS: (November 

HA TRY/ -- to December 21) En- 

deavour to get advice from a 

dynamic person who is rest- 
levs bur very successful in 
coming up with profitable 
ideas to make new products. 

CAPRICORN: ( December 22 
to January 2(1) Know him 
you want vour labours to 
— trend and look inro new in- 

ventions and solutions which 
will make your career activi- 
ties easier. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
r ■■■■ February 19) You arise feel- 

,n £ t ,s| ppy lf property attuned 

l ° f? I: !^VV da ^ n ^n have 
^SftoWOP j) _ delightful time with your 
I'LL L F ftVff tr|cn ds and fellow associates, 
yg I PISCES: (Februarv 20 to 

IF H £l !irch Kce P tooted to 

SS ' ” 4l, J , "r : -‘flairs 

UJbgi *■>’ 


r WELL, IT WAS 
k WORTH A TRY 
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Butcher 
turns 
to God, 
makes cash 
payments in 
repentance 


** RESIDENTS IN one of 
Amman's western quarters 
were shocked when a small 
boy knocked on their doors 
and banded them cash 
amounts ranging between ID 
90 and JD 450 saying “This 
sum is from my father, the 
butcher.” When the neigh- 
bours started to investigate 
the secret behind these finan- 
cial handouts they realised it 
was from the butcher who 
worked in their neighbour- 
hood but had left many years 
ago. The butcher wanted to 
dear his conscious after hav- 
ing cheated his dients for six 
yeas by mixing frozen meat 
with local meat and mixing 
lamb with beef in addition to 
adding fat and manipulating 
the weight. Inside each en- 
velop handed by his son. the 
butcher wrote: “Forgive me, 
I have turned to God~ and this 
is an estimation of the dam- 
ages I have caused you. For- 
giving me would be generous 
of you.” Some of the resi- 
dents were astonished by the 
butcher's action but most of 
them esteemed his courage 
and his repentence and de- 
rided to forgive him (A1 Dus- 
■ tour). 


<r*THE CENTRAL Traffic 
Committee derided to re- 
commend to the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade the 
approval of setting up a pub- 
lic shareholding company to 
transport passengers between 
Jordan and Israel. The re- 
commendation specified that 
the company should have a 
capital of at least JD 5 million 
with twenty buses to operate 
on the following routes: 
Amman-Tel Aviv- Am man, 
Amman-Haifa-Amman. 
Irbid-Haifa-Irbid. Aqaba- 
Eil at- Aqaba, and Amman- 
Nazareth- Amman. The com- 
mittee said that the company 
should be registered within 
three months and that the 
founders’ share of the capital. 
Among the main founders 
are: Adrian Ahmad Matar, 
the Modem Transport com- 
pany, the Modem Company 
for Vehicles Trade, the Mal- 
trans Company for Commer- 
cial Investments. Hus&m At 
Din Diraniyyeh, Salim Zu’bi. 
Fadi al Ali, Wafiq Naddaf, 
the Ibrahim Zu'bi Establish- 
ment, the Union Commercial 
Establishment, tlayyan Com- 
mercial Company, Shawkat 
Obeidat, Hasan Soundeh, 
Alia Khassawneh and Ghaleb 
Kafahi. 

The committee also discus- 
sed the study prepared to set 
up a public shareholding 
company to o pie rare regular 
transport lines between Jor- 
dan and the main cities in the 
self-rule areas and the Gaza 
Strip. The committee called 
on all those interested to 
participate in setting up this 
company, to be capitalised at 
a minimum of JD 10 million, 
to apply at the traffic and 
licensing department at the 
Ministry of Interior until Oct. 
21, 1995 (Al Dustour + Al 
Ra'i). 
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** THE GENERAL assem- 
bly of the Amman Bank for 
Investments will hold an 
ordinary and an extraordin-’ 
ary. meeting on Sunday to 
approve the bank's financial 
accounts for 1994 and to dis- 
cuss the recommendation of 
the board of directors- to raise 
the capital of the bank from 
JD 15 million to JD 25 mil- 
lion. According to the bank’s 
general manager, Maher 
Shukri. the increse in capital 
kl ’ may take place through pri- 
V yate subscription. The delay 
< \ in holding the meeting. Dr. 

, . Shukri said, was due to the 

... late approval of the Central 
.• " t Bank to publish the financial 
\t account s because of differing 
,ii,- ■ views on the calculation of 
allocations and how it should 
y. i* covered. The bank's re- 
.!». i 1 corded a JD 1.5 million net 
last year (Al Ra'i). 


Russian economy to 
begin growing in ’96 

(Continued from page 8) 


Mr. Chernomyrdin once ran. 

Along with tax exempt 
tions, Mr. Gaidar said, cor- 
ruption is seriously threaten- 
ing stabihsatica efforts and 
keeping Russia from retching 
the next stage of reforms. 

“The main problem with 
our current capitalism is... 
the intimate ties between 
business and bureaucracy,” 
he said, criticising rampant 
bribe-taking in local govern- 
ments. 

Mr. Gaidar is gearing up 
for Dec. 17 parliamentary 
elections, in winch the Com- 
munist Party and other con- 
servative frictions are ex- 
pected to fore well. 

His party, Russia's Choice, 
has Med since 1993 elec- 
tions. 

Observers say the several 
— and fractured — reformist 
parties stand little chance of 
of winning more than a few 
seats in the State D uma, die 
lower bouse of parliament, 
unless they unite. 

Mr. Gaidar warned that 
Russia’s communists, unlike 
their more reformed counter- 
parts in eastern Europe, are 
dominated by imperialist and 
nationalist forces. 

“They are not shifting from 
red to pink, but from red to 
brown,” he said. “Their as^ 
cent would mean the ascent 
of a party of ruin and war.” 

It could also mean the re- 
versal of the market reforms 
Mr. Gaidar has pushed for 
since serving as Yeltsin’s 
prime minister in 1992. 

“It’s an illusion that we’ve 
passed the point of no re- 
turn,” he said. “As one of the 
architects of Russian re- 
forms, one of those involved 
in trying to make reforms 
irreversible, I must say that, 
regrettably, they are fully re- 
versible.” 

But he remained optimistic 
about the reformers’ chances. 

“(The democrats) may 
even win,” be said. But their 
success relies on their ability 
to attract young people to the 
polls. 

Ihe communists are back- 
ed staunchly by many older 
Russians, disillusioned by the 
loss of Soviet stability and 
benefits and unable Go adapt - 
to new job demands and a 
chaotic free market. 

The younger generation, 
which tends to support mar- 
ket reforms, largely stayed 
away from the last parliamen- 
tary polls. 

In Washington, reform 
chief Anatoly Chubais said 
that Russia’s economy would 
begin growing next year, but 
be offered the West strong 
words of advice on how to 
handle its own economic 
slowdown. 

A speech from Mr. Chu- 
bais to the Interim Commit- 


tee of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) read 
like a textbook of monetarist 
economic logic, effectively 
turning the tables on Western 
officiate who have spent years 
teffing Russia what to do. 

“It would seem that the 
slight moderation in die rate 
of growth (in industrialised 
countries) is temporary,” 
stud Mr. Chubais, a first de- 
puty prime minister. 

“It should hardly be 
viewed as a signal for pre- 
maturely loosening monetary 
policy to the detriment of a 
strategy aimed at price stabil- 
ity; he added. 


Soaring paper prices cause 
biggest headache to publishers 


FRANKFURT, Germany 
(R) — International pub- 
lishers at the world’s biggest 
book fair said Friday their 
biggest headache was the 
soaring cost of paper. 

Media moguls around the 
globe have faced a paper 
chain of pain with rocketing 
newsprint prices and the 
book business faces a similar 
battle trying to trim its costs. 

Papier prices have climbed 
by 50 pier cent in the last two 
years and further increases 
are expected thrr-- »h to 1998, 
said German Publishers 
Association Chairman Ro- 
land Ulmer. 


“They cannot simply be 
off-loaded onto the book 
price and are a burden on 
returns,” be said at the 
Frankfort book fair, which 
has attracted 9,000 publishers 
from 97 countries. 

European paper suppliers 
are being investigated by the 
European Union on suspi- 
cion of oprerating a cartel. 
“Its outcome is eagerly awa- 
ited by publishers,” Mr. Ulm 
said. 

The tale is the same on 
both sides of the Atlantic. 

“This year it has been a 
major headache. We are very 
badly hit,” said John Lyon, 


vice president of the Boston- 
based Little Brown and Com- 
pany. “The increase in the 
.price of paper adds to our 
costs but we cannot automati- 
cally pass it on to the market 
place.” 

At French publisher 
Hachette, 40 per cent of the 
cost is papier. "It is a major 
problem. We have been 
seriously affected,” said Vice 
Technical Director Bernard 
Peironet. 

“We use 40,000 tonnes pier 
paperback and about 200 mil- 
lion tonnes of papier a year. 
The price rises have cost us 
an extra 30 million francs ($6 


million),” he pointed out. 

Hachette tried to compen- 
sate by pushing exports and 
making the most of currency 
-weaknesses in Spain and Ita- 
ly, he said. 

Britain's publishing indus- 
try has been in turmoil with 
the abandonment of a 
century-old price-fixing 
agreement. 

The net book agreement 
had allowed publishers to set 
a minimum sales price. With 
its collapse, bookshops and 
supermarkets have packed 
their shelves with discounted 
books. 

Hodder headline was first 


to abandon the agreement; 
when it published cut-price, 
editions of John ie Carre's 
“Our Game". 

• "Paper has been a big; 
issue and prices have gone up 
50 per cent in two years. It is 
an additional pressure,” said ! 
Hodder headline group chief 
executive Tim Hcly Hutch- 
inson. 

“Paper costs are 7.5 per 
cent of sales. If they go up 50 
pier cent, it impacts our mar- 
gins,” he said. But this has 
been counteracted by Le Car- 
re sales almost doubling and 
other best-sellers taking off in 
the new discount market. 
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MEEKLY KJ6KJKT 


COMPANY'S MAKS 


ARAB BAMt fifl 

JORDAB kaTIOKAZ. BANK 

BANE or JORDAN 

HTMHZ EAST IMVIUtllUKT BANK. 

IMixikTRZAL OBVOOPKBNT DANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
JORDAN ODUT BANK 
ARAB JORDAN ZNVKsnuOtT BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
BUS IN BSC SANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT A rXKANCB DAMS 
nr IT SXMAZ. SAVINGS IHVXSSNBMT NOR BOUSING 
AMMAN SANK fW ZNVNSTNBNT 
PHILADELPHIA nvlUMUT BAR. 


nuDiMu 

VOLUME 

JD 

PREY. 

CLONING 

PKXCK 

OPENING CLOSING 
PRICK raxes 

1,448,490 247.000 

247. 000 

241.000 

3*. 555 

4.490 

4.450 

4.340 

122,41* 

3.5X0 

3.510 

3.700 

28,814 

X.20U 

1.280 

1.220 

94,435 

2.340 

3.340 

2.340 

15,94* 

2.780 

2. /BO 

2.770 

522,440 

1.200 

1.700 

2.170 

3,750 

3.740 

3.740 

3.750 

48.741 

3.710 

2.710 

2.480 

11,330 

3.4*0 

3.490 

3.480 

23,785 

3.710 

3.7X0 

3.7X0 

14,750 

3.400 

3.400 

a. 390 

105,948 

0 .430 

0.930 

0.930 

23,432 

1.540 

1.540 

1.930 
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GFINIlIJffl £ HEAVING 

499 

1.804 

1.800 

1.750 

RAF! A INDUSTRIES 

2,045 

2.210 

2,11V 

2,290 

DAR AL OR MR DEVELOPMENT 4 CNVESTNRNT 

33,934 

7.250 

7.250 

7.230 

ARAD ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

74,959 

5.210 

1.210 

5.170 

LIVESTOCK 4 POULTRY 

230,470 

0.710 

0.710 

0.400 

OTNBRAI. INVESTMENT 

2,340 

2.500 

2.500 

3.400 

RKaS PAPER CONVERTING i TRADING 

03.493 

1.470 

1.430 

1.470 

RAT I ORAL STEEL XNIX7STST 

11,904 

7.250 

2-250 

2.730 

NATIONAL INDUNmiRB 

32,430 

1.090 

1.090 

1.070 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CKEMXCAL INDllKTNXEH 

4,872 

1.710 

1.7no 

1.720 

JORDAN CMNMlCRL UrDUBTRin 

1,700 

4.250 

4.250 

4.350 

JORDAN ROCKNOOL XNDUSTRZM 

28,450 

1.080 

1.080 

l.OHO 

NATIONAL CABLE 4 "IRE MAWFACTURINO 

18.945 

4.340 

4. ICO 

4.100 

JORDAN St/LPlIO -CHEMICALS 

9,324 

1.340 

1.740 

1.340 

ARAB' CENTUM POR PHARH. 4 CHBMICALR 

14,784 

2.100 

2.100 

2.070 

KAWTNBR INVUTKCNZ 

1,544 

1.430 

1.430 

1.420 

ED 1 VOCAL HSMM IIMW1I1M 

24.347 

3.700 

3.200 

7. 170 

JORDAN IMDURRtAI. RBEOVRCB8 CO- 

50,474 

1.980 

1.980 

1 .950 

JORDAN NPM CARLE COMPANY 

79,145 

1.410 

1.410 

1.570 

XMTEKMATZOHM. TOBACCO 5 CIGARETTES 

54. Ill 

1.400 

1.400 

1.7HU 

URJfJM CHEMICAL 4 VBOATIABLE OIL ZNOUSTRZ 

110.332 

2.010 

2,020 

2.090 


JORDAN ISSUMklfCX 
MIDDLE BAST INSUMUCS 
ARABIAN SBAN INSURANCE 
JOMCAN TRENCH IN00MNCI 
HOLY UBS IMEURAMCK 


32.475 

907,500 

1 ,830 
4,N1| 
L,0XS 


3.300 3.200 
3. SO 0 3.900 

l.WSO l.SSO 
7.700 2.700 
7.220 7.220 


3.750 
3.500 
1,950 
2. 440 
2.070 


INDUSTRIAL 


SECTOR 


GRAND T O T A T. 


1105042 INDEX NUNNIMI 123. CO 
CHANGE ■ -1.15* 


477NANW INDEX BUMBBU 1S7.99 


INEVNANCN SECTOR 



INDEX NUMBER! 1311.79 
I -1.05* 


7ANALLBL HahKBT TRADING ACTIVITY TOR THE PERIOD {07/10/1*95 - U ' 10/1995 ) 

MEEKLY REPORT 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POMXB 

118,471 

1.440 

1.440 

1.430 

JFORDAR MOTEL 8 TUURUK 

4,724 

8.650 

8.450 

8.500 

JORDAN HIMKJt MINIMAL 

125 

2.5U0 

2.500 

2.500 

JORDAN NATIONAL BHXPPXNO LINES 

1,231 

2.430 

2.430 

2.450 

NATIONAL PORZ7TB.ro SECURITIES 

80,287 

2.040 

2.040 

2.040 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

2,841 

1.000 

1.080 

1.050 

XACBXRAAX EQUIP. RENTING A RAnOTENANCE 

4,970 

0.470 

0.67C 

0.480 

JORDAN PRES* FOOMUAXXC* / ALRA'X 

970 

9.850 

9.150 

9.700 

UNITED KIDDLE XAST « COKNOU HOTELS 

30,940 

2.320 

2.320 

2.290 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT A EDUCATION 

114,218 

3.120 

3.130 

3.240 

tAJUa PRXVAX* . DNXVXRSrm 

?«,B70 

1.320 

1.320 

1.300 

WNIOH LAND SKfBXOVNBn CORD. 

208,879 

1.080 

1.080 

J.110 

SERVICES SECTOR 


594798 

INDEX NUKBBHi 137.58 



CHANUfl 

l *0.29* 

ATTANOSKP CONST. MATERIAL MAMOFACTDRMW 

4,000 

X.208 

1.200 

1.200 

THE JORDAN CEMEPT "ACTOR IBS 

104,840 

3.580 

3.380 

3,530 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MIMES 

14.823 

3.030 

3.020 

3,000 

THE ARAB POTASH 

14,402 

4.900 

4.900 

5.040 

JORDAN PPTROLMUN RKPZXART 

98,850 

9.500 

9.500 

9.450 

WOOLEN jaiaWTRIBS 

43,221 

1.450 

1.450 

1.430 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL 4 AGRICULTURAL 

5,194 

3.280 

3.280 

3.280 

ARAB PKAMMaCEUTICAL KAMUFACTURIKS 

31,670 

4.800 

4.800 

4.700 

JORDAN CERAMIC IMD09XRZES 

14 , 053 

5.980 

5.980 

5.980 

JORBAM DAIRY 

J,DI7 

2.450 

2.450 

2.540 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

4,792 

2.530 

2.530 

2.470 

JORtUN PAPER 4 CARDBOARD FACTORIES 

2,000 

3.990 

3.990 

4.000 

THE PUBLIC MINING 

2,721 

3.000 

3.000 

3.000 


COMPANY’S HART 


TRAP THU 
VOLUME 
JO 


Wiv. OPENING CLOSING 
CLOSING PRICE PRICE 
PRICE 


CBK7WA1. GENERAL TRADING A STORAGE 
JORDAN TRADE FACILITIES 
UNlrrBD CO. FOR ORGANIZING UW TRANS. 
ARAJV PIN IHV.CO 
UNION INVESTMENT OOOP. SOX 
AN AH FOOD C MEDICAL APPLIANCES 
ARAB INVESTMENT l IITBn RATIONAL ISADS 
JORDAN INDUSTRIES fc MATCH/ JXMCO 
NATIONAL CBLORXNK INDUSTRIES CO. LTD 
NATIONAL TEXTILE & PLASTICS XND. CO 
NAYX&E DIES l MOULDS 
EL-BAY RKADY WEAR KANOPACTBRTHC OO. 
UNTVHftfcAL METALS 
MID PKARKA 
JORDAN STEEL 
ARAD ELECTRIC INDUSTRIE 
UNION TOBACCO 
RAXX NKAJtNACKJTICALS 
IN DUSTS INK BMOIRRSXW 
INDUSTRIAL CERAMIC 
J .TEXTILE MAKUPaCTORSR. 

PEARL BABXlUff PAPER CONVERTING 
NATIONAL POULTRY 90* 

GUANO TOTAL 


2.647; 

0.740 

0.740 

H—88—S 

0.7SO 

45.573 

U.77D 

0.770 

o. na 

9,422 

2.2*0 

2.290 

2.230 

91.505 

1.100 

1.100 

l-OSO 

62.484 

0.920 

0.930 

0.930 

9.304 

0.900 

0.900 

0.890 

30,400 

0.700 

0.700 

0.700 

2.5*6 

0.540 

0.560 

0.560 

31,089 

1.230 

1.730 

1.480 

17,109 

1.000 

1.080 

1.040 

4,541 

0.190 

0.090 

0.870 

16.038 

2.710 

2.210 

2.120 

4,848 

1.280 

1.390 

1-230 

7,913 

0.840 

O.040 

0.890 

110,457 

1.030 

1.030 

1.010 

9.318 

0.780 

0.780 

0.770 

17,817 

1.510- 

1.5.- 

1.470 

2.598 

0.850 

0.950 

0.890 

3,880 

0.780 

0.780 

0.740 

14,199 

1.350 

1.390 

1.320 

1.431 

0.730 

0.730 

0.720 

43, 1*4 

0.900 

0-900 

0.890 

13,35* 

t.HO 


■B.8I8IO 

547982 
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Financial 

Markets 


Jo^ihgrfinies 

In CB-MeraNm with 

Cairo Amman Bank) 


Caatnl Bank of Joob" 


Exdrnig* Kata BoJlatfa 

bwtat M/I0/I995 


Cwnmc) 

Bid 

Oder 

US. Doflar 

0.71ZQ 

1 0.7140 

Sterling Pound 

1.1*19 

1.JZ73 

Dtvtsche Mark 

■ a.sois 

0.5043 

Swha Franc 

0.61S7 

0.6210 

French franc 

0.H33 

0.1440 

Japanese Yen* 

0.7049 

0.7014 

Dutch Guilder- 

6.4481 

0.4$03 

S*e4bh Kruno 



Italian Urn* 

0.0443 

0.0445 

Bdgim Franc 




■hrlN 

Othvr CBrrtpdi 


(1/10/1995 


Currency 

* Bid 

Gun 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.4720 

i 7,4460 

Lebanese Lira* 

0.04345 

0.94445 

Saudi Rijal 

■ 0.1S4S , 

0.1970 

Kn trill! Dinar 

2.3030 

2.3610 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are 

the buying and selling 

j 1 rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
1 dollar at midsession on the London foreign exchange and 

bullion markets Friday. 


One U.S. dollar 1.3386/96 

Canadian dollar 

1.4208/18 

Deutschemarks 

1.5920/30 

Dutch guilders 

1.1524/34 

Swiss francs 

‘ 29.23/27 

Belgian francs 

4.9512/62 

French francs 

' 15993/0.8 

Italian lire 

100.21/31 

Japanese yen 

6.9430/30 

Swedish crowns 

6.2430/80 

Norwegian crowns 

5.5075/75 

Danish crowns 

1.4248/58 

Singapore dollars 

0.7606/11 

Australian dollars 

7.7310/20 

Hong Kong dollars 

One sterling SI .5730/40 

One ounce of gold $384.30/384,70 




Furnished Apartment 
For Rent . 

iln Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, . 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas ' 

Fumished/unfumished for . 

rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tek.810605, 810609, 810520 


^4 A SECURE 

Motel 

Swelflyeh 



t.O.TEL 

-SECURITY 
^-HOSPITALITY 
GASTRONOMY . 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 




Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Teh 693399 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 
a l.<.a a Sl\ ttfl a •« 

063944 - 81 6690 


La Coquette 

RESTAURANT 




, "it Xvl 2“* K!* 

fill at 
~ ~ & 




Tmkm way b i wU m M b | 

Sh0 ALArab.Stmt 
Um UOwirmft Ccn*iMK& Cmtm 

T«U H1174 

| JlKreMK4 ShMysUittd, 


MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

, The Best Cooking. 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Doir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytun 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3i30 pJlk 
8:30 - 11*0 pjn. 



For Rent 


Deluxe Furnished _ 

c § 

Sand Unfurnished cc 

£ Villas apartments ^ 

i 

land office Space ® 

CL ^ 

oTo Suit-all Budgets o 
u_ 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 


tymAddrmwAmmx 

i r — n •• i 



Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 



ffwpxiMaaA* 

Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 



U 

to 


>■ 

. 2 . 

*n 


NOUROZ Restaurant ; ^ 
JriNlAnaan.ad CM* : .N. 

Tt 642830 Fo; 

THE OfTEHCOiroiimTAL U 







Sports 


JORDAN TIMES. SATURDAY, OCTOBERJ^^WS 


CtjO 


Chang advances in Seiko Super Tennis 


IAAF announces 
1996 schedule 








Goran Ivanisevic 


DIRECTLY FROM THE OWNER 
CITROEN 
CX25 - G Ti TURBO 



19S6, EXCELLENT CONDmON, 25 LITER ENGINE, 
A/C. ELECTRIC WINDOWS, MIRRORS, STEREO, 
CENTRAL LOCK AND MORE ... 

FORD 

MERCURY COUGAR 


TOKYO (AFP) — Michael 
Chang moved through to the 
next round of the one million 
dollar Seiko Super tennis 
tournament here on Friday 
but will not have the chance 
to avenge his loss in last 
year’s final to Goran Iva- 
nisevic who crashed out. 

Ivanisevic, who came into 
the tournament with a fever 
and was in bed for 10 days 
before coming to Tokyo, lost 
his quarter-final match 6-7 
(2/7), 6-7 (5/7) to Hendrik 
Dreekmann. of Germany. 

Chang was an easy 6-2, 6-0 
winner over 9th seed Alexan- 
der Volkov of Russia, and 
now he will take on Henrik 
Holm of Sweden,- who eli- 
minated 14th seed Byron 
Black of Zimbabwe 6-3, 6-7 
( 8 / 10 ), 6 - 1 . 

Meanwhile, up-and- 
coming Australian teenager 
Mark Philippoussis continued 
his giant killing run, beating 
4th seed Richard Krajicek of 
the Netherlands 6-7 (4/7), 7-6 
(7/5), 6-4 to earn the right ro 
play Dreekmann. 

“I was very calm today, 
because I had nothing to lose. 
Even if I lose, it's no shame 
for me," said Dreekmann, 
ranked 114th. “If he (Iva- 
nisevic ) loses against some- 
one who is ranked more than 
a 100. it's not a shame but it's 
not too good for him." 

“I was just trying to win my 
service games... thar was alf. 
When he was serving well, 
there were no chances at all. 
It's up to him. What I did 
well today was just to stay 
calm,” added the German. 

Dreekmann broke Iva- ' 
nisevic first to take a 5-3 lead 
in the opening set, and the 
Croat pulled one back in the 


following game, but it was 
Ivanisevic's only converted 
break point in the 86-minute 
match. 

Although he hit 16 aces 
and won 37 out of 48 points 
on his first serve. Ivanisevic 
had to save a total of eight 
break points against him. 

The Croat fired a lighting 
services return winner to take 
a 3-0 lead in the second set 
tie-breaker, but after trading 
mini-breaks twice, he mis- 
fired his forehand on his 
serve to lose the match. 

"He deserved to win," said * 
a dejected Ivanisevic, who 
has not won a title since 
winning in Tokyo a year ago. 
“He played so smart, he play- 
ed against my backhand and 
moved me round. I had my 
chances but I couldn't take 
them.” 

“1 was mixing a lot, hitting 
a lot of slice, slice, slice... like 
Sanchez (I don't remember 
which Sanchez)... I don't 
know why... I was defensive 
on my serve, because he just 
returned and I always hit 
slice, slice... that's the way I 
played today," said the 
second seed. 

Philippoussis. who caused 
a sensation by hitting 44 aces 
in 15 service games in his 
second round match in Kuala 
Lumpur last week, reaching 
the final, survived a war of 
power serves against the 
World number 15 Krajicek. 

"Today, it was just a battle 
of the serves. He was serving 
huge for the first two sets and 
I had no chance on his 
serve.” said the 18-year-old 
from Melbourne. 

"But he started missing 
some first serves in the 




Michael Chang 

second set tie-breaker and 
the thrid set, and I did take 
mv chances — that was the 
key point. 

“I didn't have many aces, 
but I definitely had a lot of 


,.*ice winners and I wasn’t 
down a break point at all 
today. So that's very good. 
I'm happy about that,” said 
Philippoussis, ranked a 
career high of 60 this week. 



1988, EXCELLENT CONDITION, 5.0 LITER ENGINE, A/C 
ELECTRIC WINDOWS, SEATS, MIRRORS, STEREO, 
CRUISE CONTROL ETC. (FULL OPTIONS) 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A LEADING COMPANY DEALING WITH 
FOODSTUFF HAS A VACANCY FOR A 
SALES REPRESENTATIVE WITH THE 
FOLLOWING QUALIFICATIONS:- 

- GOOD COMMAND OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE. 
-3 YEARS EXPERIENCE. 

-MUST OWN A CAR. 

APPUCANTS PLEASE SEND C.V. TO: 
THE GENERAL MANAGER 
PA BOX: 6141 AMMAN - JORDAN 


Young Ern hopes 
to shine in Paris 


PARIS (R) — British five- 
year-old Young Em, ridden 
by multiple Irish champion 
Michael Kinane, could make 
amends for last year's dis- 
appointment in the seven- 
furlong (1.4-km) Prix de la 
Foret at Longchamp on Sun- 
day. 

Longchamp will stage 
another group one event on 
Sunday, the Grand 
Criterium, which is reserved 
exclusively for two-year-old 
colts and fillies. 

The prix de la Foret has 
drawn a less competitive field 
than last year and could 




TO 


THAILAND 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished penthouse deluxe roof with open 
terraces overlooking Amman, 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, large kitchen, large sitting & dining hall 
with family sitting room & fireplace, telephone line 
available & car parking. 

Nice location in Shmeisani. 

For information please call 678501 after 2 pm. 





TRADE EXHIBITION 


JORDAN 

Islsk AT ' 


• — 7- ■ 


L • TEQRTE GRAND AMMAN HOTEL 

1995 

fer EVER IN JORDAN 

October 1995 

j hours.; from 1 0,00 to 1 3 ,00 hours 


:-E^bitor$ are ; ready business with yon ! 
^Products.- i^ging from- - - i - - -% Z Ti - - v 


Location / Alia Housing Main Street, 
3 Bedrooms, One Master, 2 Bathrooms, 
Large living Room, Dining Room & 
Salons, Servant Room & Bathroom, 
Veiy Nice Garden + Garage 


NABIL & HISHAM THEATRE 

presents 

the satirical comedy show 

“ Peace Oh Peace ” 

IN ENGLISH 

Every Saturday, starting October 7, 1995 


-Food. — .- --Fooiwear- 

- Primed Textile .-Cbnfeditin^ 
v'ligHtFTrapgs ; ; L - TTometextHe ^ j 
-.•bolls...'. . .-AutdSp^Paits- 


- Artificial Flowers;- ^-Electrical Transformers 


P^w^rodiiiSs. I. j-^T.apimore 


v v- v ■ "r v -■ <- v 






.Thil .Trade. Center .... *. 

P.O.Box 40&3.-Dubai,-U.A.E. • 

-.Tel: (97 1>4)-284553- .Fflxr.(97i-4-)‘ 


1 ■’* -> -- 1 * 

• •- v- V V i- -r -J- ■i-'-t- 'r -f- + 

-i. _ ... ^ ij-<- Vft.t v .-T-.rt- 

-■ -• ->.v — -.-.v v.f ir&.v 

■- v . 1 - ■■ • - *- t- rr ‘-•tt-- v.v - -t 

:■ -■ v v %- ■»- v v \ 

... y- J&y^.Tbii ^h^SeiGenerai, 

-.•V v - -PiO-Biox 26^iiiEiiaifc joxtikii--;- ^ 

220934; (9626W^3247j; . 



at the Nabil & Hisham Theatre 
1st Circle. Rainbow Street, Jabal Amman, 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservations call 625155 or 640155 


prove a good occasion for 
Young Ern to shine after 
second places in his last three 
outings, including the Group 
One Prix Maurice de Gheest 
at Deauville. 

Last year, the son of Efisio 
finished a creditable fourth to 
Bigstone, only to be disqual- 
ified and placed last for caus- 
ing interference. 

Other horses coining back 
for another shot at this race 
are Nevemeyev, third last 
time, who is returning after a 
lay-off. and Mutakddim, who 
will be to improve on last 
year’s sixth. 


PARIS (AP) — The world 
athletic schedule for 1996 fea- 
tures meets on all five conti- 
nents. including new events 
in Japan. Australia, Russia, 
South Africa and India. 

The International Amateur 
Athletic Federation (IAAF) 
announced the schedule 
Thursday for its Grand Prix 
meets, including a pre- 
Olvmpic event in Atlanta. It 
will be presented to the coun- 
cil for final approval in De- 
cember. • 

• There will be a Grand Prix 
meet on May 18 p in Atlanta at 
the main Olympic stadium, 
replacing the New York 
games. 

"The Grand Prix will have 
a stopover in Atlanta for the 
inauguration of the Olympic 
stadium there," said IAAF 
President Primo Nebiolo. 
"We will have a very big 
celebration in regards to the 
Olympic games.” 

The top-tier Grand Prix I 
meets will start as usual in 
Sao Paolo, Brazil, in May 5. 
and then move to Japan for a 
new event in Tokvo on Mav. 
12 . 

The series will also make a 
new stop in Moscow on June 
7. "Russia is one of our most 
important federations.” 
Nebiolo said. 

There will be a break in the 
schedule between July 12 and 
Aug. 10 for the Olympics, 
where the track events will be 
held from July 27 to Aug. 4. 

There will be a total of 40 
Grand Prix meetings — 18 
AGP I. 12 GP n and 10 
IAAF permit meetings as 
well as the final. 

In the second-level Grand 
Prix II series, a meet in Mel- 
bourne, Australia, will open 
the season Feb. 29. There 
will be additional events in 
Johannesburg. South Africa. 
April 14 and New Delhi, 
India, April 28. 

“All the continents wiH 
participate in the Grand 
Prix," Nebiolo said. 

The Grand Prix final will 
be held in Milan, Italy, Sept. 
7. Prize money for the sea- 
son’s overall winner will be 
increased to .5200,000, while 
Av'ent winners: will get 
$50,000. In addition, a 


$100,000 bonus will be On 
offer for anyone setting a 
world record during the final. 

"We have increased the 
monev for the final, bring it 
to $3.4 million. Nebiolo 
said. "An increase of more 
’than a million dollars over 
last year.” 

Nebiolo said that the 
IAAF is still seeking a major 
sponsor for the series, ’pie 
contract with Mobil ended 
this year. 

"This money wc are giving 
is the money we have in our 
hands now.” Nebiolo said. 
-We are now negotiating to 
find new partners and wc are 
quite confident to find a good 
new partner.” 

The calendar meeting coin- 
cided with a seminar of the 
harmonisation of doping 
issues within the IAAF. 
Nobiolo said representatives 
from 35 national federations 
and six international federa- 
tions attended. 

“It was almost the first 
time that we all discussed 
about these matters and the 
regulations from so many 
different countries and con- 
front our ideas and see what 
could be done and what could 
not be done,” Nebiolo said. 

One example of different 
rules was tackled in the case 
of salbutamoi, an inhalant for 
asthma that some federations 
allowed with prescription 
while others didn't. 

Dr. Arne Lundqvist. the 
president of the IAAF Dop- 
ing Commission said that the 
IOC Medical Commission at 
its last meeting in Atlanta, 
decided that certain products 
related to salbutamoi, at the 
request of many federations, 
will be reclassified. 

“It opens the possibility for 
treating asthmatic athletes 
without violating the doping 
rules,” Dr. Lundqvist said, 
adding that the proposal will 
be made to the IAAF council 
in December. 

Dr. Lundqvist also said 
that the number of no-notice 
testing for next year would be 
increased from 1,200 to 
1.500. 

He said that 70 per cent of 
the medallists of the recent 
World Championships were 
..tested by no-norice testing. 
- mqst before .rhe world cham- 
' pionships. 


Lewis letter welcomed by Nebiolo 


PARIS (AP) — The head of 
athletics’ world governing 
body said Thursday that Carl 
Lewis deserves special treat- 
ment in the scheduling of 
events at next year's Olym- 
pics in Atlanta. 

International Amateur 
Athletic Federation Presi- 1 
dent Primo Nebiolo stopped 
short, however, of saying that 
the timetable will be changed 
in order to benefit the eight- 
rime Olympic gold medallist. 

“It is normal that some- 
times something special 
should be done for a great 
athlete, especially a great 
athlete who has written some 
of the pages in athletic his- 
tory.” Nebiolo said of Lewis. 

"We understand that 'a 
great athlete wants to have 
the most favourable timet- 
able to do his events,” 
Nebiolo added. “For the time 
being, we don’t know what 
will become of this or what 
decisions will be taken.” 

Joe Douglas, manager of 
Lewis' Santa Monica Track 
Club, sent a letter to the 
IAAF this week asking that 
the Atlanta schedule be 
altered to that Lewis can 
compete in the 100 metres. 
200 metres and long jump. 

Lewis won those three 
events at the 1984 Los 
Angeles Olympics and added 
a fourth gold in the 400-metre 
relay. The Atlanta games will 
be Lewis' fourth and final 
Olympics. 

“The only thing I can say is 
that we are very satisfied that 
Mr. Lewis is determined in 
continuing on with the sport 
and he warns to take part in a 
great number of events,” 
Nebiolo said. “He has 
already given' much to 
athletes in the sport.” 

The scheduling issue will 


be taken up at the IAAF 
Council meeting in Monte 
Carlo in December. 

Lewis wants to be given the 
same scheduling considera- 
tion as fellow American 
sprinter Michael Johnson. 

Johnson is asking the 
IAAF to rearrange the 
Atlanta timetable to help him 
try for an unprecedented 
gold-medal sweep in the 200 
and 400 metres. 

Johnson, who won those 
two events at this summer’s 
World Championships in 
Gotebortg. Sweden, wants 
the two events separated so 


that the 400 is completed 
before beginning the 200. 

“If the precedent of sche- 
duling changes is in fact being 
set. I respectfully request that 
Carl Lewis’ opportunity to 
compete in ail of his events 
be taken into consideration.” 
Douglas said in the letter 
made public Tuesday by the 
IAAF. 

‘ “As the schedule stands 
now. the 200 metres and long 
jump are to take place simul- 
taneously. I would request 
that the 100 metres, 200 
metres and long jump be 
separated." 
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A WHIT TOO MUCH 
North-South vulnerable. South two-no- tm 


NORTH 
* J75 
<7 A 102 
0 Q 10 5 3 



*AB3 


WEST 


EAST 

*9632 


* AK84 

09854 


<?J7S 

093 . 


'O J874 

*1075 


*64 


SOUTH 
* Q 10 
OKQ8 
OAKS 

' 


*KQJ92 


Hie biddi ng 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
3 NT Pass 4 NT Pass 
ANT FMe P*M DM 


Opening lead: Nine of 0 

Some years ago Dr. John Fisher 
of Dallas suggested that, when the 
bidding went one no trump - three 
no trump, a double by the defender 
not on lead requested partner to 
attack with a spade. This hand, 
fom a rubber bridge game at New 
York's Regency Whiat Club, malt— 
a sound argument for extending the 
principle to contracts of six no 
trump where no Bnit has been hid. 

North -South were employing a 
range of 21-22 tor a good 20) for 


two-no-trump opening bids. North’s 
raise to fbur.no trump waa quanti- 
tative and South, Bob Hanunan of 
Dallas, went on to el am on the 
•strength of the excellent five-card 
smt. East's double would have been 
perfect for Dr. Fisher's idea. 

After much thought West nlwt*d 
to lead the nine of diamonds. 
Declarer won in hand with the 
king, cashed the king and queen of 
hearts and ace of diamonds, then 
ran off five dub tricks, reducing the 
hand to this position: 

NORTH 
iJ 
PA 
O Q 10 
* — 

WEST EAST - 

*98 *AK 

098 V — 

O J 8 

* ~ A — 

SOUTH 

*QlO 

CO 

06 


A heart to the ace ruined East, i 
Farced to hold two diamonds. East 
discarding the ace 
of spades. But Ha mma n coolly led a 
spade, and East was {breed to lead 
away from the jack of diamonds 
into dummy's Q 10 teoace. 


CINEMA TEL 634144 CINEMA 

PHILADELPHIA 


TEL: 699238 


Robert Redford, 

' Demi Moore 
& Woody Harrelson 

Indecent Proposal 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PLAZA 


Sandra Bullack 
& Bill Pullm an 
in 

, While You 
Were Sleeping 

Shows : 1230, 330, 5:00, 630, 830. 1030 


CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “I* 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

Birds of the Darkness 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6. 8:15, 10:45 

CONCORD M 2". 

Arnold Schwartzeneger..in 

Con an The Barbarian 

Shows: 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:15 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
“ Sumaa" 
in 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8:30 p.m.' 

Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 


Nabil & Hisham*s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 

Presents 

“Peace Oh Peace” 

in English every Saturday 

Show starts at 8:30 p.m. 
For reservation call 625155 
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Whitaker surprised __ v 
; deal at news conference 


NEW YORK (AP) — Per- 
il ell Whitaker, seldom caught 
off guard in the ring, was 
surprised Thursday at a news 
conference. 

It seems that manager 
Shelly Finkel and promoter 
Dan Duva had worked out a - 
multi-million -dollar, multi- 
fight-deal that will enable the 
31-year-old welterweight 
champion to finish his career 
fighting on U.S. cable televi- ' 
sion channel HBO and its 
pay-per-view arm TVKO. 

“I didn't know any thin g 

about a new contract,” said 
Whitaker, who appeared at a 
news conference expecting 
only to talk about a title 
defense against Jake Rodri- 
guez Nov* 18 at Atlantic Gty 
and about a possible fight 
against IBF welterweight 
champion Felix Trinidad of 
Puerto Rico in March or 
Jtme. 

Trinidad will defend his 
title against Larry Bamess cm 
the Nov. 18 card. 

Whitaker still has to sign 
the new television deal, 
which Duva called one of the 
largest contracts outside of 
the heavyweight division. 

Seth Abraham, president 
of Time Warner Sports, 
which operates HBO and 
pay-per-view TVKO, said the 
deal was for six to eight fights 
and was potentially more 
lucrative than the HBO- 
TVKO deal with super mid- 
dleweight champion Roy 
Jones Jr. Jones has an agree- 
ment' that could cover 20 
fights and. earn the fighter $65 
million. 

Boxing-TV deals are based 
on potential earnings. HBO- 
TVKO had a 10-fight deal, 
with Riddick Bowe that could ' 
have been worth $100- mil- 
lion. The deal, however, en- 
ded with the second fight in 
the package when Bowe lost 
a rematch to Evander Holy- 
. field in 1993. 

What could make the Whi- 
taker deal more valuable is 
the quality of some of his 


TCnrr:.?: 



WBC super lightweight champion Julio Cesar 
Chavez, potential sparring partner to Perneli Whitak- 
er (AFP photo) 


possible opponents, accord- _ 
mg to Abraham. 

Whitaker could have rich 
fights agaisnt Trinidad, WBO 
lightweight Champion Oscar 
de ia Hoya, WBC super light- 
weight champion Julio Cesar 
Chavez of Mexico and WBA 
junior welterweight cham- 
pion Frankie Randall. 

A Whitaker rematch, 
against Chavez — they 
fought to controversial draw 
in 1993 — and a fight against 
Randall, however, would re- 
quire agreement between 
DUVA and promoter Don 
King and HBO and Show- 
time, another cable -station. 

Chances of a Whitaker- 
Trinidad fight happening • 


appear to be good if both win 
Nov. 18, as expected. 

- “I want to riiow Fm the 
best poun d-for-pou nd welter- 
weight champion,” said 22- 
y ear-old Trinidad, 26-0, with 
22 knockouts. 

“No one gets to the top 
unless he deserves to be on 
top and to get to the top he's 
got to fight the best, and 
Perneli Whitaker has fought 
the best,'’ said Whitaker, 
who can stake a serious claim 
to being the best pound-for- 
ponnd fighter in the world. 

Whitaker’s record is 36-1- 
1, and be also has held pieces 
of the lightweight, junior wel- 
terweight and junior mid- 
dleweight titles. 


English F. A. wants to retain 
coach until next World Cup 


LONDON (R) — England 
coach Terry Venables, slam- 
med by Britain’s tabloid press 
after his side's 0-0 draw 
against Norway but still re- 
garded as the only man for 
the job by the broadsheets, 
could stay in charge until the 
1998 World Cup. 

The Football Association 
(F.A.) said on Friday, two. 
days after England’s draw in 
Oslo, that talks aimed at ex- 
tending Venables’s contract 
beyond the 1 European Cham- 
pionship finals in June were 
taking place. 

F.A. spokesman Steve 
Double said: “Terry Ven- 
ables has not been offered a 
new contract at this moment ' 
but discussions will take place 
in the near future." 

He said Venables. F.A. 
Chairman Sir Bert Millichip 
and Chief Executive Graham ' 
Kelly spoke about the coach's 
future in Oslo and “the chair- 


man-expressed his view that 
he foresaw Terry taking Eng- 
land to the 1998 World Cup." 

Venables, successful for- 
mer manager of Tottenham 
Hotspur and Barcelona, said 
earlier this month he had 
turned down a lucrative offer 
to coach troubled Italian 
giants Intemazionale. 

Millichip said: “I spoke to 
Teny Venables about the In- 
ter Milan job. It's a dead 
duck now. 

“I want Terry to stay until 
after the 1998 World Cup. 
That is our intention. We 
want him to be successful. 

"We are eight months 
away from the European 
Championship and I believe 
there has been some irres- 
ponsible over-reaction to- 
wards him already. It is cer- 
tainly not on behalf of the 
F.A." 

England’s draw in Oslo 


was their second 0-0 stale- 
mate in two matches and 
their thrid in six. Striker Alan 
Shearer has gone seven inter- 
nationals in more than a year 
without scoring. 

The tabloids criticised 
Venables’s persistence with a 
sole stri ker in front of a five- 
man midfield. They would 
like to see him pick another 
of the country's many in-form 
strikers, chiefly Newcastle 
United's Les Ferdinand, to 
partner Shearer up front. 

"Shear madness... soul- 
lea, goalless — England are 
. going nowhere." ran a ban- 
ner headline in the Daily 
Mirror. 

But a Daily Telegraph 
editorial on Friday was head- 
lined: "Venables is the right 
man to act on recurring de- 
ficiencies.” 
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Far from glamour, Juninho joins Middlesbrough 

LONDON j A P'< — _ . tiininh/v i ■ m mr . ...... . ... . ■ 


LONDON (AP) — - Juninho; 
a Brazilian start rated the 
‘‘new Pele.” could have 
joined any of the biggest 
. clubs in the world. He chose 
Middlesbrough, a modest 
club, which has never won a 
major title. 

.The club may have moved 
to a new, 30,000-seater sta- 
dium. But it has never been 
in the same league as Inter or 
AC Milan, Rea! Madrid. 
Barcelona. Manchester Un- 
ited. Liverpool or Arsenal. 

Until now. 

"Boro, which climbed into 
the Premier League last sea- 
son as champion of division 
one, has an ambitious, 
money-spending owner who 
is only 37. 

Steve Gibson has taken a 
club which almost folded nine 
years ago into one which can 
rival the big guns when it 
comes to transfer dealing. 

“The people of (Middles- 
brough \ have suffered 120 
years of mediocrity,” Gibson 
said. "We've had gTeat indi- 
vidual players but we've nev- 
er had a great team. We've 
never been beyond the sixth 
round of the FA Cup and 
we’ve - never been close to 
playing in Europe." 

Now Gibson is about to 
change that. 

Middlesbrough surprised 
its rivals during the summer 


Olajuwon 
might play 
in Rockets’ 
opener 

HOUSTON (AP) — Barring 
unforeseen complications 
with his sore back and an 
ailing elbow, Hakeem Ola- 
juwoh should be ready for 
the Houston Rockets’ Nov. 3 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion (NBA) opener, team 
doctors say. 

Doctors Walter Lowe and 
Bruce Moseley operated on 
Olajuwon’s left elbow Tues- 
day to drain fluid and remove 
an infected bursa sac. 

Minor swelling and pain in 
the elbow had bothered Ola- 
juwon all. summer; but the 
joint flared suddenly this 
week to the size of a 
grapefruit. Doctors decided 
to do the procedure im- 
mediately. 

"We drained the infection 
and then removed the sac,” 
Dr. Moseley said. "It won’t 
make any difference for him 
that he doesn’t have the bur- 
sa sac in bis elbow.” 
Olajuwon, who is still rest- 
ing a sore back that kept him 
from playing SbaquiJie 
O’Neal one-on-one in late 
September, was under foil 
anesthesia for about 45 mi- 
nutes during the operation. 

He must remain inactive 
for a few days and will be 
allowed to practice with the 
team around Oct. 25, assum- 
ing no complications. That 
means he'll aJmsot certainly 
miss the McDonald's cham- 
pionship in London next 
week. 


Italy’s Sacchi joins the 
anti- Sacchi club 


ROME (R) — Arrigo Sacchi, 
the national soccer coach 
many Italians love to hate, 
has accented a n invitation to 
join his critics in the "anti- 
Sacchi club.” 

Set tip by Carlo Toraagni- 
m, a former local councillor 
for tourism .in the Riviera 
town of Alassio, the dub is 
open to all soccer fans profes- 


sing a dislike for Sacchi. 

The membership fees go to 
■charity. 

Tomagnini, appearing on a 
television soccer show, asked 
Sacchi whether he wanted to 
join too. “Why not,” replied 
the coach much criticised for 
constantly changing Italy’s 
line-up in nearly five years in 
charge. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

2nd floor, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, spacious 
sitting and dining area, kitchen, balcony and 
telephone. 

Location: Al Rabia, near Alpha Beta School, 
building # 26. 

Call 828091 or 693046. 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms. tM'o bathrooms, 
salon and dining room, sitting room, two balconies, 
water well, garage built of red bricks, telephone, 
super deluxe furniture. Cocation: Jandawil; near A V 
Hussien Medical centre. 

<Zef 819223. 


by hiring Tottenham's 'rising 
England star Nicky Barmby 
for £5.2 million ($7.8 mil-' 
lion).- 

Then manager Bryan Rob- 
son, a former England cap- 
tain and on the national 
team's coaching staff, flew to 
Brazil to persuade budding 
superstar Juninho to sign for 
him. 

Arsenal certainly had been 
interested and there were re- 
ports that Inter wanted 
Juninho to join his country- 
man Roberto Carlos at San 
Siro. But "Boro got there 
first and Juninho arrives in 
England Monday to meer the 
Middlesbrough players and 
fans. 

That means he won't be 
there to see his team face 
_ Sheffield Wednesday in a 
Premier League game sche- 
duled Sunday for live TV 
coverage. 

He arrives in a league that 
is brimming with overseas ta- 
lent and now can rival Italy's 
Serie A as a magnet for some 
■ for the best players in the 
world. 

He will face Dutch star 
Ruud Gullit and Chelsea. 
Dennis Bergkamp at Arsen- 
al, Ghana's Tony Yeboah at 
Leeds, French forward David 
Ginola at Newcastle and 
Manchester United's Eric 
Cantona. . . 


Ye;t Middlesbrough is some already have set up goals 


402 kilometres north of the 
high spots of London and his 
countryman Mirandinha. 
who used to play for "Boro 
neighbour” Newcastle, 
would be able to warn him it 
is a cold place to live. 

Mirandinha, a former Pal- 
meiras striker who plaved 
two seasons for Newcastle, 
wore gloves during the mid- 
winter games and his form 
dropped considerably before 
he departed in 1988 without 
making a major impact. 

Like most towns in north 
England, Middlesbrough is 
built around heavy idustrv 
with an ugly skyline of fac- 
tory towers and mountains of 
waste from the coal mines. 

Such towns were the birth- 
place of star England's play- 
ers such as Bobby Charlton. • 
Paul Gascoigne and Kevin 
Keegan. But Juninho won't 
find his surroundings as col- 
ourful as London. Milan or 
Barcelona. 

So why did he join? 

“My new manager, Bryan 
Robson has assured me that 
our team will not play aerial 
ball like most England 
clubs," he said back home in 
Sao Paolo. “Robson wants 
his team passing a dribbling 
Brazilian style." 

Barmby and Norwegian 
forward Jan Aage Fjortofr 


Brazilian-style" with "slick 
back-heeled passes and Mid- 
dlesbrough sits comfortably 
at seventh in the 20-team 
standings with only one de- 
feat in eight games. 

“Boro hopes the hiring of 
Juninho, which has reduced 
its title odds from 150-1 to 
50-1 with the bookmakers, 
will bring the club out of the 
shadow of its north-east rival 
Newcastle, which stands atop 
the Premier League four 
point dear of the rest. 

Keegan's Newcastle travels 
to erratic Queens Park Ran- 
gers hoping for three more 
points to strengthen its hold 
on top spot. 

Rangers has won three and 
lost five this term under the 
guidance of former AC Milan 
midfielder Ray Wilkins and 
its fans will be frustrated to 
see last season’s star. Les 
Ferdinand, .rerum to Loftus 
Road a Newcastle player. 

Aston Villa, level on points 
with Manchester United but 
ahead on goal difference, 
hopes to profit from a home 
game against 10th place 
Chelsea while the Reds hope 
that Eric Canrona will be fit 
for the home game against 
cross town rival Manchester 
City, which is last and has 
only one point from eight 
games. 


Cantona, who has made 
two first team appearance 
since returning from an eight- 
month ban imposed for 
attacking a spectator, broke 
down with a knee injury after 
18 minutes of a reserve game 
Saturday. 

According to United. ’his 
chances of facing City im- 
prove by the hour but Thurs- 
day was the first day he had 
been able to kick a ball with- 
out pain. 

Fourth-placed Liverpool 
hosts a Coventry team which 
has slipped to third from last 
while Leeds, in fifth, hosts 
six-place Arsenal. 

Tottenham, which is ninth, 
can climb by beating eighth- 
place Nottingham Forest at 
home. 

Next to last Bolton hosts 
another straggler, 15ih-place 
Everton. and defending 
champion Blackburn, which 
languishes in 14th hopes to 
take advantage of a home 
game against 17th-place 
Southampton. 

The remaining game in the 
schedule. Wimbledon-West 
Ham, takes place Monday. 

Leicester and Millwall. 
which are tied on 21 points in 
division one. have home 
games Saturday. Leicester • 
hosting eight-place Charlton 
and Millwall receiving 
seventh-place Transmarc. 
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The Largest and Most Comprehensive Computer and 
Technology Show in Jordan. Featuring for the first time the 
international participation of: 

Microsoft, Intel, 3COM, Novell. 
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Introducing flights to Houston four times a week 

Gulf Air now offers direct flights from Lamaca to Houston, every Thursday and Sunday, in addition to 
flights from the Gulf every Monday and Friday. Passengers in Amman can connect with these services. 
Whether for business or pleasure, Houston has so much to offer the traveller. A centre for commerce, the 
region is also full of some of America’s most popular tourist attractions, including the Space Centre, 
Astrodome and Waterworld. You'll fly on board our Airbus A340, which offers new dimensions of comfort 
and space, with special in-flight entertainment and the finest international cuisine On board, take advantage 
of our award-winning duty free range, with the chance to win a kilo of gold in our on-board raffle. Whichever 
class you travel you’ll travel in comfort and style, enjoying the traditional hospitality'. Gulf Air. Come 
aboard for a world of difference. 


GU4£>AIR 



FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ROUTES AND SERVICES, CONTACT YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT OR 

GULF AIR ON AMMAN 6536 1 3 
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Anti-nuclear physicist 
wins Nobel Peace Prize 

Award seen as protest against 
French, Chinese nuclear tests 


OSLO (Agencies) — Sending 
a message of protest against 
.nuclear weapons testing, a 
Nobel committee awarded its 
1995 peace prize Friday to 
British physicist Joseph 
Rotblat and the group he 
helped found to rid the world 
of atomic aims. 

The committee cited the 
86-year-old Rotblat and the 
Pugwash Conference on Sci- 
ence and World Affairs for 
their efforts to “diminish the . 
part played by nuclear arms 
m international politics and 
in the longer run to eliminate 
such arms." 

The conferences were 
■founded in Pugwash, Nova 
Scotia, and are based in Lon- 
don. They have worked to 
get scientists to “take respon- 
sibility for their interven- 
tions." out of a “desire to see 
all nuclear aims destroyed 
and, ultimately, in a vision of 
other solutions to interna- 
tional disputes than war," the 
■Nobel citation read. 

The Norwegian Nobel 
Committee awarded the SI 
million prize to Mr. Rotblat 
and his group to mark 50 
.years since the United States 
dropped two atomic bombs 
on Japan. 

! In hailing the winners, the 
Nobel Prize Committee 
chairman condemned coun- 
tries such as France and Chi- 
na for continuing to test nuc- 
lear weapons. 

“One of the reasons for the 
prize is a sort of protest 
against testing' of nuclear 
weapons and nuclear arms in , 
general," committee chair- 
man Francis Sejeisted told 
reporters. 

• “This is also a message to 
ail of the world's nuclear 
powers," he said. “Of course 
it’s more current this year, 
among things, because of the 



Joseph Rotblat 

new (French) nuclear tests in 
the Pacific.” 

French President Jacques 
Chirac this year resumed nuc- 
lear tests in the South Pacific 
despite international conde- 
mnation. Beijing continues to 
test nuclear weapons in west- 
ern China, ignoring Western 
protests. 

The peace prize was the 
second Nobel this year to 
send a direct political mes- 
sage. On Wednesday, a 
Dutchman and two Amer- 
icans won the chemistry prize 
for alerting the world about 
ozone depletion. 

The Polish-bom Rotblat, a 
nuclear physicist and profes- 
sor emeritus of physics at the 
University of London, is 
president of the Pugwash 
movement and the most im- 
portant figure in the confer- 
ence's work, the citation said. 

He was the only scientist to 
resign from the Manhattan 
project that developed the 
first atomic bomb when it 
became clear Germany was 
not developing a nuclear 
weapon. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Indian Muslim leaders visit 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Shabir Naqshabandi, a noted Muslim 
leader of India and a prominent journalist, and Sayed 
Viquddin, president of Indo-Arab League Thursday ar- 
rived from Delhi along with 7-member delegation which 
includes prominent Ulemas and Muslim scholars from 
different parts of India on a goodwill mission. Mr. 
Naqshabandi expressed deep appreciation of His Majesty 
King Hussein for playing a significant role to solve the 
long-pending Palestinian issue. He also said the Muslims of 
India extend support for -a peaceful settlement to the 
Bosnian conflict. Mr. Naqshabandi and his delegation were 
' transiting to Iraq and will return to Jordan Oct. 19. They 
are hoping to meet with King Hussein to convey the good 
wishes of the president of India, Shankar Dayal Sharma, 
and people of India to the King and people of Jordan. Mr. 
Naqshabandi also said he hoped that following this 
goodwill mission to Jordan relations between Jordan and 
India will be further strengthened, and he said the people 
of India were eager to receive King Hussein in “the historic 
counity of India." 

Palestinian communists to stand in elections 

RAMALLAH (AFP) — The small Palestinian communist 
party announced Friday it would stand against Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat in 
elections due next year. "We will go to the elections. We 
are in the middle of preparing for them," Suleiman Najjab. 
a member of the poiitburo of the Palestine People's Party, 
told AFP in Ramallah. "We are showing a third way, for 
we are not opposed to the negotiations themselves (with 
Israel) but the way in which they have been conducted,” he 
added. Mr. Najjab is one of Mr. Arafat’s opponents within 
the PLO’s Executive Committee. "We feel we deserve 
better and we can win more" in the negotiations with Israel 
on Palestinian autonomy. The party would publish a 
manifesto calling for greater democracy, a respect of 
human rights and the rule of law. It also wanted to promote 
“an improvement in the economic and social situation of 
the Palestinian people," he added. 

Closure of W. Bank, Gaza increases prices in Israel 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Prices of fruits and vegetables have 
risen by an average of 50 per cent over the past month as a 
result of the closure .Israel imposed on the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, the Agriculture Ministry said Friday. The 
closure bars tens of thousands of Palestinian labourers from 
jobs in Israel, including many who work in agriculture, and 
many crops remain unpicked. The increases were highest 
for cucumbers and tomatoes which doubled in price, the 
' Agriculture Ministry said. Prices could drop by 30 per cent 
if the closure was lifted. Gaza has been sealed since Sept. 
20 and the West Bank since Sept. 27. Israel said it imposed 
the travel ban in response io warnings that militants 
planned to carry out suicide attacks in Israel. The closure 
was to be lifted Tuesday. 


3 Pakistanis beheaded in Saudi Arabia 

RIYADH (AP) — Three Pakistanis convicted of drug 
trafficking were beheaded Friday in the Red Sea port city 
of Jeddah, the Interior Ministry said. The executions raised 
to 1S7 the number of beheadings in Saudi Arabia this year, 
already higher than any previous year. Most of those 
beheaded this year were Asians and Africans who had been 
convicted of drug offences. 

Saudis protest Thai-designed dress 

BANGKOK (AP) — The Saudi Arabian embassy has 
protested to the Thai government that a local fashion 
magazine printed a picture of a dress with “God" written in 
Arabic script in its design, embassy officials said Thursday. 
The embassy asked the government to take strong action 
against the magazine, named Prae, and the shop selling the 
dress. . 


In 1988, the year he be- 
came president of the confer- 
ences. Mr. Rotblat wrote in 
the London newspaper Inde- 
pendent that “three major 
problems faring the human 
race (are) risk of nuclear war, 
degradation of the environ- 
ment and global poverty." 

Forty years ago, Mr. Rotb- 
lat and 10 ocher scientists 
issued a manifesto declaring 
that researchers must take 
responsibility for their crea- 
tions. such as the atomic 
bomb. 

“The manifesto laid to the 
foundation for the Pugwash 
conference,” the citation 
said. 

“The conferences... have 
underlined the catastrophic 
consequences of the use of 
new weapons," the citation 
said, “lliey have brought 
together scientists and 
decision-makers to collabo- 
rate across political divides 
on constructive proposals for 
reducing the nuclear threat." 

The laureate, now a British 
citizen, told -Reuters in Lon- 
don: “I am glad that our 
work has received official 
recognition and I hope that it 
will help other scientists rec- 
ognise their social responsi- 
bility." 

He added: “I hope it is a 
message not only to the 
French but to the Chinese as 
well." 

The French govement con- 
gratulated Rotblat but reaf- 
firmed its commitment to its 
nuclear testing programme. 

“We congratulate the win- 
ners" of the 1995, foreign 
ministry spokesman Jacques 
Rummelhardt said in Paris. 

“France wants disarma- 
ment, including nuclear dis- 
armament. (to go ahead) in 
security, because it is security 
which allows disarmament." 
he added. . 


Lebanese 
protest 
plans to 
extend 
Hrawi term 


BEIRUT (R) — More than 
120 Lebanese intellectuals 
protested on Friday against 
plans to extend the term of 
President Elias Hrawi with- 
out holding an election due 
under the constitution. 

In a letter to parliamen- 
tary deputies they said 
plans for parliament to 
-amend the constitution 
next week to allow Mr. 
Hrawi’s six-year term to be 
extended for three years 
were “stabbing democracy 
in Lebanon in die back.” 

The letter demanded that 
parliament leave un- 
touched the constitution, 
which makes no provision 
for an .extension of the 
president's term and bars 
the incumbent from re- 
election. 

“The choice is between 
holding elections that, res- 
tore to the nation its right 
to free choice... or stabbing 
democracy in the back and 
treating the Lebanese as an 
immature nation under 
custodianship," the intel- 
lectuals said. 

It was signed by 128 uni- 
versity professors, writers, 
journalists, doctors and 
trade unionists and was 
addressed to each of the 
128 members of parlia- 
ment. Copies of the letter 
were distributed to the 
press. 




Iraqi Vice-President Taha Moheiddin Maroouf (right) on Thursday visits an exhibiton of photographs of 
President Saddam Hussein in Baghdad. The exhibition is as part of a government campaign ahead of 
Sunday's referendum on President Saddam (AFP photo) 

Iraq feverish for referendum 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Chants of "yes, yes Saddam 
Hussein" filled the streets 
here Friday as millions of 
Iraqis prepared to vote in the 
country's first presidential re- 
: ferendum. 

Thousands marched in the 
Iraqi capital and bands play- 
ed to the glory of President 
Saddam. Portraits of the Ira- 
qi president were hung in 
stores, and slogans praising 
the ‘father and soul” of the 
country covered walls 
throughout the city. 

Official newspapers' de- 
voted their front pages to 
Sunday's election, describing 
at length why Iraq's 7.5 mil- 
lion voters should support 
President Saddam — the only 
name on the ballot. 

Officials were also mobilis- 
ing to handle thousands of 
foreign officials and journal- 
ists invited to cover the re- 
ferendum to show what 
Baghdad says is the true will 
of the Iraqi people. 

The ballot, which includes 
President Saddam's picture, 
ask: “Do you approve of 
Saddam Hussein as president 


of the republic?" 

Underneath is the line 
“make a cross on the answer 
of your choice, with two 
boxes indicating ‘yes' or 
‘no."* 

The voter’s name is not 
mentioned and there is no 
identification number on the 
ballot. Voting is not obliga- 
tory and no penalties apply to 
those who do not parti a pate, 
officials said. 

Special programmes dedi- 
cated to President Saddam 
dominated the television, 
with a musical backdrop 
swaying from Iraqi pop to 
European classics to tradi- 
tional Arab songs. 

Hundreds of expatriate 
Egyptian workers also rallied 
for” President Saddam in cen- 
tral Baghdad Friday. Waving 
branches cut off trees and 
carrying poster protraits of 
the Iraqi leader, they chanted 
“One Arab Nation” and mar- 
ched to pipes and drums 
along the banks of the Tigris 
River. 

It will be the first chance 
ordinary Iraqis have had to 
vote for or against a leader. 


at least since the military 
coup that toppled the monar- 
chy in 195S and arguably 
since civilisation was born in 
Mesopotamia more than 
5,000 years ago. 

Iraqi television has been 
running hours of interviews 
with people full of praises for 
President Saddam, who has 
been elevated to the status of 
sole guarantor of the coun- 
try's survival. 

“Yes to Saddam Hussein., 
the embodiment of confi- 
dence in a radiant future." 
said a headline in A1 Thawra. 
the newspaper of the ruling 
Baath Party. 

“When we pay homage to 
Saddam, we pay homage ro 
the honour or Iraq." said a 
slogan above the masthead. 

But simultaneously news- 
papers primed articles ex- 
plaining the referendum as 
the landmark in a trans- 
formation from “revolution- 
ary legitimacy” to constitu- 
tional government. 

A booklet published by the 
Ministry of Information and 
Culture] said President Sad- 
dam and the Baath Party had 


a longstanding commitment 
to constitutional government 
but whenever they tried to 
introduce it. foreign enemies 
thwarted them. 

First there was the eight- 
year war between Iraq and 
Iran, then the military cam- 
paign against Iraqi forces in 
1991, it said. It did not men- 
tion the invasion of Kuwait in 
1990. 

“Iraq will continue the 
piecemeal implement? on of 
this programme according to 
its own perspective, not "the 
American." the booklet con- 
cluded. 

But diplomats have ex- 
plained the referendum as 
largely a response to the de- 
fection in August of two of 
President Saddam's sons-in- 
law, who fled to Jordan with 
President Saddam's daugh- 
ters. 

The defections were a clear 
sign of cracks in the Iraqi 
leadership and of President 
Saddam's dependence on an 
increasingly narrow circle of 
advisers. 


Arafat increases 
Hamas contacts 


Court sentences 4 
in Solingen arson 


GAZA (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat stepped up contacts 
on Friday with Hamas in an 
effort fo turn the militant 
group’s opposition to a peace 
.deal with Israel into political 
channels and away from vio- 
lence. 

PLO official Tayeb Abdul 
Rahim told reporters that a 
number of Hamas repre- 
sentatives from the West 
Bank were to meet Mr. Ara- 
fat in Gaza on Friday. 

' "A delegation from the 
West Bank is going to meet 
the president in the next 
hour." Mr. Abdul Rahim 
told reporters. 

Another official, who 
; spoke on condition he not be 
1 named, confirmed Mr. Ara- 
fat had met overnight with 
four Hamas men who had 
held consultations with lead- 
i ers of the group in Sudan 
earlier this week. 

The official called the over- 
night meeting "successful and 
comfortable" but he gave no 
details. 

Mr. Arafat himself told re- 
porters: “Inshallah, there will 
be good beginnings. The de- 
legation from Khartoum had 
positive and constructive , 
meetings there for the in- 
terests of this people and the 
Arab and Islamic nations." 


Hamas has led opposition 
to the PLO’s peace deal with 
Israel. Its militants have kil- 
led scores of Israelis in 
suicide attacks. 

But there have been signs 
the group was searching for 
accommodation with the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) running self-rule 
areas set up under the peace 
accord. 

Mr. Arafat, under Israeli 
pressure, has cracked down 
hard this year on Hamas sup- 
porters in areas under his 
control. 

Hamas said Friday that it 
has not yet decided whether 
to stop attacks on Israel. 

The group was responding 
to reports that it had already 
made a pledge to Mr. Arafat 
that it. would refrain from 
violence. 

“Hamas has not committed 
itself up to now to stopping 
military activities against the 
Zionists," said a Hamas leaf- 
let distributed in the Gaza 
Strip. 

However, the tone of the 
leaflet was conciliatory. 
Hamas said it would "re- 
spond positively to all good 
calls and sincere efforts 
aimed at unifying the ranks of 
the- Palestinian people.” 

Hamas and PNA officials 

(Continued on page 7) 


DUESSELDROF. Germany 
(R) — A court in the German 
city of Duesseldorf jailed 
four young men on Friday for 
the racist murder of five Tur- 
kish women and girls in the 
town of Solingen in 1993 
which sparked international ■ 
outrage. 

Presiding Judge Wolfgang 
Steffen sentenced 25-year-old 
Markus Gartmann’ to 15 
years for the arson attack and 
gave 10-year sentences to 
Felix Koehnen. IS. Christian. 
Reher, 19 and Christian Buc- 
hholz. 22. who were all tried 
as juveniles. 

The attack was the worst in 
a three-year wave of racist 
and neo-Nazi violence which 
■ followed unification in 1990. 
and prompted a storm of 
protests inside and outside 
Germany. 

The announcement 
brought uproar from the ac- 
cused and their families in the 
courtroom. "I'm going to kill 
myself today. There won't be 
any appeal*" Mr. Koehnen 
yelled. 

His father began ro weep 
and ran out of the chamber. 
Other members 6f the fami- 
lies of the accused in the 
public gallery shouted to 
Judge Steffen: "You swine." 

The 1993 attack sparked 
several days of riots by Turks 
in Solingen. an industrial 
town ih Western Germany, 


and calls for improvements in 
what many regard as the 
second-class status of fore- 
igners living in Germany. 

The victims were all mem- 
bers of the same family — 
Saime Gene, aged 4. Hulya 
Jenc. 9. Gulustan Ozturk. 12, 
Hatice Gene. IS and Gursun 
Ince. 27. 

The verdict came at the 
end of a tortuous 18-month 
trial which was plagued by 
conflicting confessions from 
•two of the defendants and by 
reports of investigators’ blun- 
ders. 

Reher. a schoolboy of 16 at 
the time of the attack, had 
admitted carrying out the 
deed., while Buchholz and 
Koehnen maintained they 
were innocent. They were all 
given the maximum sent- 
ences for juveniles. 

Gartmann made a signed 
confession incriminating all 
four, but then withdrew it. 

Prosecutors insisted' the 
confession was accurate and 
demanded a life sentence for 
Gartmann. But they had to 
do without prima facie evi- 
dence after police bungling 
which included failing to take 
samples from the scene of the 
fire. 

Judge Steffen told the 
court there was no serious 
doubt that all four men had 
been involved in the attack. 


Ciller faces tough choices ahead of crucial vote 


ANKARA (Agencies) — A 
former minister resigned 
from Prime Minister Tansu 
Ciller's party on Friday,, 
adding to an open revolt and 
tightening the screws on her 
minority government ahead 
of a weekend confidence 
vote. 

Parliament officials said 
Ersin Faralyali. a former 
energy minister, quit Ms. Cil- 
ler’s Trite Path Party (DYP) 
to join five other ex-DYP 
• deputies opposing her bid to 
win a, vote of confidence on 
Sunday. One deputy resigned 
last week,- four more on 
Thursday. 

Mr. Faralyali is from the 
anti-Ciller camp of the party 

— mostly supporters of for- 
mer DYP leader and now 
President Suleyman Demirel 

— that has been working 


hard to get rid of their tough- - 
talking leader, Turkey’s first 
woman prime minister. 

Ms. Ciller's vote of confi- 
dence is already in jeopardy 
from a three-week public sec- 
tor workers' strike that her 
backers want resolved before 
they cast their votes. 

Bulent Ecevit, leader of 
the Democratic Left Party 
(DSP), has issued what he 
termed a “final warning" to 
Ms. Ciller, calling for a swift 
and just resolution to the 
strike. 

Mr. Faralyali’s resignation 
' reduces the DYP to 176-de- 
puties. Ms. Ciller must secure 
a simple majority of those 
voting out of the 428 deputies 
in parliament. As well as Mr. 
Ecevit's DSP of 10 MPs. a 
far-right nationalist party of 
. 17 deputies has pledged sup- 


port if she resolves the strike, 
Turkey's biggest for decades. 

Ms. Ciller also hopes for 
support from independents. 

Ms. Ciller, still struggling 
to control a majority in the 
Turkish parliament after her 
coalition collapsed last 
month, finds herself in the 
uncomfortable position of 
having to please both left and 
right, trying to resolve the 
month-long wage dispute at 
the same time as securing a 
majority in Sunday’s vore. 

Following the breakdown 
of the coalition between her 
DYP and the People’s Re- 
publican Party (CHP). Ms. 
Ciller was forced to turn to 
the right to win the backing 
of. parliament. 

Ismail Kose, a DYP deputy 
chairman, said the six dis- 
affected deputies could still 


return to the fold before Sun- 
day. 

"We have a lot of time 
until Sunday.'’ Anatolian 
news agency quoted him as 
telljng reporters. “As one 
who knows these colleagues 
well, 1 believe common sense 
will prevail.” 

The labour confederation 
of Turki-IS has been lobbying 
MPs to oppose Ms. Ciller in 
Sunday's vote, and has rebuf- 
fed the latest government 
offer, which Ankara raised 
late on Thursday after saving 
it could not afford to budge. 

Anatolian news agency 
said Turk-IS«was standing by 
its pay demands, which call 
for a total 70 trillion lira (SI. 4. 
billion) payment from state 
coffers for around 650.000 
public workers. 

Turk-IS officials say they 


believe Ms. Ciller will be 
forced to approach them now 
that the vote looks in- 
creasingly in doubt. 

Anatolian said Ms. Ciller's 
ministers had offered a 16 per 
cent raise to the workers for 
the next six months, and 16 
per cent for the six months 

m r ifitV otal57lrilIio " 

(SI -14 billion). 

About. 350,000 workers 

have joined the strike, which 
began on Sept. 20 over an 
initial government pay rise 
offer of 5.4 per cent for 1995 ‘ 
Pons, sugar mills and paper 
mills stand idle, railways have 
been disrupted and wheat 
and sugar production are 
threatened in the strike 
which trade officials say is 
losing . country over $10 
mi..:on a day in exports. 


Russia drops 
criminal case 
against puppet 
show 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
legal authorities said they 
had halted criminal pro- 
ceedings against the satiri- 
cal Kukly Puppci Show 
which pokes a* 

President Boris Yeltsih and 
other political figures. 
Temporary Acting 

Prosecutor-General Oleg 
Gaydunov said the case 
initiated bv his predecessor 
Aleksei ilyushenko, who 
was sacked Sunday, had 
been dropped but gave no 
details. “We have dropped 
the case against Kukly,” he 
told a news conference, 
declining any further com- 
ment. In a case launched 
last July. Kukly was 
accused of denigrating Mr. 
Yeltsin and senior govern- 
ment officials by portray- 
ing them as impoverished 
tramps living in a hovel on 
Russia's minimum wage of 
44.700 roubles ($10) a 
month. Kukly. or “Dolls", 
appears weekly on the 
independent NTV channel 
which has often been at 
odds with the government 
for Us often critical cover- 
age of events, including 
the Russian military cam- 
paign in Chechenya. 

Selena’s killing 
was accident — 
defence 

HOUSTON (R) — De- 
fence attorneys said (he 
woman accused of murder- 
ing U.S. music star Selena 
• shot her accidentally in a 
dispute provoked by the 
singer's tyrannical father. 

But prosecutor Carlos 
Valdez said the young star 
•was murdered in a “sense- 
less. cowardly act of vio- 
lence” by the defendant 
Yolanda Saldivar, who was 
desperate' after she was 
caught embezzling money 
from the Selena Fan Club 
she founded. “This is a 
simple • case of murder. 
That’s what we’ve been 
saying all along. That’s 
what we intend to prove,” 
Mr. Valdez said after open- 
ing arguments in the trial 
of Ms. Saldivar, who is 
accused of shooting dead 
Selena Quintanilla Perez 
on March 31 in a motel. 
Selena. 23, was the top 
female star in Tejano, a 
hybrid music style hugely 
popular along the U.S.- 
Mexico border. An album 
released last June that 
included her first songs in 
English was briefly the 
top-selling U.S. record. 
Defence attorney Douglas 
Tinker told the jury Ms. 
Saldivar became “almost 
like a sister" to Selena after 
she started the singer's first 
fan club in 1991. But he 
said the relationship threat- 
ened Selena's father: 
Abraham Quintanilla, 
whom he painted as intent 
on controlling his daughter 
and her career. Mr. Tinker 
said Mr. Quintanilla tried 
to drive a wedge between 
the two by accusing Ms. 
Saldivar of stealing money 
from the fan club. But Mr. • 

■ Tinker said, Ms. Saldivar's 
friendship meant to so 
much to the singer she 
hired her to manage her 
clothing boutiques and 
continued dealing with her 
despite her father's objec- 
tions. However, Selena's 
widower Chris Perez told 
the jury the singer had dis- 
covered financial irregu- 
larities in the clothing busi- 
nesses and wanted to <*et 
rid of her. 


Motorist foils film 
robbery 

DUBLIN (R) — A Dublin 
driver blocked the escape 
of a robber who had shot a 
security guard t- only to 
find he had stumbled into 
the making of a film. The 
civic-minded driver 
reversed his car into the 
path of a motorcycle on 
which the robber and his 
driver were making their 
escape, knocking both of 
them down. The men 
‘seemed stunned 'and 
bewildered”, the Irish 
Times reported. 



